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INTRODUCTION. 



Much has been faid of hifr 

torical impartiality • and the ge- 
nerality feem to require it, as the 
firft, and- mod indifpcnfible qua- 
lity of this branch of literature, 

* " * * 

It is however, like almoft all terms 
of human invention, of ambiguous 
meaning. There is an impartia- 
lity, that embraces no party; that 
relates, with the fame fpiritlefs 
and difpaffionate tenour, the cruel- 
ties of a Nero, and the generous 
defigns, and benevolent conduct of 
an Henri le grand. This is to be 
found, in the greatefi perfection, 
in the dulleft, and the ftupideft 
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xii INTRODUCTION. 

biftorians. Lover, as I am, of im~ 
partiality, I think it my duty* in 
this place, to advertife my reader, , 
that this kind of impartiality I ab- 
jure, and I defpife. Iam even free- 
enough to think, that hiftoricG thus 
gifted, do not deferve the opening, ... 
to a philofopher - r to a reader of. 
morality- or a reader of fafte. 

But there is an impartiality;., 
how fhall I defcribc her ? She is 
the native of no country; but a 
citizen of the world- She knows 
no perfonal regards; and (he is* 
fuperior to all party connexions.. 
She is deaf to the mandates of as 
court ; and dead to the momentary. 

* - • • 

guft of popular opinion. With a 
piercing eye, (he looks through, 
every difguife; and, with a difcri^ 
minating fpirit, flic feparates, in 

■ 

♦. 

» • 

V 

- 
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INTRO D IT C T t O N. xiii 

<* die raoft dazzling and beautiful 
chara&ers, the falfe brilliant, 
from the true. , She feats herfeif 
in the chair of truth. She ap- 
pears the great archetype, of the 
celebrated Egyptian judge, who 
decided, with foiemnity, upoft the 
merits of the. dead; and determine 
ed the proportion of Iuftre> that 
fhould be refle&ed, from their 
ohara£iers, upon the remot eft pos- 
terity. She considers this, as her 
facred aad inviolable office: and 
never never can any temptation 
move her, to lend her authority, 
to elevate vice-, on the one hand}, 
or, on the other, to give fubftance 

! and energy, to the blaft of envy. 

But then (he is the- fartheft in 
the world from, the coolnefs and 
. indifference. On the contrary, 
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xiv INTRODUCTION-. 

fhe treats every event, that comes 
before her, with deliberate, but 
energetic decifion. Vice fhudders* 
at her tribunal - r and cruelty 
Ihrinks, into that abje£t, coward- 
ly, trembling thing, that God and 
nature fiamped her. Innocence, 
liberty,- humanity enftirine thenar 
felves, beneath her fiandard. Sho 
is the only vicar of the divinity 
upon earth j and the vifible head- 
of that illuftrious church, which 
alone, from all nations of the world, 
unalterable re&ityde, and immor- 
tal benevolence fhall honour, in a* 
future fiate.. In fine, fhe is tho 
genuine profeffor of humanity. 
By imperceptible, never ceafing* 
advances, fhe wins over the fons - 
of men, to the reftoration of para- 

9 

dife. She difcovcrs, to- them, all, 

• * 4 

that is virtue, and all, that is praife. 
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I I N TRODUCTION. xv 

And this is the confummation of 
her reign j to expand every beauti- 
£ul affe&ion of the human heart, 
wide, as the univerfe of God-, to 
blunt the horrid inftruments of 
favage war, into inftruments of 
agriculture, and the arts of culti* 
vation; and to render man.to : man, 
in every diftant clime, the propiti- 
ous genius, and the guardian angel.. 

An attempt, at, the former fort 
of impartiality, has fpoiled half 

the well written hiftories, in the 
the world.. The bulk, it was im- 
poffible, fliould by this, or any 
other miftake, be fpoiled* It is 

very lately, that the world has been 
taught ; if indeed, in a compre- 
henfive fenfe, it can yet be faid, 

« * 

to be taught, the fuperiority, and 
the value of the genuine impart ia- 
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xvi introduction: 

Hty. The firft writer, that has 
had the fpirit, to affert it, in its 
fulleft extent, feemsto have been, 
the celebrated abbe Raynal. It is 
fuperfluous, to add, that this is the 
impartiality, to the attainment of 
which, the author of the following 
work, has moft ardently afpiredr 

• ■ 

On e word more* it is y ©t neceffarjr 
to fubjoin. His fubjed, abftraft— 
ed, from its eternal ardUoufriefs, 
has, in this refpeft, a great addi- 
tional difficulty. It is, in the ut> 
moft degree, recent; and one half 
of the chara&ers, of which it is 
compofed, are ftill living. In this 
cafe, the author does fomethiftg 
more, than " walk, upon afhes, 
44 under which the fire, is not ex- 
" tinguiflied." You may inveigh f 
againft the projeds of an Alexaiv- 
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INTRODUCTION, wii 
der, and extol the virtues of a 
33rutus, in the fhongeft terms, that 
language can furnifh, without in- 
curring the fufpicion of partiality. 
But, could the author flatter him- 
fclf, tha the had been happy enough.; 
to abftrad fo far, from the age, in 
which he lives; as to view events, 
with the fame difintereftednefs, 
that he might employ, in the for- 
mer inftance : yet fure it is, that 
he ihould find few readers, aflidu- 
ous, and philofophical enough, to • ' 
weigh him, in an evefl balance. 
He muft throw himfelf then, upon 
the candour of the public; and reft 
his appeal, if that does not favour 
too much of vanity, with the judg- 
ment of pofterity. 
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HISTORY 



OF THE LIFE 



WILLIAM PITT, &c» 

' C H A P. I. 

Extraction and early purfuits of Mr. Pitt. 
— STtf&v >6/> feat in Parliament. — Admi- 
niflration of fir Robert Walpole. — Spanifo 
convention. — AdminiJ} ration of lord ' Car* 
teret. 

jVIr. WilIiam tiTt, the fubjeft of 

the prefent memoir, \fras born^cn the fif- 
teenth of November, 1708-. In conformity 
to the ufual prafHce of biographers* it may 
be expe&ed, that I fliould give fome account 
of his cxtraftkm and family. He has been 

A 
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LIFE OF T ft E 



treated by a celebrated nobleman, as em* 
phatically a new man. The fatt is, that, as 
we cannot deduce his anceftry from a long 
line of nobility, fo neither was it fuch, as 
that anjr man -needed to be afhamed of iu^ 
v% His grandfather was Thomas Pitt, efquire, 
lometime governor of Madias, and who fold 
to the king of France the celebrated dia- 
mond, commonly known by the appellation 
of Pitfs diamond. A younger {oh of tha£ 
gentleman was created earl of Londonderry 
in Ireland j and one of his daughters mar- 
ried James Stanhope, efquire, afterwards 
carl Stanhope, the minifter and friend of 
king George the firft. Robert Pitt, of Bo- 
connoc, in Cornwal, efquire, the father of 
our hero, was the cldeft fon. His lady wa6 
fitter to John, earl of Grandifon. By her 
he had two fons, of whom William was the 

■ 

younger, and five daughters. 

■ 

It is agreed on all hands, that Mr. Pitt's 
patrimony was narrow, and lord Chcfter- 
field has fixed it at an annuity of one hun- 
dred pounds a year. As his grandfather 
an EaftJndia nabob, and, as it fliould 

feem, 
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* 

feem, remarkably fucccfsful 5 his father the 
deleft fon ; and himfclf the younger of only 
two, the fcantinefs of this pittance is not ea- 
fily to be accounted for. 

His original deftination was the army, and 
a cornetcy of horfe was his firft, and only 
commiifion in it. Thus he appears to hare 
fet out in life with as bounded a profpe£fc, 
and as few natural expectancies, as can well - 
-be imagined. It is ufual to rife in the ftate, 
fay the influence of family connexions, or 
the dint of an affluent fortune. It was re- 
ferred for Mr. Pitt, to make his way 
through every obftacle of this fort, and tfc 
owe his diftindlion folely to an extraordinary 
eloquence, and acknowledged abilities. It was 
his glory to reflctt honour, not to derive it. 

' So early as the age of flxteen, he is laid 

to have been the martyr of an hereditary 

gout. By this circuniftance, lie was necel- 

farily fecluded, whatever we may fuppofe his 

inclinations to have been, from the diffipa* 

ted pleafures of fociety. It furniflied him 

with the two great pre-requifites to acquired 

talents -j leifure and temperance. 

A 2 
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4 LIFE OF THE 

In this fituation, we may picture to our- 
fclvcs his great foul, brooding with indignance 
over the obfcuvity of his ftation, and grafping 
in imagination fome theatre of fplendor and 
aftonifhment, Anted to his extenfive abilities. 
While he revolved the pages of a Cicero, 
and the eulogies of Thucydides, he felt a fe- 
cret monition, that the feuate, and not the 
camp,— the cabinet, and not the field, — 
were the fcenes for which nature had dcf- 
tined hiitu 

■ 

Impressed with there fentiments, he ob- 
tained a feat in the eighth parliament of 
Great Britain, fummoned to meet on the 
fourteenth of January, 1 735- His family, 
i believe, had generally adhered to the old 
tory fyflem, and he immediately joined the 
oppofition to fir Robert Walpole, aflbciat- 
ing, however, indifcriminately with both the 
parties, of which it was compofed. They 
know little of the hiftory of Great Britain, 
and the many changes the parties among us 
have undergone, who conceive the name of 
toryifm to be in all cafe? a reproach. The 
tones have often proved the trueft friends 
of liberty, and the whigs in their turn have 

i 
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patronized the very worft fyftem of defpo- 
tifni, of which human fociety is capable. 
In a word, fuch is the frailty of our na- 
ture, that the men who are poffeffcd of 
command, are very rarely difpofed, to ex- 
tend the power of control, or to raife bar- 
riers againft the abufes, of which thcmfelves 
may be guilty. 

Sir Robert Wnlpole had now been at the 
head of admimftration fixteen years, and, 
for the laft half of that term, his power had 
ijern in * manner uncontrolable. There is 

" an inftinftive propeniity in mankind, to 
thixvk reverently of the myfteries of go- 
vernment ; and a perfon, who is able, in 
whatever manner, to prefide over the af- 
fairs of a nation for a confrderable period, 
. is infallibly exalted into a great man. In 
purfuance of this propenfity, we have heard' 
much of the abilities of fir Robert Walpole. 
He had a great fluency and readinefs of lan- 
guage and, though what he uttered was' 
neither nervous nor elegant, yet it had its 
weight with thofe, who eftimate the value 

- of a fpeech by its length, and think him 
the beft oratpr, who can harangue upon all. 
. ' A 3 
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occafions without hcfitation. Bcfidc which* 
Walpole poflcffed a certain eafincfs of foul, 
s*nd calioufnefs of fenfation, which made 
him proof agamft all attacks, and raifed him. 
fupcrior to every embarraflment. By ia 
unwearied attention to figures and calcula- 
tion, he had acquired an indifferent know- 
ledge of the fubje& of finance, which his 
fyftem of government did not always allow 
him to turn to the greatefl advantage. That 
fyftem was founded in the narroweft and 
moft detcftable principles. As he had ne- 
ver known what it was to be concerned in 
a popular adminiftration,, he was acquainted 
wtlii no means~oTprcitrvtftg his power, but 
that of corruption. The maxim, which he 
uniformly purfued, and fhamelefsly avowed t . 
was, that everjr man had his price. He rU 
tliculed the very ideas of patriotifm and pub- 
lic fpirit, thought, felf-intereft the wifeft 
principle by which a man could be actuated, 
and bribery the moft elevated and compre- 
henfive fyftem, that ever entered into the 
human mind. 

The great misfortune attending this fyf- 
tem, is, that its progrefs is filent and ua*. 
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alarming. The hafty ftrides of honeft dcf- 
potifm, are fufficiently vifible in themfelves, 
and are ftrongly marked with the indigna- 
tion of all the virtuous and ereft fpirits of 
fociety. But the kingdom of corruption 
cometh not with obfervation. It fecrctly 
undermines all that is raoft valuable in a 
conftitution, and is not calculated to awak- 
en that fudden and unbounded indignation 
it deferves. Accordingly we find that, fop 
a time, things went on fmoothly enough. 
And the fir ft remarkable concufuon, that 
the government of Walpole oecafioned in 
the minds of the governed, was owing to a 
fcheme he had formed: for extending the 
laws of exciie, by which, unde« foecious 
pretences, he hoped to fwell the number of 
has dependents, and add to- the means of 
corruption. . But what filled up the meafure 
of his unpopularity, was his inglorious fyf- 
tem with relation to foreign affairs. A* he 
was the minifies of the king, and not the 
man of the people, he had long facrfneed 
the interefts, and laviftied the treafiires of 
Great Britain, in fubferviency to a fyftem of 
continental meafures, to which his mafter 
was, invincibly attached. And at laft> when 

A 4 
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the honour of this country was infufted* 
and its trade plundered, he fhewed the moft 
obftinatc determination in favour of mea- 
fures of peace and negociation. As all his , 
views were narrow, it is not to be wondered 
at, that, while he exerted himfelf to con- 
vince the people at home of his pacific re- 
folutions, he did not confider, that he was 
encouraging the enemy to proceed to the 
very verge of hoftile inflexibility, through 
the perfuafion of affined impunity at laft. 

In* was natural to expeft, that the conti- 
»uancc of fuch a fyftem.fliculd unite almoft 
every comprehenfive mind^ and every gene- 
rous fpirit in parliament, in oppofition to his 
meafures. A minority, To refpedtabie for 
abilities, and fo fplendid m eloquence* per- 
haps this country never faw. At the head 
of it we may place that fuperior genius, 
lord Bolingbroke. In parliament, they had 
the earl of Cheftei field, the lords Carteret 
and Bathurft, fir "William Wyndham, and 
Mr. Pultcney. As the interefb of this coun»- 
try, with refpeft to foreign nations, were 
uniformly miftaken and counterafted, they 
had nothing to do, hut to point out the patj* 

■ 
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of reftitude, and vindicate the beauty of 
truth. As the fyftem of Walpole was one 
hideous mafs of depravity and corruption, 

' it was theif bufinefs to plead the caufe of 
manlinefs and independence, and to bring. 

. forward propositions, that bore the ftamp of 
purity and renovation. A bill for repealing 
feptennial parliaments, for excluding pen- 
sioners, and limiting the number of pcrfons, 
holding offices under government, that might 
obtain a feat in the houfe of commons ; thefc 
were a few of the many falutary meafures 
they promoted. Employed in this tafk, the 
virtuous and unfufpe&ing gave them credit 
for the principles, by which they were actu- 
ated. Of whatever inconiiftencies fome of 
them might have been guilty, they were 
willingly forgotten, in confideration of their 
prcfent merits and fervices. 

It was at the period, in which this op- 
pofition was confolidated, a period, in the 
higheft degree favourable for public exhi- 
bition, that Mr. Pitt entered the houfe of 
commons. 

A 5 r 
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The firft eflay of his eloquence appears 
to have been made upon a motion, that took 
place in the fecond feflion of this parliament,, 
to congratulate his majefty upon the marriage 
of the prince of Wales. It is unmixed with 
any (train, but that of panegyric, and,, 
though it is damped with the modeft and 
chaftifed manner of youth; yet we may 
trace in it* the firft dawnings of that full 
and commanding ftile, which afterwards* 
formed his diftingutfhing charafleriftic. 

In the following year, Mr. Pulteney 
brought forward a propofition, that may 
be confidered, in fome meafure, as a fequel 
to the former, for making the fame fettle- 
ment, of one hundred thoufand pounds,, 
per annum, upon his royal highnefs, which 
his majefty had enjoyed, while prince of 
Wales. This was confidered by fome, as 
an officious intermeddling in the king's fa- 
mily affairs, and an artful attempt for ob- 
taining the countenance of the prince for the 
xnrafures of oppofit'on. To others it ap- 
peared a juft and a reafonable meafure, a pro- 
per tribute to the virtues of his highnefs, 
and an indifpcnfiblc requifite to the indepen- 

h 

»- 
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EARL OF CHATHAM* M 

dency of the heir-apparervt to the crown. 
Certain it is, that it had the concurrence of 
the prince, who 'thought he could not in ho- 
nour defcrt thofe, who had fo generoufiy 
undertaken to fcrve him; and who firmly 
reje&ed any terms of accommodation, but 
fuch, as fhould be made by parliament. Mr. 
Pitt exerted himfelf in fupport of this mea- 
sure, and in the fame month, but whether 
previoufly, or fubfequent to the debate, from 
the records before me, I am not able to de- 
termine, the prince complimented him with 
the appointment of one of the grooms of his 
bed-chambers The fame fcfiion was diftin- 
guiftred by the palling the play-houfe bill, 
and the rejection of a fcheme> propofed by 
that fteady and difinterefted patriot, fir John • 
Barnard, for reducing the intereft, and af- 
terwards redeeming the capital of the na- 
tional debt. 

In the following year, the Spanifli deprc- 
dations engrofiH a principal (hare, in the 
public attention. The complaint againfc 
them had been of long (landing ; but, fur 
reafons of policy, they had been intermitted 
during the war of 1734, in which, the Spa- 
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niards rcpoflcflcd thcmfclves of the fcingw 
doms of Naples and Sicily. Upon th^ 
refloration of peace, they were once more 
renewed-, with additional circumftances of 
irritation and barbarity. Petitions were pre- 
fented to parliament by merchants from diO- 
&rent parts of the kingdom ; and the nation 
was generally inflamed by a feries of eventsy 
which they conceived fo ruinous to the 
trade, and difgraceful to the character of 
Britain. 

As it ufually happens in matters of this 
nature, both parties had ground for cony- 
plaint. A trading nation, fuch as the 
J&ngli(h, will fcldom be ovcrfcrupulous aboiK 
the means of enriching hcrfelf ; and the long 
ncglcft of military glory, with fome other 
other incidental circumrtances, had rendered,, 
at this time, the defire of accumulation, her 
ruKng paflioa. Scarcely any kind of illicit 
commerce, however barefaced, was omitted ; 
and the Spaniard, keenly jealous of the trade 
of his American colonics, revenged the in- 
trufion with the utmoft fevcrity, and with- 
out any accurate diftinftion of parties. A 
matter, like this, had it been taken up- iix 
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time, and treated with firmnefs, might have 
been compromifed without difficulty. But the 
minifter paid it very little attention, and, by 
his coldnefs, procraftination, and timidity, 
fuffered the evil to continue, and the wound 
to gangrene till it threatened the moft fu- 
rious confequencea. 

The national irritation, and the vigorous 
attacks of his opponents in parliament, at 
length roufed him. from his fupinenefs. . It 

feemed abfolutely neceffary that fomething 
fhould be done. He knew that a war would 
expofe his adminiftration to the moft immi- 
nent peril. The treafuies, that were now 
employed in the bufinefs of corruption, muft 
be diverted, and new and unpopular taxes 
impofed. And it is probable,, that he fdt 
his inability to condu&'a war with fpirit and 
effect. He therefore determined to make 
any conceffions, to avoid one- The more 
cold and timorous he appeared, the more 
the Spaniard rofe in his pretenfions. At 
length, from this ftrange combination of 
pufillanimity on the one hand, and infolencc 
on the other,, the celebrated convention was 
produced. 
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Never were thefe kingdoms more com- 
pletely degraded in the eye of the worlds 
than by this tranfaftion. If it be allowed, 
that a minority* in parliament have fometimes 
facrificed re&itude of judgment to uni- 
formity of oppofition ; if it be laudable to 
embrace every opportunity of weakening an 
adminiftration, whofc government we con- 
ceive to be prejudicial to our country : what 
vigour, and what animation may we not ex- 
pert from oppofition in the prefent inftance ? 
an oppofition that had long been ripening, 
and increafed everyday: an oppofition un- 
rivalled in brilliancy, and now perfonally 
headed by the heir apparent to the crown. 

The termination of differences was noti- 
lied from the throne, and fir Robert Wal- 
pole was unbounded in his encomiums of 
the treaty he had obtained. , " Future ages 
" would look back to its conclufion, as to 
" the moft glorious period of our hiftory ; 

and unprejudiced poftcrity would do juf- 
" tice to the counfcls that had produced the 
' " happy event !" Upon the day, appointed 
for taking it into confideration, four hun- 
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dred members were computed to have taken 
their feats by eight in the morning. Two 
days were employed in hearing petitions, and 
reading papers. At length the difcuflion 
was entered upon with the utmoft ardour. 
It was infilled, that by the convention, we 
had neither obtained fatisfaftion, in the cen- 
furc of thofe, by whom the outrages were 
committed ; fecurity, by an explicit admif- 
fion of our undoubted right 5 nor repara- 
tion, in the payment of our juft demands: 
Nay, that we were, in all refpe£ts in a worfe 
fituation, than before the convention was 
made ; fince we had affured impunity to 
thofe, that had injured us •, referred our un- 
doubted right to a precarious difcuflion ; 
and granted the Spaniard a general releafe > 
in confederation of the payment of a fum, 
for which that court had previoufly engaged 
herfelf, upon account of five fhips recently 
captured. Mr. Pitt, with a ftrength and 
energy of diftion, peculiarly his own, de- 
claimed againft the convention, as no better 
than a ftipulation for national ignominy* 
" The complaints," he exclaimed, " of your 
•« defpairing merchants, the voice of Eng- 
« land has condemned it. Be the guilt of 
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w of it upon the head of its advifer I" The 
queftion was carried againft him, and the 
treaty received a parliamentary function. If 
was upon this occafion, that the famous fe- 
cefiion was made by almoft the whole body 
of the oppofition. 

It has been queftioned, how far fuoh a 
ftep is to be conlidered, as juftifiable. Un- 
doubtedly it ought never to be taken, but in 
the laft refort. Where it can be made with 
unanimity and effect, as appears to have been 
the cafe in this inftancc, it is clearly, of all 
kinds of oppofition, the moft formidable and 
alarming.. The fecedtrs were revered by 
the nation in general, as the. martyrs of the 
liberty of the people. In the houfe of lords, 
fifty-four peers voted againft the convention, 
and a fpirited protcft was entered by thirty- 
nine of that number, including all the noble- 
men of the kingdom,, moft: eminent for their 
abilities, integrity, and virtue. . 

It d6es not appear, .that Spain ever fe- 
rioufly intended to fulfil the terms of the 
convention ; and before the riling of parlia- 
ment, it came out, that fhe had failed to 
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make the ftipulated payment. War was 
now become inevitable. After a few vain> 
attempts to compel the enemy into terms of 
accommodation, it was proclaimed on the 
nineteenth of O&ober. In the enfuing fef- 
fion of parliament, the feceding members re- 
fumed their feats in the houfe. 

* • i 

Sir Robert Walpole prefently found 
what he had previoufly fufpefted, that he 
was in no degree equal to the conduct of a 
war. The grievous taxes, with which the 
nation was burdened \ the languid manner* 
i*a which holliUties^ were conducted y and the 
reiterated complaints of the commander in 
America, involved him in the higheft degree 
of unpopularity. A wider theatre of con- 
tention too began at this time to be opened,, 
by the difputes about the fucceffion of the 
Auftrian dominions. Ka a word, the ftafoa 
became ripe for the moft unqualified at- 
tacks : and on the thirteenth of February, 
1741, it was moved, to addrefs his majefly, 
io remove hinj from his prcfence and coun* 
cils for ever*. 
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Though this motion was fupported with 
the greateft abilities, and the mod ftriking 
deduction of particulars, yet it was rejected 
by an unufual majority. The tory divifioa 
of the country party was by fome means pre- 
vailed upon to difcountenance it, and quit- 
ted the houfc iu a body, to the number o£ 
fixty perfons, previous to the divifion.- 

A bill had been brought in> in the fore- 
going feffion, to eftabiifh a regiftcr of fea- 
mcn» for the. more effectual manning of the- 
Qavy ; and* having nvifcarried at that time,.. 
*wa» Iiow revived with fome modifications 
I do not ment ion this, fo much for its intrid-» 
fic importance, as upon account of the very 
extraordinary cirtumliancc it ocean" oned. Mr. 
Pitt was one of its opponents. He had alfo 
ftrenuoufly fupported the motion againft fir 
Robert Wal pole, and, ;».y Jo doing, he may 
be fuppofcd to bavc irritated* the mmifter 
and his friends. Mr. Horace "Whipple, a 
fpeaker without eloquence, and a minifter 
without dignity, unpoliflied in his manners, 
and vulgar in his diction, embraced this oo. 
cafion of returning the compliment by a per- 
fonal attack. He reproached Mr. Pitt with 
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his youth and obfervcd to him, that the 
purpofes of that affembly were very little 
promoted by the clamour of rage, and the 
petulancy of invedtive ; nor was the difcove- 
ry of truth advanced by pompous dittion* 
and theatrical emotion. 

Mr. Pitt's anfwer was as follows. " Sir* 
u the atrocious crime of being a young man* 
« which the honourable gentleman has, with 
" fuch fpirit and decency, charged upon me, 
" I (hall neither attempt to palliate nor deny > 
* b« content ©yfelf with wiflune^ that I 
•< may be one of thofe, whofe follies may 
u ceafe with their youth ; and not of that 
« number, who are ignorant in fpitc of cx* 
« perience. 

" Whether youth can be imputed to 
€t any man, as a reproach, I will not, fir* 
" aflume the province of determining ; but 

furely, age may become juftly contempti- 
" ble, if the opportunities, which it brings* 
* c have pafled away without improvement y 
« and vice appears to prevail, when ihe paf- 
"fions have fubfided, The wretch, that, 
« after having feen the conferences of a 
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w thoufand errors, continues ftili to blun* 
** tier, and whofe age has only added obfti- 
94 nacy to ftupidity, is furely the obje£t of 
49 either abhorrence or contempt, and de- 
u fcrves not, that his grey head fliould fe- 
u cure him from infults. Much more, fir, 
" is he to be abhorred, who, as he has ad- 
<f vanced in age, has receded from virtue, 
« and becomes more wicked, with lefs temp- 
w tation ; who proftitutcs himfelf for mo- 
ec ney, whiwh he cannot enjoy, and fpends 
w the remains of his life in the ruin of hia, 

€t But youth, fir, is not my only crime j 
4% I have been accufed of atting a theatrical* 
c< part. — A theatrical part may cither impiy 
«« tome peculiarities of gefture, or a diflimu- 
€% lation of my real fentiments, and an adop- 
f< tion of the opinions and language of ano- 
" ther man. In the firft fenfe, fir, the 
€t charge is too trifling to be confuted, and 
€i deferves only to be mentioned, that it may 
11 be dvipifed. I am at liberty, like every 
*< other man, to ufe my own language ; and, 
u though I may perhaps have fome ambition 

to pleafe this gentleman, I fliaii not lay 
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€C rayfelf under any reftraint, nor very fo- 
cc Hcitoufly copy his di&ion, or his mien, 
however matured by age, or modelled by 
«« experience. * 

*< If any man fhall, by charging me with 
c < theatrical behaviour, imply, that I utter 
€< any fentiments, but my own, I fliall treat 
"him, as a calumniator, and a villain; nor 
*' Aall any proteftion fhelter him from the 
*' treatment he deferves. I fliall, upon fuch 
«« an occafion, without fcruple, trample up- 
" on all thofe forms, with which wealth and 
t( dignity entrench themfelves, nor (hall any 
«« thing, but age, reftrain my refentment ; 
€t age, which always brings one privilege, 
"4iiat of being infolexit and fupercilious 
"'without punifhment* 

u But, with regard, fir, to thofe, whom 
« I have offended, I am of opinion, that, if 
* ( I had afted a borrowed part, I Ihould have 
** avoided their cenfure. The heat, that of- 
* « c fended them, is the ardour of conviition, 
« and that zeal for the fervice of my coun- 
« try, which neither hope, nor fear fhall in- 
« flueuce me to fupprefs. I will not fit un- 
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« concerned, while my liberty is invaded, 
« nor look in filencc upon public robbery 
«« I will exert my endeavours at whatever 
« hazard, to repel theaggreflbr, and drag the 
« thief to the juftice, whoever may protedi 
« them in their villany, and whoever may 
« partake of their plunder." 

The term limited for the duration of par- 
liament was now expired, and Mr. Pitt was 
rcchofen at the general -eleftion. This was 
perhaps one of the moft violent ftruggles be- 
tween national difcontent and minifterial in- 
fluence, that was ever exhibited. A majo 
rity, however, was returned in the popular 
intereft and, after a few trying divifions, 
•fir Robert refigned his promotions, and quit* 
ted the houfe of commons for ever. 

In the mean time, he was too wife to do 
this, without taking fome previous meafures. 
Though the maxim of his adminiftration had 
been, that every man had his price, he had 
not hitherto been entirely luccefsful in 're- 
ducing it to practice. I know not that we 
ever find him, bringing over a confiderable 
leader in oppofnion to the court party. But 

I 
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"Upon this occafion, he feems to have employ- 
ed a degree of policy and addrefs, to which 
he had before been a ftranger. 

0 

m I • _ 

His firft application was to the prince of 
Wales. He offered to double his income, to 
difcharge all his debts, and to provide for his 
followers. The prince, with a laudable for- 
titude, rejected a propofal, that muft have 
damned his reputation for ever, and declar- 
ed, that he would liften to no terms, fo long 
as Walpole remained at the head of affairs. 
He then applied to the whig leaders. He 
offered them carte blanche aflured them, 
that, in the management of affairs, their own 
fyftem fliould be adopted ; and required no- 
thing of them in return, but impunity for 
himfelf and his friends. 

« 

• 

Though this were the moment to have 

reftored the conftitution to its vigour, though 
all their hard-fought battles were now 
brought to a determination, and immorta- 
lity feemcd fufpended over their heads ; yet 
the baits, held out to them, were, it feems, 
too tempting to be refufed. Sir William 
Wyndham was now dead, and Lord Boling- 
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broke removed to the continent. Lord Car* 
teret and Mr. Pulteney were the firft, that 
clofed with the miniftcr's propofals : others 
prcfcntly followed; and a new adminiftra- 
tion was adjufted, of the old colleagues of 
fir Robert Walpole, and the prefent de- 
ferters of the caufe of the people. 

• 

It fecmed, as if the name of patriotifm 
was changed into contempt, and human na- 
ture degraded from the elevation of virtue, 
by fuch an event. The tide of popular in- 
dignation was turned. Mr. Pulteney was its 
firft vicYnn. His fociety, fo lately courted, 
was fhunned, as a contagion } and, inftcad of 
the acclamations that cre-while attended hrs 
progrefs, he was every where encountered 
with hifles and fcorn. Upon others, indeed, 
the effett was not fo fudden. But, as it had 
been faid of the murderers of Cxfar, that 
they were all, fooner or later, overtaken by 
the vengeance of heaven : fo, of all thofe, by 
wb^m Walpole was fcreened from juftice, 
there was not one, who was able long to re- 
tain the power he had acquired by treache- 
ry, or who could ever recover any (hare in 
the public confidence* 



^ 

S 



Digitized by Google 



E A R L O F CHAT H A U* 2 $ 

Mr. Pulteney, in -purfuance of a promifc 
rhc had made while in oppofition, would ac- 
cept of too office in the government j and, 
•of confluence, prefently found, that he re- 
tained no influence in the ftate. His coad- 
jutor, lord Carteret, engrofied the whole 
power of admirviftration. As his fortune 
was narrow, his principles pliant, and his 
ambition unbounded, he ftudioufly fell in 
with all the prejudices of his matter, and 
engaged in the continental meafures he fa 
lately condemned, with a vigour and decifion, 
which fir Robert Walpolc never dared, or 
was never able to -afliimc. 

It was at tin's moftietot, that Mr. f>itt rofe 
trpon the ruins of his confederates. He con- 
tinued firm to his old principles, atid the na- 
tion in general began to look tip tto him, as al- 
radft the only man they could truft. He urged 
the enquiry againft Watpolc with unfeigned 
carneftnefs ; he warned the nation agamft be- 
ing deceived by the femblance of a change ; and 
he oppofed with a confhvncy which nothing 
cotild fubduejthofee^penfivc and ruinous mea- 
fttres, in which the government was fo deeply 
engaged. It has been a popular objr&ion to 
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his eloquence, that it was rather declamatory, 

than folid j and that he fhone more in point- 

* » 

cd inve&ive, and a warm appeal to the pa£ 
iions, thari in the methodical deduftions of 
rcafon, or the lucid arrangement of particu- 
lars. Whether this were in any cafe true, I 
will not now enquire ; I believe, there is not a 
fpeech, in all the records of the Britifli fenate, 
more fraught with found knowledge, and 
the deepeft political reflections, than that 
which Mr. Pitt made, againft the addrefs, 
.upon the fpeech from the throne, in Decern- 
ber, 1743. Though it was delivered at a 
time, when the public affairs were mod em- 
broiled, and the public paffions wrought up 
to the greateft height ; yet it is fuch, that 
the wifdomof ages, and the impartiality of. 
lateft poftcrity, can fcarcely make any addi- 
tion, to the vigour of its reafonings, and the 
fngacity of its determinations. So true it is, 
that Mr. Pitt's eloquence was of every kind 4 
and that he never undertook a fubjeft, in 
which you would not have thought, that he 
was formed for that, and that alone. 

In this fpeech, he readily admits, that the 
balance of power ought to be one objeft of 
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our politics j and he draws the line, beyond 
which it will ever be unwHc in us to pafs. 
He obferves, that, as we are the mod remote' 
from danger, we ought always to be the leafi:' 
'fufceptible df jealoufy, and the laft to take 
the alarm : That, when tbt powers of the 
continent apply to us, to afllft them again ft 
<the encroachments >t)f an ambitious neigh- 
bour, we may take what (hare, and what fort % 
of (hare in -the war We think fit ; but, when 
we apply to them, they will prefcribc to us in 
both. He points out the application of this 
principle to the late, and the. then flate of 
affairs ; fhows what were the deviations of 
the former adminiftration, and what the new 
deviations of the prefent j and draws a lively 
<ontraft between the perfons, who had the 
chief dire&ion in both. * Our former mi- 
" niftcr," fays he, « betrayed the intercfts of 
" his country, by his puiillanimity 5 our pre- 
sent facrifices them by his quixotifm. Our 
u former minifter was for negociating with 
0 all the world ; our prefent is for fighting 
againft all the world. Our former minifter 
was for agreeing to every treaty, though 

< c never fo diflioaourable ; our prefent will 
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+< give ear to no treaty, though never fo rea- 
«< ibnable. Thus both appear to be cxtra- 
«vagant; but with this difference, that, by 
« the extravagance of the prefent, the nation 
« will be put to a much greater charge than 
« ever it was by the extravagance of the for- 
** mer." 

Lord Carteret's adminiftration now drew 
to a period. Though his government was un- 
popular, and .all his meafures were queftioo- 
<d ; yet his open and parliamentary enemies 
v/cre not the moft dangerous he had to en- 
counter. The branches of adminiftration 
-tverc by this time regularly diftributed. Lord 
Carteret, by the fuperiority of his abilities, 
r.nd bis afcendancy over his matter , had ob- 
tained the fole direction of foreign affairs 4 
while the power of the fupplies was in Mr. 
•Felham and the duke of Newcaftle, the re- 
maining aflbciates of fir Robert Walpole. 
Confcious that the bufinefs of government 
could not go on without them, and torment- 
ed with the jealoufy, infeparable from little 
minds, they refolved to drive their colleague 
from the councils of his fovcreign. At firft, 
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indeed, they profecuted their defign in .1 
more covert manner and, by a moft unpar- 
alleled ftep, appear, by theiHnfltience witli 
with the regency at home, to have Cruftrated 
the progrefs lord* Carteret had made, under 
the |tifpe£Mon of his mafter, upon the conti- 
nent, for obtaining' an immediate treaty of 
peace, upon terms, equally advantageous and 
honourable. But, as they found, that, in 
doing this, they could neither compel that 
nobleman to refign, nor (hake his credit in , 
the clofcf, they threw off the mafic, expli- 
citly declared they would fcrve with him no 
longer, and compelled their matter to ao 
quiefce in their determination. 

It is mortifying, to fee the abilities of a 
Eitt, however undefignedly, co-operating in 
fo ungenerous a plan* Lord Carteret, it is- 
true, by his defertion of the fentimcnts he 
maintained in oppoiition, fhowed, that ambi- 
tion was, in his breaft, a principle, fovereiga- 
and uncontrolled. Yet it is difficulty to lie 
him made the victim of fo contemptible an* 
intrigue, without feeling fome motions of 
fympathy and indignation, lie was pofllflV- 
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ed of the fincft abilities, the rnoft elegant- 
tafte, the moft fplendid eloquence,. All the 
treafures of polite literature we j»e his own j 
and he perfectly underftood the interefts and 
the politics of every court in Europe* In a 
word, had his integrity kept pace with his 
talents, he was formed to be the brighteft or- 
nament of the court, in which he liv^d. His 
patronage might have given new vigour to 
the literature,, and his political Hull new luftre 
to the annals of Britain. 
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CHAP. H. 

» « 

Admimjlration of Mr. Pe/ham.—Mr. Pitt 
appointed pttymafier-getieral.— His vcrfatt- 
iity.- Origin of the war of 1755.— 
of Mr. Pefhami— Injiability of his fucceffors y 
the dule of NewcaJHe y and 
Mr. Pitt appointed fecretary ofJlate.—He is 
difmijftd.. ; . . 

IN^R. Pelham, who fucceeded, was one 
of the eleves of fir Robert Walpolc. He in- 
herited his fkill in parliamentary manage- 
mcnt, and was competently verfdd in the 
bufinefs of finance. But his abilities were in 
no degree equal to the conduft of a war. 
In fome refpe&s, however, he was dircftly 
the reverfe of his matter. The manners of 
Waipole were blunt and undifguifed ; and, 
as he was a ftranger to the fentiments, fo he 
was not ftudious to employ the language of 
virtue, but where it was indifpenfibly ncccU 
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iary. The manners o£ Mr. Pelham were 
mild, plaufible, and infinuating. Upon all 
occafions, he pcefer*ed tbe decency of a gen- 
tleman, and the refpettablenefs of office. 13 y* 
much apparent candour, and ever knowing' 
when to yield, he turned the edgcof oppoff- 
tion. Though engaged in the profecutioa 
of thofe ruinous meafurcs of government* 
which, were, in fome meafure, entailed upoa 
him ; he has ufually been confidered,. as a 
man of integrity and honour : and, however 
miftaken in his maxims of administration, is. 
fuppofecfto have beea actuated by a fincer.c 
- love for his country.. 

Hitherto, amidft all the viciffitudes of 
the ftate, we have feen Mr. Pitt prefcrvc a 
confiftency of conduct, as laudable, as it is 
rare. It was this quality, which, united 
with his extraordinary talents, obtained hihi 
at once the admiration and efteem of all the. 
difinterefted part of the nation. And, 
though, by fuch a conduct, he excluded 
himfelf from thofe lucrative appointments 
under government,, to which his great abilU 
ties muft necefiarily have introduced bim.i 
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yrt, had his paflion been gain,, which it cer- 
tainly was not, he did- not* remain wholly 
without his rewards A little previous to thd 
time of which I am fpeaking, diejJ the very* 
celebrated Sarah,* dutchefs of Marlborough J 
poficfled of immenfe riches;* and who; 
though her fortune had been chiefly ac- 
quired by her power wuh the whigs ; was 
violently attached to the country party, and 
even fuppofed to favour the exiled family, 
Among other legacies, fhe bequeathed Mr. 
Pitt ten thoufand pounds, " upon account,'* 
as her will exprefles it, " of his merit, h\ 
" the noble defence he I133 made, fcr the 
" fupport of the laws of England, and to 
«« prevent the ruin of his country.'' 



His oppofition to the meafures of govern- 
ment was, however, now at an end. Lord 
Carteret retired in the clofe of the year 
1744 •, and, though Mr. Pitt did not imme- 
diately come into ofllce, yet, in the latter 

end of the fame ftiTion of parliament, he rc* 

' t «... . t 

figned his appointment in the prince of 

Wales s houfl ;*d •, which may reafonubly be 

confidered, as a previous ftep to the arrange- 
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ment, that fliortly took place in his favour. 
In the fpllowing February, he was appointed 
joint vicc-treafurer of Ireland, and, two 
months after, upon the death of Mr. Win - - 
nington, he exchanged that office for the 
place of paymafter-general of his majefty's 
forces. 

During this whole period, from the re- 
Agnation of lord Carteret, he appears to 
have preferved a total filence in parliament, 
refpetting national queftions, with a fingle * - 
exception. This was at the time, that they 
were called together, iipon the breaking out 
of the rebellion in Scotland. He then ftood 
op, in oppofition to an amendment to the 
addrefs to the throne, ftating their determi- 
nation, fpeedily to frame bills, for the fur- , 
thcr fecurity of the freedom of reprefenta- 
tion, and the independency of parliament. 
In what manner he voted during this time, 
I am not able to determine. If it be allow- 
able to hazard a conjecture, I fhould fuppofe 
he obferved the fame moderation in this re- 
fpe&j as he did in fpeaking : fometimes voted 
with adminiftration j and forhetimes, upon 
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- points, where his judgment was fixed, or his 
opinions well known, joined the minority. 
Be this, as it will; certain it is, he did not 
enter himfclf, as a fpeaker in favour of ad- 
miniftration, till in the feflion, fubfequent to 
the treaty of Aix la Chapclle. 

Here then it is, that we are prcfented 
with the fitft inftance of that unfteadinefs 
and vcrfatility of conduct, which forms the 
favourite accufation of the enemies of this 
illuftrious character. >\ It 4 - is not, however, 
wholly without its excufe. . Mr. Pelham af- 
fected to fctout with forming an adminiftra- 
tion upon the broadeft and moil liberal plan. 
And, though he fcarce indulged the people, 
with even the appearance of a change of 
meafures ; he was able to* bring the principal 
perfons m minority, in both houfes of par- 
liament, to acquicfcc in his arrangement. 
This was partly owing to the aflurances lie 
gave, that he did not expeel: thofc, who 
joined him, to abjure the principles they had 
prcvioufly embraced ; and was even content- 
ed, they fhould publicly oppofe his meafures, 
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whenever they apprehended them to be of 
pernicious tendency.. 

* * 

In the acquiefcence T have mentioned,, 
Mr. Pitt had certainly little op no fharev 
But, defertcd of his colleagues in oppofition,. 
and obliged, either to follow them, or to ftand- 
almoft alone, he demurred. To continue to 
oppofe, appeared a heartlefs and a fi-uitlef* 
labour. He forefaw no advantage, that 
could refulc from it to the public weal and 
he felt, that it would amount, m a manner*, 
to the (hutting a perpetual door, upon his. 
admiflion into any of the great offices o£ 
ftate. Ambition . was- doubtlefs a leading 
trait of his difpofition. And,, in this coiw 
fitted the virtue of his chara&er ^ that his- 
ambition was directed, not to crooked ends* 
but to the largeftand mod excellent, purpo- 
fes •, and that he had rather have feen it for 
ever ungratified, than gratified, in. a manner,, 
that, lie believed, would not enable him ta 
promote the fervicc of his country. Accord- 
ingly, he introduced, by his integrity, a 
coniiderable reform into the pay-oflice, 
which, of all others,, is the mod liable to 

* * 
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abufcj and diftiDguiftcd himfclf by the very 
honourable fmgularity, of never making any 
advantage of the public money, white it re*- 
mained ia his hands. 

- • 

But, though we haveftated the reafons y 
which may be luppofed to have influenced 
his conduct, we do not aiean to adopt them* 
The firft principle, whether of public or pri- 
vate virtue,, is, to do that, which we appre- 
hend to be right, without regard to confe- 
rences. He, who is the delegated guardian 
of the welfare,, and the liberties of the peo- 
ple, is bound, upon all occafions, to exert 
the talents he pofleflcs, in fupport of every 
ialutary, and oppoiition to every pernicious 
meafure. . And the moment he defcrts this 
line of conduct, he rauft-be confidered, in 
fome mcafure, as betraying the truft that is ' 
committed to him, and facrilking to perfonaL 
oonfiderations the intereft^of his country. . 

The period, of which I am now fpeakingj 
from the refignatioa of lord Carteret, to the 
peace of Aix la Chapelle, is, upon many ac- 
counts^ a memorable era. The war was now 
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become* at once ruinous and abfurd. If, ih 
the beginning, its eondutt were fuch, as in- 
titled its director to the appellation of a 
Quixote; in its prefent ftate, it concentred 
the extreme of madnefs, with the extreme of 
imbecility. It had, for fame time, become 
totally deftitute of an obj*& ; and was car- 
ried on for this (ingle reafon, becaufe it wa$ 
already begun. The viftor, at the clofe of 
every campaign, held forth in vain to the 
vanquished, the moft advantageous terms of 
accommodation. It is probable, that the ad- 
miniftratioTi, who, by their cabals, had pre- 
vented lord Carteret from > accomplifting 
that defirafele objefr, dared not immediately 
to do that themfclves, which they had pro^» 
fefled to difapprove in another. In the 
mean time, this very period was diftingui&ed 
by the moft picrfeft fupinenefs at home. The 
oppofition in parliament, equally reduced in 
numbers, and in fpirit, was fuch, as fcaxcely 
to defervc the name. 

At length, however, at the time, in 
which minifters had chofen to accept the 
terms, that were held cut to them, an acci- 
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dental circumftance tended to revive, in 
fome degree, the ardour of parliamentary 
debate. A> frefh difpute had broken out 
between his majefty, and the prince- of 
Wales* Lord Bblingbroke had, fome time 
before, returned to his native country 5 and 
is now faid to have fecrctly actuated the de- 
liberations of the prince's court. The prin- 
cipal perfons of that court, with the carl of 
Egmont at their head, fell down the ftream 
of oppofition. At the fame time, Mr. Pitt, 
who, it is probable, had hitherto been re- 
trained by his difapprobation of the conduct 
of the war, thought himfelf at liberty openly 
to fupport the meafures of government 
The minifter had alfo a moft able auxiliary 
in Mr. William Murray, now earl of Mans- 
field. ... 

A generous mind can derive little plea- 
fure, from detecting the inconfiftencies, into 
which the greatcft characters have fallen. 
But, though not an agreeable talk, our re- 
gard for the truth of hiftory renders it an 
indifpenfible one. Formerly Mr. Pitt had 
promoted, upon all occafions, the fpirit of 
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parliamentary enquiry ; and ftood forth the 
advocate of the mod fpirited meafures in all 
our foreign concerns. Now he placed him- 
ftlf in the way of fuch difcuflions ; and 
expatiated with fluency upon the advantages 

* 

of temporifing. Formerly he had pleaded; 
with vehemence and energy, for the fubftf- 
tuting a general addrefs of thanks, mftead of 
thofe proftitute echoes of the fpecch from 
the thx-one, ib unworthy the majefty of a- 
a free people. Now he carefully difplaycd 
the evil tendency of a dry and unaaimated 
flyle ; and aflured parliament, that thefe 
things were mere words of courfe, and might 
afterwards be retraced, upon better infor- 
mation, without any breach of dignity or 
truth. Formerly he had diftinguiflicd him- 
frlf by his oppoGtion to a ftanding army % 
and, in purfuance of this principle, had 
cfpoufed every rtfti ittion, that had bten pro- 
pofed, upon the defpotifm of military law. 
Now he pleaded for an extenfion of that 
law ; and oppofed a bHl, whofe objeft was to 
have created fuch a rotation in the army, 
that, in a few years, every pea&nt and arti- 
fan, in the kingdom, would have underftood 
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the bufincfs of a foldier and the people in 
general have probably concluded, that a 
ftanding army was altogether ufclefs. u Our 
« liberties exifted," hfc declared, " (okly in 
u dependence upon the direction of the fove- 
•ireiga, and the virtue of the army. To that 
« virtue,** faid he, " we truft, even at this 
*« hour, fhiall as our army is.. To that vh> 
« tue we muil continue to truft, (hould we 
« c efpoufe all the precautions our warmeft op- 
« c pofers caa defire. And,, without this vu> 
" tue, fhould the lords, the commons, and 
« the people of England,, intrench them- 
M fclves behind parchment, up to the teeth j 
m the fword will find apafiagc to the vitals 
*« of the cooftitution." In fine, he had for- 

merly been uniform in his oppofition to con- 

* ' . . . 

tinental meafures, and the fubfidifing the 
princes of Germany. Now he flood up. in 
defence of the moft exceptionable fpecies of 
fubfidy * a fubfidy, in time of peace - K a fub- 
fidy, that has fcarcely been found, in a fingle 
mftance, to aafwer the end, for which it wa* 
defigned,. or to bind thofe to us in the feafou 
of danger, whom, we thus anticipated in tha 

# • * * 

time of tranquillity* * _ 
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The generality, I believe, will be inclined 
to queftion the fincerity of this converfion y 
and will reprcfent to themfelves Mr. Pitt as 

■ 

engaged in the fiipport of meaiures, whieh; 
in his own breaft, he peremptorily difap- 
proved. But they know little of the humati 
heart, who fuppofe, that, in fuch cafes, the 
judgment evidently points one way, aftd in- 
tereit and inclination another. Perhaps 
there does hot exift, upon the face of the 
earth, an liypocrify, unmixed and pure. In 
drder to deceive others, we firft deceive our- 
fclves. Intcrtft and ambition riot drily alter 
our language, bur our irmds. They attract 
our choree, they warp b\iv undcrftandlng, 
and tht 7 cloud otfr difee'rhriicin. K mutt 
dffo bfc renitmbercd, tKaf 'change of mind is 
fcarcely ever the refutt of fudden convift on, 
but almoft univcrfally produced by a flow 
and imperceptible progrefs. In the. compli- 
cation of motives, then, by which our con- 
duct is governed, it is feldom poflible, to 
afcribe its propdrtion to the influence of 
each : and,, though it were cafy, we lhould 
hardly be much, inclined to fo unpleafant a 
talk. 'Mr, Pitt was probably partly induced,. 



i 



Digitized by Google 



EARL OF C HATHA M. 43 

0 

to this fecond receffion, from his original 
line of condudl, by the motive wc ftated in. 
the former cafe. His cony^rfion may be 
partly afcribed, to the power exhibited ina* 
thoufand inftanccs, of the. fafcinating man- 
ners of Mr. Pelham. And, I. believe, the 
rebellion had, in fome degree, the fame in- 
fluence upon his comprehends foul, that; 
it certainly had upon every weaker mind,, 
to incrcafe his loyalry, add improva hi^com^ 
plaifance. 

In the mean time, I have met with but 
one inftance, in which he exhibited the re- 
mains of his old principles; and made ufe of 
that liberty, which Mr. Pdham indfclgcd to 
all the fervants of the crown* He had ever 
pleaded for the reduftion of. our army, and 
the iacreali of our naval force. And in the 
feilion of 1 75 1 > an amendment beings mov- 
ed, to fuMtitute 10,000 inftead of 8,000 
feamen, for the fervicc o£ the enluing year, 
he flood up, and ftrenuoufly fupposted it. . 

One falutary mea fare particularly diftin- 
guilhed the prefent adniinift ration*, Aimoft 
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immediately upon the renewal of peace, Mr. 
Pclham revived a part of the ft heme of fir 
John Barnard, for the redaction of the nati- 
onal debt ; and, in the face of a thoufand 
obftacles, carried- it into execution, with a „ 
fir mac fs and a patriotifm, that muft always 
be mentioned to bis honour^ 

The laft years of thi$ minit&r, owing t0 
the death of the prince of Wales, became 
ence more undifturbed by oppofitiom Of 
confequence, Mr. Pitt remitted his exertions 
in fupport of adminiftration, and fell back 
into that ftate of ntutraluy,. which he had . 
oMcrvcd, previous to the conclufion of tUc 
peace of 1748. The only thing, by which 
he diftingnilhed himfelf, during this period, 
was the bringing in a bill, for the relief of 
the peniioners of Chelfea hofpital, and for 
abolilhing the exorbitant ufury, by which 
they were opprefled. He provided*, that 
half a year's .penfion (hould always be paid ia 
advance, and that the annuity itfdf fhould 
be incapable of being mortgaged. This re- 
gulation, will ever remain a monument, of 
the diftingui(hed humanity of its author. 
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But events now began to prepare the way* 
for Mr. Pitt's acxeffion to that high employ- • 
rnent, in which he acquitted himfclf with fo 
much perfonal honour, and fo much to the 
glory and advantage of his country. Ame- 
rica had now, by infenfible degrees, grown 
up to the higheft importance. At the peace 
of Utrecht, when we gavdthe law to the firft 
fovereign ki Europe, the boundaries of its 
moft northern provinces were efteemed, at 
once, fo uncertain, and fo trifling in their 
confequence ; that their final fettkment was 
referred to conferences, that were little at- 
tended to, and an arbitration, that was never 
concluded. At this time, the fpirit of com- 
, mcrcc, in that part of the world, was rifen to 
its grcatcft height. As the French have 
ever excelled us in adroitnefs, and the art of 
winning the affe&ions, we had no other rc- 
fource, to put ourfelves upon a par with 
them, but that of compulfioa. While they 
perfuaded the Indians, we carried our pur- 
pofes by force ; and while they won, we ali- 
enated their affeftions. 

It 



, la would be abfurd to inftitutc an enqui- 
ry into which party was in the right, when 
the object of both was certainly not right, 
but convenience. It would appear ftill more 
aUfurd, when we reflected, that the Indians 
were the true proprietors 9 and that we, on 
each fide, were indeed no better, than rob- 
bsrs, fallen out about the fpoil, that they had 
made upon the innocent and defencelefs paf- 
fenger. But, whatever might be the fertti- 
menu of either party, upon this head, they 
do not feem, at any time, to have exerted 
themfclves, to put matters in a train of ac- 
commodation, France defked, under the 
' »rmmc of peace, to continue her encroach*. 
»ments$ and Great Britain, as ufual, began 
•with temporifing and delay, and concluded 
■with haftinefs and precipitation. 



In the beginning of 'this-difpute* Mr. 
fcamdied; fortunately perhaps for his own 
chanacter^ univerfaily regretted by the nati- 
on. The miniftry, that he left behind him, 
and that held their ground for fome time 
after his death, were a body of weaknefs and 
inanity, almoft without a parallel. The prin- 
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•cipal figure in this groupe was the duke of 
Newcaftle, brother to the deceafed. His abi- 
lities were perhaps of the flendereft forth, 
that were ever hazarded in. fo important a 
ftation. He was chiefly diftinguifhed, for 
his unfeigned attachment to the houfc of 
Brunfwic, and as one of the leaders of the 
whig party. He was not however deficient* 
cither in pride, or ambition. It was. his de^ 
light, to be furrounded with a. crowd of de- 
pendents, and to appear diftrailed with a 
multiplicity of bufin^Ts. His manners were 
thofe of buttling importance. His judgment 
Avas confufed, headlong, and abrupt. At 
the fame time, he was perfonally difintereft- 
ed. And the partiality which every maa 
•feels for, his own talents, may well be fup- 
pofed, to have hindered him from fufpefting, 
that the defire he felt to engrofe the diredtion 
of affairs, could poflibly be produdtive of any 
detriment to his country. 

» 

The temper of this nobleman was exceed-, 
mgly vifible in the meafures, now adopted by, 
adminiftration. Foftered by their weaknefs 
and indecifion, the American difpute got to 
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a head. And when it could be negleftcd no 
longer, they ran immediately into the oppo- 
ilte extreme. Inftead of fending to the 
French court their peremptory and ultimate 
demands, they iflucd clandeftine -orders of 
rcprifal* and held up Great Britain imdcr 
the chara&er of the pirates of Europe. And 
inftead of dire&ing the whole energy of go- 
vernment, to the increafing our naval force, 
they employed themfelves in forming ex-pen- 
five connexions upon the continent, that 
could have no tendency, but to involve us in 
an iinneceflary, general war. 

At this juncture, and upon the meeting of 
parliament in November, 1755, Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Fox, the paymafter general, and fe- 
crctary at war, put tliemlelvcs at the head 
of oppofition; and attacked the treaties, 
lately concluded with Ruflia and Hefle Ca£- 
fcl, with an energy and fpirir, that feemed 
altogether irrefiftible. No two chara&ers 
could be more diffimilar. But they agreed 
in this, the being both of them aftuated by 
an uncontroulablc fpirit of ambition. They 
were fenfible, that the prefent miniftry could 
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not ftand long. By pu thing them tJown the 
precipice, they cxpc&ed to advance them- 
•felves upon their ruins. And indeed it was 
impoffible for both of them to be -difappoint- 
cd. Accordingly Mr. Fox became fecretary of 
ftate, and oftenfiblc prime- minifter; and 
Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Legge, who had joined in 
bis opposition, were commanded to refign 
their refpedtive employments. 

\ 

Though, by this ftep, the hands of go- 
vernment acquired a temporary addition of 
ftrengtb, yet neither was the fpirk of par- 
liamentary oppofition much diminifticd, nor 
the conduit of foreign affairs at all altered. 
The fuccceding campaign in America was al- 
together inactive. The adminiftration feem- 
ed wholly cngioffed by their ftars. And the 
government of France, underftanding their 
weak fide, marched feverat bodies of troops 
to the coaft of our channel, and ftudioufly 
adopted the appearance of an intended inva- 
Jion; while their real attack was turned up- 
on the fide of Minorca. The ftratagem had 
had all the effett its mod {anguine friends 

could have wiflbed. Great Britain was im- 

C 
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mediately deluged with Hcffian and "Hano- 
verian auxiliaries; while the devoted ifland, 
was, in i manner, utterly forgotten. But 
«fae tvents that chiefly diftioguifhed this 
year, and were alone lading in their confe- 
quenecs, were the alliance* concluded be- 
tween France and Auftria on the one hand, 
and Great Britain and Pruflia on the other. 

If the two contendiug powers in Ame- 
rica, were iofpired with an infatiaMe luft of 
gain; much more were the two gteat ftates 
of Germany, pdfleffed with a moft reftlefe 
fpJrit of ambition. The lofs of Silefia per- 
petually haunted the reflcaipiw, and disturb- 
ed the tepofe of the emprefs 5 while her iU 
ftiftrious antagonift appeared not to remain 
contested with his acquifition. He probably 
looked forward to fome objeft, of which 
perhaps himfelf had no determined idea, bm 
\frhich has certainly never been perfe&Jy urt- 
derftood hy the world. With thefe difpofi- 
fidris, they only waited for an opportunity to 
declare themfelves. And this opportunity 

* # 

was furnifhed by the mutual cabals of the 
courts of Vcrfaillcs and London. The for- 
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tner undcrftood top well our fovereign's pre- 
dilection for his German dominions, not to 
forefee their advantage, in diftra&iog the at- 
tention, and dividing the force of their enfc- 
<my, by an attack upon Hanover. . 

■ 

For fome time, it was uncertain, whiqh 
of the Germanic powers fhould unite with 
iwhich of the maritime ones. Never did 
any war commence in fuch a medley of con- 
tradictory treaties. Auftria had been our 
-old ally, and, prefuming upoii her friend- 
'fhip, we had engaged the Ttuffians to make 
a diverfion in her favour. At the feme time, 
we ref ufed to conciir with her in her views 
oipon Sikfia, and by that means forced her 
into the arms of France. The king of 
Pruflia, protefting againft the admiffion of 
any foreign troops into the empire, feemcd 
•to our minifters to- open a door to a more 
intimate connexion. He was not backward 
<o embrace the propofals, that were made 
him. And thus we exchanged our old and 
natural ally, for a prince, who rauft be fup- 
ported by an enormous fubfidy, and whole 

.i'ricndOrip could never afford us the fmallcft 

C 2 
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advantage. We paved the way to a frefh 
iCXtmplc of thofe lingular confederacies j not, 
4>f many fmaller powers to reduce one over- 
.grown one; but of feveral, the grtatdt 
powers upon earth, combined for ^ie de- 
ftruftion of one ftate, fmall in extent, and 
Shallow in its refources. 

In the mean time, thefe proceedings, how- 
ever injudicious, were perhaps too compli- 
cated for the level of popular decifion. Bwt 
the lofs of Minorca blew up the flame of na- 
tional refentment to its higheft pitch. Br a 
train of infidious arts, the minrftry were able 
to throw the weight of it, in a good-mea- 
fure, off themfelves, upon the admiral they 
had employed. Accordingly he was foon 
after facrificed, in a manner, which what- 
ever may be the opinion we form of the me- 
rits of his conduct, was undoubtedly dis- 
graceful to the nation, and infamous to the 
perfons concerned. And, after all, the ad- 
xniniftration remained fo unpopular, that 
JMr. Fox foon after thought proper to refign. 
The motive of his conduct was fuppofed, to 
be an unwillingnefs to bear the odium of 
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meafures, in the forming of which he was al- 
lowed very little fhare. lie probably thought 
this embarraflinent not unfavourable to his 
views, and threw up his 'employment, with 
the hope of fpeedily rcfuming it, upon more 
advantageous terms. 

m 

Of the numerous difcipl'cs of fir Robert 
Walpole, Mr. Fox w.is the individual that 
xnoft refemblcd him. He however finally 
became more unpopular than that minifter 
ever was. His msuincrs had fomething lefs* 
of the plaufible •, and his temper, efpeciallyi 
towards the dole of his life, was infinitely 
more rapacious. In his turn of mind, how- 
ever, there appeared fomething, lefs diftant- 
from the charaftcr of a great minifter. 

Upon the removal of this principal prop, 
the whole ftru&ure of adminiftration fell to 
pieces. Thofc, who had fo long retained' 
- their influence in the cabinet, thought pro- 
per, at leaft in appearance, to retire from 

« 

the dire&kra of affairs. And Mr. Pitt, and 
Mr. Legge, the two moft popular charatters 
ia Britain, were now admitted into the re* 

■ 
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iponfible offices of government. But ar, on 
the one hand, it was not intended, to cede 
to them the power of sdmroiftration ; fo or* 
the other, they Wcr« found in no degrcd 
adapted to the purpofes defigned. They 
were, as it fhouid fcem, too frefl* from ojr- 
pofition. They could not immediately adopt 
the pliant *iann*r* of a court,, or lay afidc 
thofe principles, to whith they had beetf . in- 
debted for their popularity, they w£rc not 
of 2 temper, to fubtfiit to be the foots, or the 
fcapfegoats of an interior cabirie*. Thdy hack 
too high a fenfc of th« Cbrifeqtf *nce tkey had 
acquired, lightly or indonfiderately fo {aeri- 
fied it. Accordingly they opptffed, both ia 
council and id parliament, £ very mfcfcftire, 
however patronifed, that they apprehended 
pernicious. And even their conceffions, for 
ebneeflions, it muft be owned, they made, 
came with fo ill a grace, and were fo clogged 
by the conditions, that accompanied them, - 
that they tended rather to irritate, than ta 
reconcile. 

The efficient rninifters, tired of perpetual 
thwarting, and convinced, that their ar* 
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rangement muft prove abortive, fpare4 m 
pains, to prepolfcfs their agaiaft his new ftxv 
va*u$v m4 determined, at all events, t*'«*f 
pcl them from the; government. It 
(hould feem that the king had long fixate 
conceived a prejudice againft Mr. Pitt* 
Though it had been frequent, to appoint 4 
the paymaftcr-general one of the lords of 
regency, during the king's abfence upoa tht 
continent, this had never been dime, while 
Mr. Pitt held that office j and even, in one 
inftance, the fecrctary at war- had been ap* 
pointed, in a manner, over his head. This 
celebrated commoner had almoft uniformljr 
oppofed thofe continental incafui»es, to which 
his fovercign was known to be fo much at- 
tached ; and, as his language was vigorous 
and decifive, it probably left an> impreffioa 
upon the royal breaft. And undoubtedly 
thofe, who immediately furrounded the 
throne, had taken care to repcefent him, 
as haughty, imperious and uncourticrly* 
They even intimated their fufpicions of his 
loyalty. Thus artfully undermined, he was 
once ncore honoured with the royal com- 

rnand to refign. Mr. Legge, earlTemplc, 
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whofe fifler he had lately married, and ma- 
ny other of his friends, accompanied him in 
his retreat. Their country remained, for 
near three months, m the very heat of war, 
abfolutcly deftitute of any regular adraini- 
ftrafion. - • 

. It is truly wonderful, that a fet of men, 
weak, timid, incapable and ra£h, beyond ex- 
ample, not contented with their influence in 
the difpofal of places and penfions, fliould 
have continued thus obftinately fet, upon re- 
taining the direftion of a complicated and 
moft perilous war. For more than two 
years, they had exhibited an unvaried fcenc 
of defeat and diflionour. They had reduc- 
ed their country to the brink of deftruftion. 
And, at the fame time, by their cabals at 
home, they had cauftd the fpirit of party to 
be every where fubftitutcd for the fpirit of 
patriotifm. The more imminent were the 
diftfeflcs of Britain, the more irreconcileable 
were the faftions, that divided it. 
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CHAP. III.- 

Coalition of parties. — Mr. Pitt's admmiflra* 
tion.— Progrefs of the war. — Campaign of 
1759. — Fruit lefs negociaticns of peace. 

ThE fituation of Mr. .Pitt, at this crifis,' 
was, in t>ne refpect, more extraordinary, and 
more honourable, than any of thofe, by 
which the latter part of his hiftory was dif- * 
tinguiftied. Without any practical know- 
ledge of his abilities; and attracted only, by 
his confummate eloquence, his lingular di- 
% fintereftednefs, and the fuppofed purity of 
his views; the people of England united to 
look up to him, as to the perfon, in whom 
they confided, for the, folvation of their * 
country. 

The whole nation feemed to rife up, as" 
one man, in vindication of the character of 
the exiled patriots. The mod refpe&ahle 
cities and corporations prefented them with 
the freedom of their refpettivc bodies ; and 

9 5 
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addrcffes were fent up from all parts of the 
kingdom, foliating their reiteration to their 
refpettive employments. It were, at once,- 
difficult, and uninterefting, to trace the fteps, 
by which the fubfequent coalition was effec- 
ted. Suffice it to fay, that Mr. Pitt was 
again reftored to the office of fecretary of 
ftate \ the duke of Newcaftle was placed at 
the head of the treafury ; and Mr. Fox was 
gratified with the appointment of paymafter- 
general. Each of them brought in his re- 
fpe&ivc friends •, and thus the three great 
parties, into which government was rent, 
were happily brought, in fome manner, to 
co-operate for the welfare of their country. 

It is, at this moment, that Mr. Pitt's ad- 
riniftration properly commences. During 
the fhort time he had before held the feals, 









1 



been veryfmall-, and it would perhaps be 
difficult, to lay our hand upon that meafure 
of government, which properly originated 
with him. Now he affumed, not by his 
influence with the fovereign, but by his po- 
pularity with the nation, that afcendancjr In 
bur public councils, which Lord Carteret 
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had formerly enjoyed, under more hoftile 
aufpices, and with lefs happy* confequen<es. 

As it is by this period of the ljfe of 
Chatham, that his public aicrit is priflcipalljr 
to be e(limated,wc (hall doubtlefs t*»e exc-JU 
fable here, if- we run* out intp greater length, 
or more frequent refle£iion$, tbaq upQP any 
other part of our fabjeft. We have km*' 
in the example of lord Carteret, how unfuc- 
cefsful a coalition ufually proves, We £hall 
lee, in the prefentj a coalition, fucceeding 
beyond all reafonable ^xpettation ; the moft 
heterogeneous ingredients, and the utmoft 
harmony. But it is from the former, and 
not the latter, that a general rule is to be 
deduced. A thoufand circumftances com- 
bine to render the prefent a Angular cafe. 
Both the other parties had made their trial, 
and may be fuppofed to have been, in fome 
meafure, convinced of their incapacity. And 
the abilities of Mr. Pitt, were palpaWy fuctt, 
as* by no means, to afford ground -for a ge- 
neral conclufion. Any principle may doubt* 
lefs be pufhed too far. At the fame time, 
it muft be owned, that moderate abilities,^ 
at lead, may be »oft effectually exerted in 
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connexion > and that man mud be Angular- 
ly formed, who cannot meet with thofe, 
whofe general principles of government co- 
incide with his own, and with whom he can 
honcftly concur in the ufual tenor of their 
conduit. Truly pitiable is the country, that 
cannot afford an adminiftration of honcft 
views, and uniform principles j or that has 
. not virtue enough left to fupport foch an ad- 
ministration, againlt the oppofition of the in- 
terested, and the cabals of faction I s 

The firft ftep Mr- Pitt made, was to give 
up thofe principles, which had led him ta 
oppofe a continental war ; and to fall impli- 

• 

citly into the views of his fovertign* It may- 
be alleged in his excufe, that the alliances 
were already made, and the war had aflumed 
its form, before he was called to the head of 
affairs. He may be fuppofed ta have been 
partly actuated, by a fentirnent of generofity 
for the king of Pruflia ; upon whom the 
meafur^s of his predectfibrs had contFibuted 
.to bring a combination of the moft powerful 
ftates in Europe, and whom it would now be 
cruel to defcrt. And, above all, he proba- 
bly found this to be the alternative ; that he 
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Kiuft cither ferve his country in the way 
prefcribed him, or not ferve her at all. A 
continental war would inevitably be profe- 
cuted. At smy rate, it was pernicious. If 
profecuted without popularity, and without, 
abilities, it muft be ddtru&ive. If carried 
on with unanimity and energy, it might be 
productive of glory, if not of advantage, and 
the impending ruin be warded ofrY 

But why fhould we endeavour to conceal 
the truth ? Mr. Pitt, I have already laid* 
was poflciTed with a fpirit of boundleis am- 
bition. As the leading trait, by which he 
had hitherto been diitinguifhed, was elo- 
quence, it was the gown, that feemed deftin- 
ed for the fcene of his renown. His ambi- 
tion was not fubfervicnt to the delire of lux- 
ury and cafe; he was difintcrcfted. The 
mere poflcflion of power was not calculated 
to gratify it. Upon power* plodding, ufe- 
lefs, torpid and fupinc, he looked down with 
contempt. It mult be gilded with the rays 
of glory ; it muft be lVamped with the dig- 
nity of patriotilin j or it was not worth his 

■ 

acceptance. 

* * » 

* 
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There arc but two ways, in which for 
the minifter of si free country to acquire to 
himfclf immortal honour. By renovating 
the vigour of its original conftitution, by 
counteracting the tide of venality and cor- 
ruption, and crefiing new mounds againft 
the encroachments of defpottfm. This feems 
to have been the path, that Mr. Pitt firft 
chalked out to hinvfdf. For that end, with ' 
the unconquerable fpirit of a Raman,* he 
fet himfelf to oppofe the deftru&ive fyftem 
of Walpole. Too happy Britain, had the 
abilities of thy firft and noblift ftatcfmnn been 
thus employed f ^ 

But riper years and maturer deliberation 
taught htm, that Iris country was too far ad- 
vanced in imbecility, to make the execution 
of his firft fcheme probable ; that circum- 
ftanccs were by iko 4 means favourable; and 
that nothing, at any rate, but great and 
marked calamities, could be expected to 
awaken her from her flumber. And there 
yet remained another path open. A path 
too, that led to more certain, more immedi- 
ate; more undivided appiaufc. He might ex- 
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change the cold had of reform* and the aus- 
tere ipirit of independence, for the brilliancy 
of fuccefs againft a foreign enemy, and for 
the trophies of conqueft. Britain was once 
again plunged in a complicated war, and 
feemed advancing with hafty fteps to her ruin. 
Himfclf had almoft palled the meridian of 
his life. Like Themiftocles, the trophies of 
his anceftors would not let him fleep; and, 
like Ccefar, he wept to think, how many had 
clofed a career of honour, at a period of life, 
at which he had done Kttle to diftinguifh 

himfclf. Now he felt was the criiis of his 

» 

fate. Now he muft rife to glory, or fall for 
ever down the ftream of oblivion. He fnatch- 
ed the ruling helm. He filenced the cabals 
of a rival, and the difcontents of the governed. 
He braved the tempefts of the deep. 

s 

One of the firft meafures of his adminif- 
tratidh was the expedition againft Rochfort. 
Though carried on with a fecrccy, that had 

1 

hitherto been thought incompatible with {he 
nature of our government, it proved in the 
end moft defpicably abortive. In the mean 
time, the Hanoverian army, under the duk« 
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of Cumberland, was compelled to furrenderv 
The campaign in America was wholly fpent , 
in the forming of plans, in order afterwards 
to reject tUcm and the largcft and beft ap- 
pointed army, that continent had ever Fecn, 
was kept in total : ina£lion. Thus the cam- 
paign of 1757 doled, like tire campaign of v 
1756, without any thing being done, corre* 
fpondent to the public expectations.- 

t 

Popular applaufe is in its very nature in-* 
conftanf, and what had now happened, were 
enough, to have damned the reputation of 
any other man. The changing of fides, ixy 
order to the coming into power,' muft ever 
be difreputable. The officer?, that liad been- 
fent againft the French coaft, made no fcru- 
pie to impute the failure of their enterprifej 
to its having been originally formed upon in- 
fufficient intelligence. And, though it does 
not appear, that Mr. Pitt had any immediate 
concern in the other bufinefs of the cam- 
paign; yet the coincidence of times often pre- 
vents an attention to a circumftance, like 

this, among the vulgar. But fame, in the 
prefent injftancc, as if to vindicate her cha- 
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rafter, did not once dcfert her favourite* 
All Mr. Pitt's apologies were admitted ; his ** 
preparations for another campaign cheerfully 
concurred irr; and the popular expectations* 
once more became, as fonguine as ever. 

But if the difappointment did not ftrong- 
ly affeft the public, it however funk deep, 
into the fprrit of Mr. Pitt. In public he 
complained loudly of the military command- 
ers ; and lamented, that fcarcely a maa 
could be found, with whom the execution 
of a plan of cnterprife and peril, could with 
confidence be trufted. With himfelf, h* 
doubtlefs reflected, whether the failure of 
fuccefs, in any degree, remained with him. 
He was not afraid to fee his errors ; and he 
had too much fpirit, not to wifli, by the 
• miftakes of the paft, to improve his conduft 
for the future. I believe, the charge 
brought againft him, by the commanders at 
Rochfort, of the fuperficiality of his intelli- » 
gence, was, in fome degree, founded. Ac- 
cordingly he probably felt its juftice •, and 
laboured, with unwearied ardour, to remove 
it j till, at length, he perfected a degree o$ 
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information, that was perhaps fuperior, to 
what had ever been obtained in this* or any 
other courc in Europe. In a word, he felt his 
abilities^ he faw the thcalre in which he was 
placed i the eyes of the nation, the eyes of 
the world animated him \ and he burned to 
fignalift himfclf, in a manner, worthy of the 
hopes ha had excited.. 

From the peace of Utrecht, to the mo* 
ment, in which I am. writing! the chara&ec: 
of Britain has been entirely different* from 
what the annals of former ages have exhibit- 
ed her. The national debt has drained her 
refources. The influence of corruption. has 
enervated her fpirit. Ruin and imbecility 
have crept upon her with incefiant, unob- 
ferved ftcps. It is the glory of Mr. Pitt, ta 
have changed the fecne. Like the comet, 
he fpread a tranfitory fplendour over the 
profpeft, and drew a ftrcam of luftrc in his 
train. Hitherto our councils had been weak, 
inconftant and contradi&ory. . Our exertions 
had been impotent. In peace we were de* 
fpifed. In war we were baffled, defeated, 
and Jifgractd. The prefent war had indeed ■ 
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begun in unmeaning precipitation. la its 
progrefs we were paffive. We did not fo 
properly rcfiftv We fuf&red whatever the 
enemy faw fit to inflia upon u*. 

. Never was the great fecne of things fi> 
fuddenly Ihifted, as in the inftance before 
us. Whatever comprckenfive genius, cafe- 
tended intelligence, deep political know, 
ledge, and indefatigable induftry could ef- 
feft, was ours. From torpid fupinenefs, we 
Sftonifhed the enemy with unremitted acti- 
vity. Not a (hip, not a man, was fuffered 
to remain unemployed. Europe, Africa* 
Africa felt the influence of Mr. Pitt's cha- 
rafter in an infant. His glory, in the mean- 
time, advanced, like a regular fabric. Gra- 
dual iri its commencement, it however, dis- 
covered, to the difcerniog eye, a grandeur 
of defign, and promifed the raoft magnifi- 
cent effeft. By degrees, it difclofed beauty, 
utility and majefty ; it outftr<stched the eye 
of the fpeftator, and hid its head among the 
Clouds. 
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Though the preceding year had beea» 
unaccompanied with any fuccefles to the 
Britifh arms ; it is however the mod bril- 
liant period in »the biftoryof our illuftrious 
ally. He commenced it with a confiderable 
victory, which was (becceded by a ftill more 
confiderable, and apparently decifive, defeat; 
But, like Antinous, he rofe more dreadful- 
from his fall, and clofed the year with the- 
fuccefles of Rofbach aad Liffa; fuccefles, 
that feemed to wither the cverlafting lau- 
rels of an Alexander. Such is the ftory of 
this period : and, as a contemporary writer 
has exprcflcd it, - It ir not the ftoiy of a 
" century •, it- is the account of a fingle cam* 
«* paign." ' 

. The victories- of Frederic enabled the. 
Hanoverian army to renew their hoftilities. 
The French general, in ufing his lupcriority, 
had laid aiidc the principles* both of policy, 
and humanity; and. the time was now come 
for. him to feci the refentment of thofc, up* 
on whom he had tf^mpled. No occasional com-, 
pact can annihilate the external rights of hu- 
manity. Even the furrender in queftion, . 
< 

* 
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•Lad been made upon mutual conditions : and 
neither party had certainly a right to the ad- 
vantages, ftipulated in his favour ; unlefs, 
-on his lide, he punftually fuelled the con- 
ditions, that were made in behalf of his ad- 
verfary. In the mean time, the caufe of the 
allies did not now ieem more favoured of 
juftice, than of fortune. They expelled 
the enemy from their own territories, and 
purfued them into the kingdom of France 
itfclf. 

For the reft, the campaign of 1758 was 
chequered with viftory and defeat. We 
conquered the French fettlements on the 

coaft of Africa; we loft Fort St. David's in 

- 

the Eaft-Indies. We fubdued Louifbourg 

and the ifland of Cape Breton ; we were rc- 

pulfed with lofs at Ticonderoga. In OUT 

predatory expeditions, we were* viftorious at 
Cherbourg ; we were defeated at St. Cas. , 

1 

It feems to me, that rhefe expeditions 
ought not to be pafl*ed over without animad- 
vcrfion. They undoubtedly manifeftcd vi- 
gour and fpirit. They, in fomc meafurc, 
anfwered the ends, for which they were de- 
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figned. But they exhibit war in its moft 
horrid form. It were vifionary, in thefe 
fcenes of rapine, to expeft to rcftrain theto, 
merely to the deftruftion of the implements 
x>{ offence. They will ever fall, with the 
greateft feverky, upon the innocent and un- 
refitting. —War mud be wnfidered, by the 
' foul of humanity, as the fcourge ot humaa 
kind. Her laws, if we ire to credit the ex- 
pofitions of them, that have recently been 
tnade by men, who would be thought fkilful 
in the fciencc, may be brought to counte- 
nance every wantonnefs, and every barbari- 
ty. JJut humanity looks above this. What- 
ever gives new ruggedneft to the horrid 
fcenc, and a wider (pread to the field of 
blood, ,/hc will ever regard with unoungled 
abhorrence. 

The memory of the fubfequent campaign 
•will certainly never be erafed from the minds 
*cf its contemporaries. It t^as one tiffue of 
•viftory. ;It was diftingniflicd by the battle 
€>f -Miodcn, the moft confiderablc s>&ion in 
the cnurfe-Qf the German war. In it> mc 
assured -that afejAdancy in the Eaft-Indies, 
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•which we have ever fince beeiv enabled to 
maintain. Wc captured the ifland of Gua- 
daloupe, owe of the moft valuable of the 
•French fugar plantations. We fubdued the 
fortrefr of Niagara, and poficflcd ourfelves 
without oppofition of Ticondcroga and Crown 
-Point. 

• * 
But the moft illuftrious action of the 

whole war, was the fiege of Quebec. This was 
the chief objc& of .the enemy's attention, and 
the central point of the Brittfii operations. 
Miniftry have been cenfuredf or fending a force 
rof only 7000 men, agatnft a place ftrong by * 
nature, defended with a numerous garrifon, 
and covered by an army, whofe numbers did 
•not fall (hort of 10,000 ; and for placing a 
principal ftrefs upon the jun&ion of diftant 
armies, which, to fay the leaft, was in the 
higheft degree difficult. But, if this part of 
their conduft was thought to favour of rafli- 
nefs, every voice joined to approve of the 
choice they made of a commander. Never 
were operations conducted with fo much 
gallantry and fpirit. Indeed the fuccefs of 
the expedition appeared to have beca entire- 
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Jy owing to the general, that conduced k. 
Convinced of the hazardous nature of bis 
^nterprife, he trod upon the very verge of 
prudent daring, without being guilty of one 
a£t of ufelefs temerrty. He could not con- 
tent himfclf with the cold eonfolation of 
having done*his duty. Repulfed in the out- 
fct, his chagriu preyed upon his animal 
frame, and brought on a dangerous fever. 
He buried himfclf in follitude; expreflcd 
his disappointment in frequent fighs; and 
declared, that he would never return with- 
out fuccefs, to be expofed to the cenfure of 
an ignorant and •ungrateful populace. At 
length he retrieved his health ; renewed his 
efforts | furroouwted every obftacle, both of 
nature and art ; and expired in the arms of 
viftory. Generous, happy fpirit ! thy me- 
tnory (hall ever live m the gratitude of thy 
country, and drftant ages (hall imbibe gal'aia- 
try and heroifm from thy example ! 

i 

» * i 

In the mean time, the French thought to 
turn the tables upon us, and, in their turn, 
threatened our coafts with an invafion. But, 
in this defign, they were completely baffled. 
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A great part of their preparations were de- 
ftroyed in the bombardment of Havre; and 
two confiderable fleets, which they had def- 
tined for the execution, were beaten, one in 
the Mediterranean, and the other off the 
ifland of Belleifle. Their navy was, in a 
manner, annihilated. And, to clofe the 
fcene, they were obliged to flop payment up- 
on twelve different branches of their national 
debt, — Never was one year crowded with fo 
brilliant fucceffes. Not an enterprife failed. 
The military glory of Britain rofe to its 
higheft pitch. While our wealth was pour* 
•td, without reftraint, into the infatiable re- 
xeptacle of Germany; one would have 
thought, in contemplating our national and 
naval operations, that our whole ftrength 
*nd utmoft efforts had been centered there. 

Trom this period however, the operations 
of war were relaxed. The campaign in 
America amounted limply to a well-con- 
certed and fortunate -purfuh of the objefts 
of the preceding, and was <:lofed with the 
total reduction of the province of Canada. 
In the Weft4ndies we were entirely ina&ivc; 

© 
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At home, we diftinguifhed ourfclves only, 
hy the deftruttion of a fmall remnant of the 
Trench fleet under Thurot, and byfreGi pre- 
parations for a fecret expedition, which was 
afterwards laid afide. 

Two reatbns may be aligned for our re- 
roiflhefs. The fir ft was the defirc of peace. 
JNlr. Pitt has been reprefented by his ene- 
mies, as a man of blood ; reftlefs, and per- 
turbed ; whofe element was war, and his 
delight commotion and tempeft. It is in- 
deed natural enough to imagine, that his 
high fpirit and cver-aclive temper fliould, 
upon fome occafions, have given him too 
ftrong a bia3 towards violent counfels. He 
•^vas not, it may be, apt to balance, with fuf- 
ficicnt accuracy, our provocations and our 
refources. And he feems td have conceiv- 
ed, that the nice fenfe of honour, which 
animates a private individual, to repel an in- 
fult, under whatever difadvantages, is allb 
.commendable in the difputes of mighty 
ftates, and the affairs of millions. Nature 
had, in a great meafure, difqualified him for 
? temporifer. And it may perhaps be al- 
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•lowed, that he was fomewhat too haughty 
in his tone, and too oftentatious of fuperi- 
ority, in his tranfa&ions with foreign nib- 
lifters. 

These conceffions however muft be nn- 
dcrftood with certain allowances. If he 
were, in any cafe, led afide from the paths 
of rectitude, it feems uniformly to have been^ 
by the natural fuperiority and warmth of his 
temper. In principle, he certainly preferred 
the fubftantial profperity of his country to 
the mod brilliant victories. And, accord- 
ingly, we {hall find, in many inftances, his 
temper fubjected to his better judgment. It 
was, upon this ground, that he approved the 
peace of 1748. It was, upon this ground, 
that he afted in the matter before us. His 
heart bled for the difafters of war •, and he 
beheld, with equal aftonifhment and regret, 
the great expence, that k occafioned. He 
perceived, at once, that every object, that 
-the moft fanguine ambition could defire, was 
infured to us by the fuccefles of 1759* And 
he placed himfelf in that fituation, which, ia 
the former inftance, had reflefted as muck 

D 2, 
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honour, as could be derived, upon the feeble 
Louis ; of being the firft to hold forth, in 
the very centre of conqueft, the offers of 
conciliation. For the prefent however, thefc 
offers had no confequence. 

• • 

The other caufe of our remiffnefs is lefs 
honourable to my hero. The war became 
every day more and more Germanifed. Frefli 
reinforcements were poured, without *ref- 
traint upon the continent, and our attention 
feemed diverted to that fingle objefl. Mr. 
Pitt undertook to perfuade the houfe of 
.commons, and, as it ftiould feem, not with*, 
out fomc degree of fuccefs, that this was the 
proper field for weakening the French pow- 
er; and that America was conquered in the 
plains of Weftphalia. " So much eafier is 
« ir," fays my lord Chefterfieid* " to mif- 
" lead the people, than to perfuade them to 
*< the purfuit of their real interefts." 

* 

Though the firft advances towards peace 
were ineffe&ual, they however paved the way 
>for the negotiation, that was drawn out in- 
£o length, and formed the principal bufinefs 



Digitized by 



EARL OV CHATHAM; fj! 

of 1 76 1. Our only military exertion, the 
capture of Belleifle, was a- link in the 
chain ; and was defigned to form one of the 
compenfations in the intended exchange. — 
By the advances we had made, we gained 
fotae credit for moderation with the neutral ; 
powers. France therefore was willing to 
take a Gmilar ftcp. Her diftrefles were real; 
and (he probably was not averle to came to 
a- ftrious. conolufian, provided the concel-- 
(ions, required of her, w<!re not too morti* ■ 
fying. She hoped at worft, like Louis the 
fourteenth in the war of queen Anne, to 
difplay her own reafonabltncfs, and make 
the haughtinefs of England ofrenfive in the 
eyes of Europe. And (he had a yet fur- 
ther, and more fecret purpofe to anfwer. 
She had been, for fomc time, not without 
a (hare of fuccefs, forming cabals in the 
court of the new king of Spain. They were 
come to a pretty good underftanding. And, 
by this ftep, (he hoped to put a fini(hing 
hand to the bufinefs. . 

The firlY proceedings, on her fide, were * 

fair, open ami honourable. On ours, we 

D 3 
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prefcrrved dignity, without, at any time, loa- 
fing fight of moderation and humanity. The 
patriotifm, of the fecrttary fuflieiently dif- 
pofed him to peace ; and, more than- once, 
be receded from his firft demands,, in de- 
ference to the opinion of his fellow minifters* 
His manners indeed were. firm, and his tem-^ 
per unfubmitting. Rut, in the fubftantiai 
part of the bufinefs, his conduct was unex- 
ceptionable. In a word, every thing bore 
the rooft aufpicio us appearance.. 

At this time, a memorial, in behalf of the 
king of Spain, relative to fuch points, as are 
ufually to be found in difpute among powers, 
whofe commercial interefts interfere, was^ 
put into Mr. Pitt's hands, by the. French mi- 
nifter. It was altogether unprecedented and 
extraordinary, to fee a propofal, for accon> 
modating difputes between friendly powers^ 
coming through the channel of an enemy. 
It was alarming with refpedt to Spain. It 
gave the jufteft reafon to fufpeft the fincerity 
of the French advances. Accordingly, 
though- the negociation was continued,, alt; 
confidence and good, humour were lo£L The 
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fole defign of cither party was to throw thi 
blame of the final breach upon their advert 
lary. *' . *' ' 

The two points upon whkh we dftenfibly 
feparated were fcbtfe. The one, the refto* 
ration of the captures we had made, before 
the declaration of war. In this claim the 
French were determined, and they fupportcd 
it with very forcible and ftriking arguments- 
A ceffion of this nature, at a time, in which* 
we could di&ate the terms of accommodation^, 
had been a glorious facrifice to the laws of 
rcafon and humanity. But, in this light, it 

did not appear to Mr. Pitt. The other 

point of difference, refpedted our allies. 
France propofed a neutrality in the empire, 
but refufed to give up the conquefts (he had 
made upon Pruffia, and which (lie profefied 
to hold in truft for the emprefs. The pro- 
pofition for a feparatc peace had come from 
the Englifli fecretary: but he rejected that 
for a neutrality, as an attempt upon the good' 
faith of his country; and peremptorily in- 
fixed upon the demands for reftitation. 
This was a matter of delicate adjuftment in 

D 4 
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any cafe. In the prefeni cold and fufplcious 
temper of the two courts, the adjuftmcnt 
was abfolutely imprafticable. The negociati- 
ons were finally broken of; and we feparated 
with a humour, more adverfe, and intentU 
more hoftile, than ever. 
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C H A P. IV. - 

Origin of the war with Spain. — -Death of 
ling George the fecwd. — Cab -is of ford Bute. 

Mr* Pitt reftgns. — — Critique of \ his < 

adminiftration. - 

Mr . Pkt had, in the mean time, called 
upon the Spanifh ambaflador, to difavow the 
memorial of the French negotiator. He 
avowed it in the moft offenfive terms ; he 
avowed the union, that fublifted between the 
two courts; and extolled the generoufnefs ' 
and fincerity of the French advances. Mr. 
Pitt then wrote, upon the fame fubjedt, to 
our ambalTatlor at the court of Madrid, He 
reprefented the memorial, as offenfive and 
infolent. At the fame time, he directed the 
minifter, in cafe he fliould perceive a difpe- 
fition in that court, to explain away their 
concern in the bufinefs ; with readinefs and 
addrefs, to adapt himfelf to fo defirable a 

D 5 
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circumftance ; and to open to the Spaniards 
as handfome a retreat, as poflible. The an- 
fwer from Madrid, though accompanied 
with thofe proftfiions of amity, which, in 
political tranladlions, feem ever to be raoft 
carefully employed, upon the eve of a decla- 
ration of war, wa$ not a whit more fatisfac- 
tory, than that, which had been given by 
their ambaflador here. In the mean time,, 
Mr. Pitt had received the mod undoubted 
intelligence of conclufion of the. cele- 
brated family compact. This alliance,. which- 
fell little fhort of a unioa of the monarchies, 
feemed almoft aloac iufficient, to authorife a 
rupture, when it was become, in a manner, 
impofiible, to diftinguiflb. between the two 
powers. 

The fituation I have defcribed, formed a 
new era in the theatre of contention. Like 
a lion, who repeatedly urged, repeatedly de- 
laying to roufe himfclf from his flumber, at 
length arifes in his might;., fo majeftic and 
terrible appeared the Britifh minifter. All 
temporifing, all relaxation of the fpirit of en- 
terprise was at an end. The. energy and ac- 
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tivity, with which his adminiftration had 
commenced, fcemed now redoubled. Thoft " 
vaft: conceptions, and that comprehenfive 
view, by which his charafteF was-diftinguifh* 
ed, ' animated him with renewed" vigour 
when he felt himfelf about to aft upon a 
more extended fcale. He determined to be 
before-hand with the enemy, anil to come to : 
immediate action. He formed a plan for the 
feizure of the Spanifli flota, upon which 
their revenue, in a great' meafare, depends. 
He feems even to have imagined a defcent : 
upon Cadiz. He inftantly deftined a confl- 
derable force for the capture of Martinique; 
and he probably regarded this, as a prelude, 
to an attack upon the Spanifli fettlements in 
that part of the world. As aH his concepti- 
ons were manly, he- doubtlefs, in' that cafe, 
would have begun with the moft confider- 
able, that of the Havannalr. But a mine 
was, at this moment, fpruug, that difperfc/d 
all his projects ; and put an end to an admi- 
niftration, which had given luftre, before un- - 
known, -to the honoured name of Britain. 
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The campaign of 1759 had dsuzled the 
people of England. The campaign of 1 760,. 
lefs brilliant and attive, reftored them to 
their fenfes. They began to refledt on the 
nature of that continental war, in which 
they were involved. They could not forget, 
that Mr, Pitt had heretofore been its 
warmeft opponent. His fervid, cauftic ftile 
of eloquence, that made fo lafting an impreC- 
fion upon his auditors, was little calculated 
for a man, vcrfatile and uncertain in his po- 
litical principles. They recollefted the time, 
when he had declared with an energy, pecu- 
liarly his own, that he would never confent 
to our fparing " a man, — no, not half a 
man," to maintain a continental quarrel in 

the fields of Germany Independently of 

this circumftancc, they recolletfed the na- 
ture of thofe continental connections, which 
bad heretofore been fo much the objeft of 
difpute. They had all been confederacies of 
many confiderable powers in Europe, to 
check the ambitious views of France. No 
man had dared to propofe our engaging in 
fuch a field, without that fupport. No man 
had thought of oppofing himfelf to any 
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thing, but our unnecefTarily taking the lead 
in the difpute, and exerting ourfelves beyond 
the proportion of the reft of the allies. 
What judgment then muft they form of a 
cafe, in which Europe was fo far from being 
alarmed by the ambition of Fra»ce, that ail 
her moft confiderable powers combined in 
her favour? What judgment muft they form 
of a cafe, in which we fingly encountered 
them all; m which victory appeared unac- 
companied with advantage, ami defeat was 
doubly dertructive. — Add to this, they could 
not but beholcl with regret the trcafures, 
that were fquandcred upon this ufelefs ob- 
ject. Had the half of them been diverted 
into the line of maritime exertion, ourTuc- 
cefs, they believed, had been unbounded ; 
and a peace equally fpecdy and honourable. 

The feeds of this kind of difaffe&ion were 
already diflerainated, and there feemed no- 
thing wanting, but an able flatefman, to 
turn them to his own advantage. In the 
mean time, king George the fecond, in com- 
plaifance to whofe prejudices the continental 
war had been undertaken, died. His reign 
had been long, aad he died more advanced 
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>n age, than any of his predeceflbrs. Not-i 
withftandiog which, he had the rare for- 
tune, of dying in the height of popular ve* 
ncration, and was fmcercly regretted by the 
whole kingdom. He had few perfonal at- 
tachments to his minifters. And, though 
Mr. Pitt was originally forced upon him', 
much againft his inclination ; yet the fuccefs 
of his fchemes at length effected a reconcile- 
ment ; and h« had the happinefs, to be, at 
once, high in the favour of his fovereign, and 
the object of applaufe and adoration to the 
people. 

The predilection of one monarch, is rare* 
ly a recommendation to the good opinion of 
his fucccfibr. Mr. Pitt however, for the 
piefent, retained his fituation. But the 
young prince had a governor and a friend, 
who gave a new turn to the politics of the 
kingdom, and makes a con(picuou9 figure in 
the hiftory of the reign. It was the earl of 
Bute. His temper was rcclufe and rcferved. 
The fciences, to which he was attached, 
were thofe> that confift In cold and minute 
inveftigation. He was hefitating, prevari- 
cating and timid * the qualities, that form 
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the difcriminating chara&er of a fiudent.- 
The library, and not the cabinet, was the 
fcene, for which nature had deftincd him. 
In the mean time, he. was fenfible to the 
goad of ambition. With that conceit of his 
own talents, which folitude is calculated to 
infpirc, he formed no lefs a plan, than to 
drive, from the. helm of affairs, the mo(V 
popular, — I had almoft faid, the ableft mi- 
mifter, by whom it was ever guided ; and to 
fcize, once for all, the. government of a 
mighty kingdom; 

He began by turning to account that diF- 
like, which was infenfibly gaining ground, 
to the continental fyftem. He carefully dif- 
feminated thofe principles, and held forth 
his pupil, as the deliverer of England from 
fo enormous a burden. In the next place,, 
he examined the materials, of which the ad- ] 
miniftration was compoftd. They were he- 
terogeneous and diffimilar. Nothing, but 
the predominant abilities of Mr. Pitt, had 
held them together for fo long a time. Of 
the two other leaders, Mr. Fox had a per- . 
fbnal animofity to the fecretaryj and the 
duke of Newcaftle looked back, with re- 
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grct, to the time, irr whkh he had fo im- 
potently wielded the government of his 
country, without controul. The path of 
the favourite was, in this cafe, obvious and 
eafy. He entered into an intimate connexion 
with Mr. Fox, who was too penetrating to 
be deceived, and whole Iktll in parlia- 
mentary management would do - him the 

■ 

mod eflential At vice. Of the duke of New^ 
caftle, weak and afpiring, he bought the 
afliftance, at a cheaper rate, by flattering 
the fond expectations he had formed from 
the fall of his rival. 

The influence of the fecretary was now 
fenfibly declining. One of the moft ftrikmg 
fymptoms, and which ought to have given 
him the moft ferious alarm, was the difbif- 
fion of his faithful aflbciatc, Mr. Legge, from 
the fuperintendency of the finances. But, 
as he had always acted alone, and not inlift- 
ed himfelf in a party; fo he feems never to 
have formed any violent attachments. He 
probably confidered his influence, as of a 
fpecies of its own, and necefiaxily uncontro- 
labk. The earl of Bute was, at the fame 
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time, appointed fecretary of ftate, together 
with Mr. Pitt. 

At length,, in the critical moment, in 
which his imagination was fired with its 
largeftj. and moft comprehenfive plan, he 
found himfelf fuddenly and invincibly pre- 
vented. In the councils, that were held: 
upon this bufinefs, he demonftrated, in a 
manner, he apprehended, the moft incon- 
teftible, the hoftile difpofmons of Spain. 
He expatiated upon the alarming - nature o£ 
- the family compact, of the conclufion of 
which he had received the fulkft intelligence. , 
He told them, that this was the inftant ta 
attack Spain, unprepared and with advan- 
tage. Even while they deliberated, the 
time would be paft. Now Ihe was willing to 
tcmporife. So foon as her treafure were fafe 
in her harbours, he prophecied, with the 
utmoft confidence, flic would keep terms 
with us no longer. Beyond that time, we 
might endeavour to defer hoftilities, in vain. 
— Thefe things however, with whatever 
elfe he could urge, were to no purpofe. He 
found the whole council, with a fingle ex-> 
ception, (earl Temple,) dividing againft him*. 
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They reprefented it, as little lefc than rrrad- 
nefs, in their prefent fituation, to engage 
precipitately with a new enemy. In the 
mean time, they declared themfelves wilting J 
to maintain the honour of Britain, and, if 
expoftulations proved ineffe&ual, to fupport 

the fecretary in the vigorous profecution of a., 
war. 

Three times was this important queftion* 
deliberated. At length, Mr. Pitt rofe up,; 
and declared once more, that this, he was* 
convinced, was the time for humbling the 
whole houfe of Bourbon ; that, this oppor— 
tunity omitted, it could never be recovered j 
and, of confequence, fince he could not pre- 
vail here, he was refolved, that fhould be 
the laft time he would fit in council. He 
thanked the minifters of the late king for. 
their fupport. He faid, that,, for his own 
part, he had been called into adminiftration 
by the voice of the people \ to them, he 

mm 

confidered himfelf, as accountable for h*i3 
conduit; and he could not remain in a fitu~ 
ation, that made him refponfible for mc^ 
Aires, which he was no longer allowed to 
guide. . 
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; It hud been the glory of Mr. Pitt's go- 
vernment, to abolifh the fpirit of party, and 
to introduce into the fenate an unanimity, 
hitherto unexperienced. The amhition of 
lord Bute brought things back again to then: 
original chaos, and gave new life to all the 
bitternefs and implacability of fa&ion. A 
circu-mfUnce, that occurred,, at this time, 
deferves to be mentioned, for the Angularity, 
that attended" iU Upon Mr. Pitt's declaring 
his intention to refign, earl Granville, for.- 
merly lord Carteret, who had, for fomc 
time, poflefled the appointment of prefident 
of council, rofe up to fpeak. — We are here 
prefented with the incident, which fa&ion 
took to work upon. One party reprefent 
him, as addrefling the fecretary, with all the 
afperity of ftudied. infult. " I find," faid 
he, " the gentleman is. determined to leave 
«« us, nor can I fay, I am forry for it. He 
«< would other wife have certainly obliged us 
u to leave him. If indeed he be refolved to 

■ 9 * . % 
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" appropriate the right of advHIng his ma- 
M jefty, and dire&ing the operations of war* 
" to what purpofe are we called to this 
" council ? He talks of being rcfponfible to 
" the people. Let him. remember, that, this 
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" is to talk the language of the houfe of 
u commons ; and that, at this board, he is 
" rcfponfible only to the king. He may po£- 
«« fibly have convinced hinafelf of hia inralli- 
" btlky. But it.ftill remains, that we fliouid 
"be equally convinced; before we can re- 
" fign our underftandings to his direction, 
« or join with him in the meafures he pro- 
" pofes." — According to the account how- 
ever of Mr# Pitt's advocates^ lord Granville 
repeatedly and publicly denied the having, 
faid any thing of this fort. On the contrary, 
they reprefent him, as- having declared his 
very high opinion of the fecretaryV wifdoov, 
penetration, honour and integrity \ and as. 
ftating, fa a mod particular and emphatic*! 
manner, the many and iafurmounta^le dif- 
Acuities, wuh which he had had to ftruggle. . 
. — The authorities, by which thefe two very- 
different accounts have been vouchfafed to 

r , 

t • • 

the public, arc fo equally matched, that we 
have nothing, but the internal evidence of 
each, by which to determine our prefe- 
rence* 
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The confequences of the procraftination 
©f the Englifh government were doubtlcis 
highly difadvantageous. If they could have 
been prevented, without any breach of ho- 
mour and dignity, the not preventing thera 
did certainly deferve the loudeft condemnati- 
on. If Mr. Pitt meaned, as he probably 
did ; and as the reference, made, by his 
friends, to the manner, in which the war 
originally commenced, ftrongly confirms ; to 
let ourwith acts of piracy and f*rprife : I 
believe, the philofopher, and the citizen of 
the world, will not hefitate to pronounce, 
that advantages, however great that muft be 
fo bought, muft be bought too dear. Fiat 
juJ}itia,ruQt calum> is perhaps an hyperbolical 
maxim, that will not admit of a ftrict exami- 
nation. The principle however, in which it 
is founded, is not lefs juft, than it is beauti- 
ful. In the mean time, it is certain, that 
the delay of the fucceeding minifters was 
greater, than fach a principle could require* 
How far the fchemes of Mr. Pitt might have 
been reconciled, with open proceedings, and 
an honeft declaration of war, I will not take 
upon me to pronounce. It maj not how- 
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ever be improper to remark, that this is one of 
repeated inftances., which the difcerning eye 
will obferve, in the courfe of this hiftory, to 
prove, how far exalted genius is compatible 
with local prejudices; and how difficult it is, 
to be, at once, a great ftatefman, and a citi- 
zen of the world. 

• • • 

The refignation of Mr. Pitt was certainly 
founded in the higheft rectitude. "R^fponfi- 
bility h the firft principle of a free govern- 
ment; and the confidence of the people the 
only bafis of a good adminiltration. By a 
cabinet, whofe oppofition to him, was un- 
qualified, in fo leading a meafure, he could 
expect to be allowed no l'cope of action, nor 
the fmalleft particle of discretionary power. 
The disadvantageous effects, that flowed from 
an oppofite line of conduct:, demonftrate the 
magnitude of the queftion, -that divided 
them. Mr. Pitt's feceflion was necefTary, in 
candour to the people, and to enable them 
to fix the era of the change of meafures. It 
was a piece of fiiendfhip to his brother mi- 
ni Iters, from whole Schemes if any fuccefs 
could be expected, it could certainly be moft 
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rationally expe&ed, when they were permit- 
ted to aft, without diftraclion, and without 
control. 

■ 

Mr. Pi tt reiigned on the-fifth of O&ober. 
-On the eleventh, his relignation was fignifi- 
cd in the gazette, together with the creation 
of lady He iter Pitt, his wife, baronnefs of 
Chatham, and his own acceptance of an an- 
nuity of '£3000. At theiame time, it con- 
tained an article of intelligence from Mad- 
rid, calculated to evince the pacific inten- 
tions of that court, and of confequence, to 
fhow the weaknefs and precipitation of Mr. 
Pitt's advife. By this artifice, the earl of 
Bute hoped, in fome meafure, to turn the 
tide of popular disapprobation. In the mean 
time, he added the employment of a fet of 
unprincipled fcribblers, to place thefe cir- 
.cumftances in the mod favourable light, and 
to alperfe and vilify the character of the fa« 
-viour of their country ! 

r * • ' . 

One of the points, upon which they ex- 
.patiated, was the reduced condition of the 
king of Pruffia. He had ftruggled for fir 
campaigns, againft all Europe, in a manner. 
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combined againft him^with an activity, for- 
titude and perfeverancc, that furpafs all for- 
mer examples of heroifm. Never was it 
•known, that a confederacy, made up of fo 
disjointed materials, (hould have continued 
fo long unbroken. At length, exhaufted, 
and intrenched upon, on every fide, it feem- 
ed, as if nothing, but an immediate inter- 
pofition of providence, could preferve liim 
from ruin. This interpofition foon after 
took place in the death of the Czarina : an 
event, that opened an immediate vifta 
through the gloom, and gradually obtain- 
ed for him fuch a fupcriority over his anta- 
gonifts, as enabled him to diftatc the terms 
of accommodation. 

« 

In the mean time, it fcemed not impro- 
bable, that another campaign might have 
been fatal to him. The ruin of the king of 
JPruffia, muft neceflarily have been followed* 
by the dcftru&ion of the army in Weftpha- 
lia. With a forefight of thefe circumftances, 
Mr. Pitt, they faid, had fought to divert 
the attention of the public, by involving us 
da a new quarrel with the court of Madrid. 
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Difappointcd in this, having fleered the vef- 
fel of the ftate into the midft df fiioals and 
quickfands, he deferted the helm in rage 
and defpair ; and left his fellow minifters to 
•extricate themfelves, as they could. — How 
-reafonable this is in itfclf, and how confiflv 
ent with the character of Mr. Pitt, I fhali 
leave to my readers to determine. 

> 

Tn the mean time, this part of their ac- 
cufation, feems to have left no impreffion up- 
on the minds of the people. In another 
charge they brought againft him, they had 
fomewhat better fuccefs. The cry of pen- 

• 

fion is one of the watch-words of vulgar in- 
dignation, and it was not -entirely without 
its effeft. But the people of England -were 
not long mifled in this refpe&. They pre- 
fently faw through, and defpifed the ftrata- . 
-gem, that was attempted to be played upon 
them. The generofity of a free country 
rould not fuffcr them to be blinded to fo e£- 
fential fervices. In a word, Mr. Pitt loft 
Tittle, or nothing of his popularity, and the 
general indignation fell back, witji redoubled 

violence, upon his fucceflbfs. 

% 
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. In the mean time, I am not apprehenfive, 
that, with the cool and impartial, Mr. Pitt's 
conduct will need any vindication. If the 
public money were always beftowed in this 
proportion to defert, there would certainly be 
no danger of its being fquandered. The 
moft difintcrefted character, that lives, when 
Jie has a pofterity to provide for, may fure- 
ly be allowed to accept fo fmall an acknow- 
ledgment, for fo ilgnal fervices. The mul- 
titude are too apt to confound fuch an ac- 
ceptance, with an infamous bargain for the 
facrifice of integrity. But certainly no- 
thing of this fort is neceflarily included. 
Should we allow it to imply a fort of ob- 
ligation, not to run into all the afperities 
of faftion ; let it be remembered, that this 
were aifo unworthy of the exaltation of 
Mr. Pitt's character, and the vaft fpace, 
that he filled in the eye of his country. 
And it ought not, in any juft conftrudlion, , 
to interfere, with a cool, manly and inde- 
pendent declaration of featiment upon <any 
■occafion. 



Digitized by Google 



EAKL OF CHATHAM. 99 

Having brought the ftory of Mr. Pitt's 
adminiftration to a clofe, it may be worth 
while, to endeavour to form a general efti- 
mate of its merits. The fame fpirit of par- 
ty, that, in a former inftance, had induced, 
its infatuated votaries, to queftion. the duke 
of Marlborough's capacity as a general •, did 
not fail, in the prefent cafe, to induce fome 
pcrfons to aflert, that the fuccefles of Mr. 
Pitt's miniftry, were owing inlireif to the 
commanders, that executed, and, in no de- 
gree, to the minifler, that planned them. 
In himfelf, he was headftrong and precipi- 
tate y but fortune fmiled, and victory let her, 
fcal upon his undertakings. 

It muft be owned, that the good conduct 
of a general, in any particular inftance, is, 
in fome degree, more palpable, than the 
good conduct of a mimfter at war. It is 
difficult, upon the moft circumft-aittial do- 
cuments, and, in a manner, impofiible, up- 
on a curfory view, to draw the line, where 

r 

the merits of the project ends, and that of 
the execution begins. But, without enter- 
ing into fucii detail, there is a general evi-- 

E 2 
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dence arifes, fufficient to determine every 
, intelligent fpe&ator. .In a fingle inftance, .a 
man may be fortunate, or well fupported; 
he may be victorious, without merit, anxl 
even handed down to immortality, without 
having rpofltfTed, cither fortitude, or com- 
mon fcnle. But a chain of fucceflcs carries 
,.convi£tton,upon the face of it. 

In the mean time, we need not here con- 

* • 

^finc ourfclves .to reafonings, which apply 
equally in a thoufand cafes. There is a Juftre 
in the prefent, that .is peculiar to Mr. Pitt. 
"We need but contraft, the firft years of the 
war, with thofe, that immediately fucceed- 
ed the period, in which he. affumed the di- 
rection of affairs, in order to ; the being 
ftruck with the fulleft conviction. During 
the former, all was weaknefc, deje&ion, flu- 
pour and inanity. In the commencement 
of the^latter, vigour prefented itfelf in the 
place of rcmifihefs ; and the gallantry of 
invafion fuccceded to the cowardice of un- 
remitting paflivity. Lately, the nation Teem- 
ed to be made up of ifolated individuals, 
where each man .was left, by his uninter- 
efted neighbour, to the defence of his own 
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pfcrfcn and property. Now, they were form- 
ed into an unconquerable army of brothers, - 
and their exertions concentered by the ar- 
dent fpirit of patriotifm. Lately, they feem-- 
ed abfolutely dertitute of commanders-, or 
had commanders, who contended!]? intrench-- 
ed themfelves,' behind the cold- di&ates of' 
cautious prudence, or the unintelligible quib- - 
bles of military laws Now, they were led 
by a race of heroee. Whence came, this 
change ? Did Mr. Pitt actually create a new 
race of men ? No : but he blew the trum- 
pet of war, with the voice of irrtfiflible 

* 

eloquence ; and he difplayed the confecrat- 
ed ftandurd of unconquerable abilities. He 
became at once, the ruling head of Britain 
and the members* with one content, impli- 
citly fubmitted to his.dlreftion. J)id the ge- 
nerals Mr. Pitt employed, exift, before he; 
was called into power ? Moil true. But he . 
led them forth, from the torpor of unno-' 
ticed obfeurity, and breathed into them his, 
own enterpriiing and undaunted -fpirit. . 

4 

He did not rcfemble thofe accomplifhed 
gentlemen who accept of employment, for. 
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the fake of the eclat, that it brings, or the 
emoluments, that attend it ; and cannot 
bring themfelves to fubmit to the drudgery 
of office. From his youth, he had been no * 
ftranger to fevere application. Formed, by 
nature, to be a man of bufinefs, he was un- 
wearied in the difcharge of it ; and he for- 
got all his perfonal concerns in the welfare 
of his country. The parade of levees he ab- 
jured. The diftribution of places and pen- 
fions he refigned to his colleagues in office. 
His hours were devoted to the cflential in- 
terefts of Britain. He took, in fome man- 
ner, the overfight of every department of 
government, upon himfeif. His intelligence, 
from foreign countries, was early, authentic 
and univerfal. Pofiefied of the fecrets of 
our enemies, understanding their ftrong and 
their weak fides, he accordingly formed his 
conclufions, and erected his projects. Dur- 
ing his administration, the nation had confi- 
dence in government, and the fpirit of the 
people was with it. His name alone ftruck 
terror into our enemies. Finally, in his ne- 
gotiations, he never failed to fupport the 
honour of the crown, which he ferved, and 
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the ferene dignity of the conqivefts he had 
obtained. 

Such then were the abilities Mr. Pitt dis- 
played. But a more important quefiionj re- 
lative to his adminiftration, remains to be 
examined. I mean that of the advantage, 
or detriment, of which, in an cxtcnfive 
•view, it may have been produ&ive, to this 
country, and of its confiftency, with the 
general intcrefts of mankind. 

And here, we cannot help, in the Tuft 
place, dropping the tear of humanity, over 

the moll: general, and widely wafting war, 
of which there is perhaps any example in the 
annals of hiftory. What indignation does 
not the generous fpirit feel, when he fees 
the cold, inaniraated politician, ifluing his 
precepts from the cabinet ; and, for the un- 
intelligible objc&s of a fenfejefs ambition, 
rioting ii> the blood of thou&nd?, and turnr 
ing out defencelefs tribes, tp all the variety 
of wretchednefs ? If, in fpite of a thoufend 
other arguments, we needed any frefli proof 
of an after retribution, here it is pre fen ted 
to us* in inextinguifhable colours. Nothing, 
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but inespiahje damnatian,, can ever repay 
the more than infernal fpirit, I havo defcrib- 
ed. The pretended rcafons- of war are ufu- 
ally unintelligible and abfnrd. But never 
was war founded, in fuch frivolous allega- 
tions, and inexplicable claims, as that, of. 
which I- have been treating — But irt the 

commencement of it*, we muft recoiled, 
that Mr. Pitt had no concern. And, when : 
he came into power, it would* certainly have 
been moft difficult in itfclf, and impra£tica- 
ble, in. oppofition to the court, and the.na-- 
t Ion, to have effected a peace. 

The fame kind of reafonmg, is all we. 
Lave to offer in favour of our hero, upon, 
another head. War, in its general view^, 
would have been carried on$ if Mr. Pitt had 
not condudkd it : therefore the blame is not, 
eminently his> In like manner) the Gen- 
man war was rcfolvcd upon* without his par- 
ticipation. Thus far however, we muft con* 
fefs a blemifli. But Mr. Pitt's blemifhesy. 
like the fpots in the fiin, ferve but as foils to 
the luftre of hi* character. This certainly 
is an additional circumftance of his glory. 
Obliged to engage, in a ground, not his own, . 
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and which he originally difapproved, -he 
came off with more honour, ~ than other 
men, who have had every advantage in their 
favour. And, in a general view, ,,it muft 
be confidered, that the war, which was irre» 
verfibly determined on, was, in its- nature 
deftru&ive. Britain feemed to verge on her 
lad hour* Though Mr. Pitt did not- re- 
deem her from this fituation, and conduct 
her to- ui>failm£ fafety \ not, as it fliould 
feem, from the want of inclination, but of 
power: he however procraftlnated her fall. 
He raifed 4ier, like the phoenix, from her 
afhes; or, like the dying fwan, gave her lad 
hour-to be enchanting and divine. 

Posterity will look back, -with aftonifli- 
ment, and, if it were poflible, with incredu- 
lity, upon the infatuated expences of this war. 
The fupplies of the- year 1761, more than 
trebled the fupplies of any year of the war ** 
of queen Anne. If the treafurcs had been « 
raifed, as well as expended,- it might indeed 
pafs for gallantry and fpirit. But, when we 
- reflect, that thefe exertions were only effect-. 

E5 
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ed, by the creation of an enormous debf, 
that (hall one day fall back upon us, with 
accumulated ruin \ every feeling heart mull 
weep, to fee poifon fo gilded, and a nation 
ruined by her vi&ories, in a way, more ter- 
rible, than old Pyrrhus ever thought on. — 
In the mean time, it muft be acknowledged, 
that there are fome favourable" circum- 
ftances, which deferve to be taken into the 
account. The trade of the kingdom was fo 
far, from being diminiflied, or confiderabty 
interrupted, that it was indeed much aug- 
mented, by the events of the war. 

The parliamentary hiftory of Mr. Pitt's 
adminiftration, fo far as it has hitherto been 
publiflied, is particularly defe&ive. It has 
been alleged againft him, that, with all his 
apparent enthufiafm for liberty, while in 
power, he eredkd no new bulwarks in her 
favour. I will not fuppofe, that this was 
from the want of fincerity. His engage- 
ments as fecretary of ftate, were exceeding- 
ly multiplied. - His connexions in parlia- 
ment were few. And lie, in a manner, re- 
gularly divided his power, with his colleagues 
in adminiftration ; he aflumipg foreign, and 
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tKey retaining the difpofal of domeftic afiairs. 
Thefe corifiderations furnifh a fort of ex- 
cufe; though they- mu ft be acknowledged 
not to amount to a complete defence. In 
the fecond fcfiion of his miniftry, a motion, 
for fhortenkig the duration of parliaments, 
was negatived. In the mean time, a bill of 
fome of importance was parted, for afcer- 
taining the qualification of electors; and, 
fhortly after, another, reflecting that of re- 
prefentatives in parliament. It was alfo, 
during his fecretaryfhip, that the militia bill 
was, firft carried into a law, and afterwards 
improved. This meafure, though narrowed, 
by the jealoufy of the old minifters, till it be- 
came, in a manner, abortive, was certainly 
founded in the principles of liberty. It had 
been formerly introduced, and was now pa* 
tronifed, by Mr. Pitt. 

But there is yet another view, in which 
this period may be confidered, which does 
confiderable honour to the fecretary. Though 
nothing permanent was indeed eftablifhed, in 
favour of freedom ; yet his adminiftration 
muft certainly be regarded, as the temporary 
triumph of the people. By their voice, he 
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was called into power. By their verdi&, he 
was fupportcd. He carried his mcafares, by 
the unbought fufirages of their reprefenta^ 
lives. An unanimity of this fort in parliar- 
nient, was altogether unexampled. — And* 
when he fell, he fell, covered with popular 
honours : the gratitude of a mighty people 
followed, and illuftrated him ; and their in- 
dignation, and their curfc was the inherit 
ancc of his fucccflbrs. 
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Hificry of the great commoner.* AJminijlra* 

tion of lord Bute, Campaign vf 1 7 6a .:— 

Jfatt* of Paris. — Mr. Grenvifle's admin f^ 

tration. Adminif ration of lord Rocking* 

ham.* Affair of general warrants 

Of the flamp a£L 

T-JpON an occalibn, that, at this time, 
prcfcntcd itfelf, the popular difpofition was 
manifefted, in a very confpicuous manner. 
It has been cuftomary for the monarchs of 
this country, foon after their coronation, to 
dine, with the lord mayor of London, at 
the Guildhall. Mr. Pitt now joined in the 
procefllon. And the friends of government 
had the mortification, to fee their young fo- 
vereign, with whatever partiality, in his fa- 
vour, he afcended the throne, pafs along, 
almoft unnoticed; while the appearance of 
the great commoner, (fuch had now become 
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bis honourable ftile) was hailed, with every 
every demonftration of gratitude and joy. 

But, however unacceptable were the 
changes in adminiftratron to the people at 
large, in the new parliament, which met, 
for the difpatch of bufinds, On the third of 
November, the meafures of government con- 
tinued to be adapted, with much unanimity. 
Mr. Pitt perfectly maintained that manly 
and temperate line of conduit, which fo well 

became tht dignity of his character On 

the eleventh of December, a motion was 
made, for laying before parliament the pa- 
pers, that related tp the differencewith Spain. 
This motion he, of courfe, fupported. He 
did not wifh to conceal, from the public, 
any part of his conduft. On the contrary, 
the firft wifli of his heart, was to fubmit, at 
once, the motives, that a&uated, and the 
proceedings, that diftinguifhed it, to general 
examination. — The motion was carried in the 
negative. 

In the mean time, every thing happened, 
in the negotiation, at Madrid, as Mr. Pitt 
had foretold. Inftruftions were difpatched 



Digitized by 



* - * 

EARL OP. CHATHAM. Ill 

to our ambafiador there, to demand a cate- 
gorical anfvver, relative to the. conclufion of 
the family compa&. But, even before their 
arrival, that court had changed her ftile; 
flie pafied, from conciliation, to menace and 
inve£tive 5 and, almoft explicitly, avowed 
the treaty in queftion. When the inftru&ions 
were executed, the Spaniard treated it, as a 
ftcp, equally haughty and inconfiderate ; faid, 
be confidered it, as tantamount to a declara- 
tion of war; and acquainted the ambafiador, 
that he might retire, when, and in what 
manner, was convenient to him. The pulfe 
of the Britijfh miniftry ran fo low, at this 
time, that it is not to be doubted, that the 
court of Madrid, if /he had been defirous of 
it, might have obtained another term of three 
or four months, to complete her prepara- 
tions. ' ' . 

m 

The moft extraordinary circumftance, at- 
tending this rupture, was the tenor of a 
paper, given in, by the Spanifli ambafiador, 
at the court of London, and which may be 
ftiled, His catholic majefty's declaration of 
'war, againft the perfon of WUUara Pitt. 
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Nothing perhaps could be more honourable 
for him, than the- antipathy borne him by 
our enemies, and the efforts they made to 
deftroy hisreputation. 

One of the firflr objects' of the united 

houfe of Bourbon, was the invasion of Pon- 
tugal. Had an armament been previoufly 
formed againft the coafts of Spain, this ex- 
pedition had probably never taken pla<:c. 
As it/ was, it . became neceffary, to provide 
for the defence of our. ally 5 and, according- 
ly, the fum of one million was voted by par- 
liament, for that purpofe. A flight oppofi- 
tion was rai fed to this meafure. But Mr. 
Titt ftood up, in its. defence; and, in a 
ftrain, unaffectedly fportive and ingenious, 
vindicated the general .conduct of the war; 
and demonftrated the neceflity of this ftep in 
particular. 

The campaign of 1762 was exceedingly 
brilliant. It was fecond only to that of 1 759. 
The fpirit, which Mr. Pitt had infpired, 
continued to operate and the inftrument he 
ufed, ftill vibrated, though its keys were no 
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longer touched by that admirable matter. 
The general outline of the campaign, and J 
feveral of the particular plans, were his own. 
In the mean time, it would be hard, to deny 
fome fliare of the merit, to his fuccefibrs in- 
office. — Wc preferved the frontiers of Por- 
tugal. We took Martinique, and feveral o& 
the French, iftands in the Weft-Iftdies. Af- 
ter a very gallant ftruggle on both fides, we 
made ourfclves mafters of the Havannah. 
In the Eafti we conquered the iflatad of Ma- 
nilla. In the mean time, the commander* 
in Germany, who confidered himfelf, as nc- 
gle&ed-by our court, fefcmed only animated,' 
by that circumftance, to greater exertions, 

and terminated the campaign with eclat. 

■ » » « 

• But, though the operations of the war- 
were not neglected, the moft ardent wifties 
of adminiftration were turned towards -peace* 
France had experimentally found, that this 
was not the time, for hei> drawing, from hep 
alliance, thofc advantages, fhe had hoped* 
and (he fecmed nowj in* good earncft, in* 
dined to repofe* Few difficulties attended, 
its accomplUhmenU The. conditions k we^a ; 
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fueh, as breathed a fpirit of equity and mo- 
deration, and feemed to lay the foundation: 
of a lafting tranquillity. Had they been dic- 
tated by Britain, with the dignified forbear- 
ance of a conqueror, they might have done 
honour to the perfons, that negotiated them.. 
But the adminiliration feemed to confefs too 
openly, that they were determined to have a; 

peace, at all events; and, of confequence* 
France aflumed that fuperiority in the bufi- 

uefs, which (he fhould have been taught to: 
fufier. The family compaft was palled over- 
without notice. France conferred to evacu- 
ate her conqu^fts upon the king of Pruflla* 
s and the Germanic powers were left to fight 
it out. by themfelves. A mifunderftanding 
had taken place, in the beginning of the 
campaign, between us, and our heroic ally. 
That article of th* annual treaty of fubfidy* 
by which it was ftipuktfed, tha neither party 
ftiould enter into a feparate treaty of peace, 
had already been contravened by Mr. Pkt# 
At this time, the treaty was abfolutely re- 
fufed to be renewed, and the Pruffian would 
accept of no eleemofynary afiiftance without 
it. He even proftfkd to fufpedt our minify 
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ters, of carrying on an infidious correfpond- 
cnce with his enemies. His treaty, however* 
with the emprefs, prefently followed the 
peace of Paris, and tranquillity was- once 
more completely reftored. 

It has been already obferved, that the 
duke of Newcaftle had concurred in the ca- 
bals againft Mr. Pitt, with the hope of re- 
covering that power he had poflefled in the 
preceding reign. It was partly owing to his 
intercft, that things had gone fo fmoothty 
in the late feffion of parliament. But his 
imaginary triumph was very fliort. No 
fooner was the bufmefs of the feffion con- 
cluded, than he was difmified from his feat 
in the treafury, and the earl of Bute openly 
aflumed the reins of government. At the 
fame time, Mr. Fox became the minifter of 
the houfe of commons. 

Their primary objeft was to obtain the 
approbation of the fenate for the preliminaries 
of peace. This meafure occalioned the firft 
regular divifion in parliament. The mino- 
rity however made no great figure. The 
mifunderflanding, between the leaders of the 
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two parties, of which it was compofed, had 
not yet permitted them to unite in any plan 
of operation. In the mean time, Mr. Phr, 
though he had been, for fome time, confin- 
cd to his bed, by a fevere fit of the gout, 
came down to the houfe, and fpoke for near 
three hours in the debate. He gave his opi- 
nion upon almoft every article of the treatyj, 
and, upon the whole, infifted, that it waa 
inadequate to the conquefts, and the juft ex- 
pectations of the kingdom. The tcmppr, he 
had hitherto prefcrved, refpefting the mea- 
fures of government, feeras clearly to evince,, 
that this decifion was. not the refult of an in-, 
difcriminate fpirit of oppofition, but the fo- 
ber dilate of his judgment. How far it was. 
founded in abfolute impartiality, and how 
far derived from the unavoidable prejudices 
of his fituation, is not perhaps quite fo eafy 
to decide. 

- 

In the mean time, fo ftrenuous. was his 
diffeat upon this point, that it led him a.ftep 
farther. In the commencement of hi* ad- 
miniftration, he had been chofen. a member 
for the city of Bath. That place having 
now fent up an addrefs of congratulation to 
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Jiis majefty, Mr. Pitt declined the having 
any concern in . prefentipg it. He even 
wrote to inform his conftituents, that, hav- 
ing, the misfortune to differ- from them, in a * 
inattcr of fo much importance, he felt him- 
feif but ill qualified to reprefent them, and 
therefore begged leave to withdraw his pre- 
tentions upon any future occafion. 

« 

It has been a queftion of fome magnitude 
in the Englifh conftitution, how far a repre- 
Tentative is bound, by the knownTcnfe of his 
eiedtors. The opinion of thofe, who hold 
that fenfe to be binding, in all cafes whatfo- 
ever, certainly favours -moft of democracy, 
and a popular government. At the fame 
time, the idea of men of fuperior capacities, 
and liberal education, being chofen to deli- 
berate, in behalf of the people, at leaft, 
upon large and complicated queftions, is not 
furcly, by any meaus, deftitute of plaufibi- 
lity. There is perhaps, at-firft fight, fome- 
thing difingenuous and unmanly, in the add- 
ing againft our own conviction, in fubfer- 
vience to any body of men, however nume- 
rous and however venerable. At leaft, if 
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this confideration have weight in any cafe, ft 
certainly could not be placed in a more fa- 
vourable light, than, as connected with the 
conduct of fo illuftrious a character. And, 
after all, this mould fcem to be one of thofc 
cjueftions, of which a man may hold either 
fide, without impeaching, either his attach- 
ment to the caufe of liberty, on the one 
hand •, or the ingenuity of his manners, on 
the other. 

The unpopularity of the earl of Bute 
was now encreafed to a degree, almoft be- 
yond any former example. The more Mr. 
Pitt had been the idol of the people; the 
more they deteftcd the man, who had un- 
dermined his power, and elevated hirnfclf 
upon its ruins. It is difficult to pleafe the 
people in a peace, who are already inebriated 
with vi&ory. In the pre fen t inftance, they 
faw, with difpleafuve, the luft of dominion 
difappointed* and they felt, with contempt, 
the little temporising politics, that could 
make a mighty kingdom truckle to a proftratc 
enemy. The afcendency, they imagined the 
minifter to have obtained over their young 
fovereign, rendered him at once the objcdl 
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of their terror and averfion. They feared 
him, as the fuppofed difciple of arbitrary 
principles •, and, with a much lefs juftifiable 
prejudice, they hated him, as the native of a 
country, whofe progrefs they had ever con- 
templated with jealoufy. An event, which 
took place at this time, added frefh fuel to 
the fire. In the cyder aft, the minifter re- 
vived a part of that fcheme of excife, which 
had rendered fir Robert Walpole fo obnox- 
ious ; without, at the fame time, imitating 
fir Robert Walpole's deference for the voice 
of the people. He refolutely carried through 
the meafure, and prefently after refigncd his 
employment. . 

It is not eafy, to underftand the politics 
of the prefent reign, without a retrofpeft to 
the hiftory of the preceding. From the re- 
volution, the independency, and the fturdy 
virtue of the houfe of commons had been 
gradually decaying. In the mean time, the 
power, which this imperceptible charge, in 
the Englifh conftitution, neceflarily placed 
fornewhere, fell partly into the hands of the 
great nobility. Their authority, when it 
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^was joined to the influence of the crown, be- 
-came abfoiutcly irrefiftiblc. It is not the 
chara&er of an ariftocraey, toufe their power 
-with moderation. Accordingly, they pof- 
feffed themfclves, with a kind of .profcripttve 
fpirit, of all places of honour and emolument, 
and, in fomc manner, made their fovcreigna 
*prifoner in hi6 clofet. It was prefently fore- 
seen, that, if this authority could be-filently 
undermined, the Bi-itifli government would 
want little, except the forms, of a fyftem ef 
defpotHm. The combination of monarchy 
-and republicanilin is clearly artificial : and, I 
-believe, we fliould lie open to very few ex- 
ceptions, mould wc eftablifli, it as a maxin?, 
that the prince is never averfe to difengage 
himfelf from the (hackles of coittrdl. The 
;period, of which I am treating, was thought 
•particularly to favour fuch an attempt. The 
-Spirit of difaffeftion was grown out of date. 
The fourth in defcent, and the third in fuc- 
ceffion, even the -advocates of hereditary 
-right Teemed reconciled to the government of 
his prefent majefty. He had none of thote 
continental prepoffeflions, which obliged his 
-pFedeceflbrs, to make confiderable facrificts 
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at the fhrine of their minifters. His birth, 
as a native of Britain, and his early youth, 
united all hearts in his favour, and feemtd 
to infurc a liberal conftru&ion to the mea- 
fures of his government. The fucceffes of the 
war gave it an additional luftre ; and it feem- 
ed not eafy, to (hake a throne, furround- 
cd, and made venerable, by the trophies of 
victory. 

In conformity to thefe ideas, one of tTic 
firft obje&s of the earl of Bute, was to create 
a party, for the fupport of the dignity of the 
crown, and who were to be diftmgoifhed by 
the appellation of the king's friends. A mi- 
nifter, whofe authority wa$ founded in the 
voice of the people, and his abilities of the 
mod impofing and formidable defcription, 
was not likely to be beheld by him, with a 
very favourable eye. In fhakirig off this im* 
pediment, hTe was prclently fuccefsful. "He 
was not lefs fortunate in his fecond attempt. 
The duke of Newcaftle, the head of the 
ariftocratical party, was reduced to a private 
Nation. That party experienced the fpirit 
of profcription in its turn ; and its connex- 
ions, even to the loweft officers of govern- 

F 
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tment, found themfelves dripped of their 
preferments, in a manner, that fcemed to 
partake of inhumanity and injuftice. Lord 
Bute faw himfelf at the pinnacle of his am- 
bition. His want of popularity however, 
difgufted .and terrified him. He had fcarcc- 
ly obtained his objeft, when he began to 
think of- r.cfigning it. He imagined, that 
the plan, he had bid down, might be carried 
on, with better fuccefs, under a new admi- 
niftration of his own appointment : and that, 
by their means, he might retain, as much 
influence, as he defxred ; without being fub- 
jc&ed to the odium, of having a$y public 

h concern in their mcalures. 

0 

The afTcrtion of feeret Jnflumce-is in its 

%crj nature cf difticult eftablifhment ; and, 
.accordingly, while fome have extended their 

fufpicions, on this head, to a degree, alto- 
gether improbable-, there are others, who 
.have remained wholly ine-redulous. That 

many negociatior.s, refpe&ifig the great of- 
:lkcs cf,. government, were carried on by the 

earl of Bute, for fevctal years after his re?- 
Agnation, is a matter, that feerns at this 
..time, to admit of pretty fatisfaftory evideucc. 
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That he was the real *niniftcr during this 
<jrT riod, arid that all the meafiires of govern- 
ment were direfted by him, c&n fcarcely be 
imagined/ Hls^ei7^dffitisfe£lion with the fuc- 
ceeding adminiftrations, abundantly proves, 
that they frequently after ted their independ- 
ency. A certain degree of power, of which, 
perhaps-himfdf had no very precife idea, he 
wiflied to retain. It muft always be remem- 
bered, that ficklencfs and inftability feem to 
have formed a leading trait of his charaftcr. 
In this chaos of politics, much muft necef- 
iarily, for the prefent remain unifitelligible : 
perhaps the pen of drftant hiftorians will 
fcarcely be able to develop the obfeurity. 

The perfdn, he placed at tfic head of af- 
fairs, and whom he probably imagined well 
.qualified, to anfwer his purpofes, was Mr. 
George Grenville. Though nobly born, his 
ambition had feparatcd him from his family 
connexions, and, at this time, he flood al- 
moit alone. He was pofTefled of a found 
underftanding and his induflry, in the ful- 
- filling every public engagement, was altoge- 
ther unwearied.* His afliduous attention 

however to little objefts, feemed to have 

F % 
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narrowed his mind ; and, though perfeftly 
equal to the bufinefs of office, ib long as it 
continued in a regular train, he was not 
formed, to grapple with acduous fituatiocs, 
or to tread unbeaten paths. 

In the mean time, it was not long, before 
he difcovercd a fi rmnefs and inflexibility of 
(pint, that were, by no means, agreeable to 
his political creator. The prefidency of 
council had been for fome time vacant, and 
one of the fecretaries of ftate now diecL 
This fituation feemed to afford a favourable 
opening for a new change of miniftry. Lord 
Bute is faicl, upon former occafions, more 
than once, to have fuggefted to 'Mr. Pitt, 
and other leaders in oppofition, the practica- 
bility of their return into office. A negoci- 
ation was now certainly commenced, and 
even carried fo far, as for the great com- 
jnoner, to have had repeated conferences, 
Tefpccling it, with his majefty. The favourite 
had either the temerity, to imagine, that he 
could render this immortal hero, the ap- 
pendage of his fyftern ; or the difingenuity, 
to defign the deluding and difgracing a cha- 
mailer, to the general veneration of which he 
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principally afcribed the unpopularity of his- 
own. The terms however, that were held- 
out, were finally rejected as inadmiffible ; 
arxi the old miniflry were permitted to re- 
tain their preferments, and to ftrengthen 
themfelves with the acccffion of the duke of. 
Bedford. 

Although thefe- treaties were, for the 
prcient, abortive, they had however one very 
confiderable and confpicuous effect. They 
fixed the longing eyes of all men upon the 
great offices under government. They ren- 
dered the efforts of oppofition in parliament,, 
irregular, temporifing and timid. Every- 
man feared, by fo me raffi ftep, to clofc up- 
on himfelf the half-open door of promotion. 
Even the proud fpirit of Mr. Pitt was infect- 

• L * 

ed with the general contagion.— His brilliant 
fervices, and his unrivalled abilities had now- 
placed him on high. He had begun to decline 
in . the vale of years ; and his increafing infir- 
mities gave an additional venerablenefs to his 
character. When he came down to the houfe 
of commons, it was ufually, wrapt in flatt- 
nels, and fupported upon a crutch. Every; 
eye turned its ardent. gaze upon his vifagc;. 

E 3 
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and every car hung upon the troths, that 
flowed from, his tongue, as upon the di&ates- 
of a fupcrior intelligence. It feemed, as if* 
the genius of Britain defcended, to point; out 
the path of tranquility and happinefr. — Had, 
he knowor, . perfc&ly, to. have preferved the 
dignity of his character 5 had he lookeddown 
with fuperiority, upon the little traffic of 
places and power ; had he referved himfHfy 
to fnatch his country from the tremendous- 
rum, that he lived to fee falling upon her- 
head: how fplendid and how beautiful had- 
been this department of his hiftory4— But, 
among all the malignant effe&s of that clan- 
deftioe influence, we have attempted to de-- 
fcribe, this was not the leaft; that it was 
able, . to degrade the cbaraaer of the illuf- 
trious commoner ; that it took hold of him 
by his ambition, the only part that heavea 
had left vulnerable about him; and intro- 
duced a fceblenefs and verfatility into his (lo- 
ry, that muft ever form the principal blemifh 
of this immortal patriot. 

The firft bufinefs of the new feffion of 
parliament, and that, which principally fixed 
the public attention, was the affair of Mr* 
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Wilkes. He had figured among the vindi- 
cators of M/. Pitt, at the time, when his . 
character was moft - outrageoufly attacked. 
Of all his contemporary writers in that ft'ile, 
he Teemed principally to have gained the ge- 
neral ear; and the late minifter had, in fomc 
meafure, fallen a facrifice tathe popularity 
of the North Briton. In one of thofe pa- 
pers, he had animadverted, upon a fpeech 
from the throne, and, under pretence of 
confidering it, as the fpeech of the minificr, 
had boldly charged it with aflertinga falfe- 
hoad. Thfc circumftance ws eagerly laid 
bold of hy his, enemies. A general warrant 
was iflucd agatnft him ; his papers were.fei.z-, 
ed ; himfeif taken into cuftody, and treated, 
in all refpc£ts> with particular feverity. They 
had to, do however with a pcrfon of a high 
, and unconquerable; fpirit. He prefently ob- 
tained his liberty, his party was eagerly em- 
braced by the populace ; and he Teemed rea- 
dy to engage, upon almojt an equal footing, 
with the moft formidable adversaries. 

Upon the meeting of parliament, the 
fcetfe was entirely altered. The paper in 
queftion was immediately voted a libel, and 

F 4- 
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ordered to be burned by the common hang- 
man. The privilege, in confideration of 
which he had been- enlarged by chief juftice 
Pratt, afterwards lord Camden, was declar- 
ed a nullity. A day was fixed, for the hear- 
ing of evidence, in proof of his being the 
author. In the mean time, the Eflfay or* 
Woman, which had been ftolen from him,, 
in a manner, that reflects little honour upon- 
the perpetrators, was produced, and a new 
charge, founded upon it, exhibited againft 
him, in the houfc of lords. All his friends 
deferted him. Mr. Pitt joined in the cry,, 
.ind exclaimed upon him, as " the blafphe- 
*' mer of his God, and the rcviler of his 
«« king." Alarmed at the criticalnefs of his 
fit viae ion, he determined to go into volun* 
tary exile. Soon after this, he was expelled' 
rhe houfe of commons ; found guilty upoo- 
rwo feveral indictments, fn regard to the ob- 
noxious performances, and declared an out- 
taw. Thus fcemed to have been completed* 
the ruin of a man, fo lately* the favourite of 
his acquaintance, and the idol of the people ; 
whofe wit, fpirit and good humour, if he 
had not been carried to unwarrantable ex- 
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cefs, might have infured to hiai the poflef- 
fion of tranquil enjoyment and general ef- 
tecm. 

The mod important queftion, relative to * 
this bufinefs, and the only one, upon which 
oppofition properly muttered themfelves, was 
that of the legality of general warrants.* It 
was here, that Mr. Pitt exerted himfclf with 
with uncommon energy- By fuch warrants, ■ 
it was aflerted, the mott innocent perfon 
might be dragged from bis bed, and com- 
mitted to prifon. All his fecrets might be 
expofed all his papers turned into evi- 
dence againft himfelf- Any previous- charge 
were no longer - necefiai y. • The difpleafure 
of a corrupt mioifter, the wantonnefs of an 
inferior mifcreant, may fubje£t him to every 
outrage. How fhall this be reconclied with, 
the Britifh confthution ? " It is," faid the 
great commoner, " a maxim of our law, that 
"every Englifhhian's houfc is his cattle. 
« Not that it is furrounded with walls and 
« battlements. It mav be a flraw built Ihtd. 
11 Every wind of heaven may whittle round 
" it. All the elements of nature may enter 

f< in. But the king cannot y the king dare* 

F 5 
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not." In fpitc however of all that could 

be urgedi the queftion was carried againft 
hi n. But the minority, upon this occafion 
was fo confiderabie, that government may 
rather be faid, to have efcaped, than to have 
obtained the viftory. 

* Another meafurc of this adminiftration, 
which, though it did not attraft equal afc- 
tention at the time, will jSrincipally ferve 
to fix its chara&er with pofterity, was the 
new mode of conduft they adopted, with 
refpeft to Britifh America. They planted 
the fevereft rcftraints, upon the trade (he 
carried on with the colonies of France and 
Spain, which, though in the letter of the 
law contraband, was however, in the higheft 
degree, advantageous, both to herfelf, and 

the mother country. They prohibited the 
ufe of paper currency. They impofed new 
duties upon her exports and imports. And, 
to fill up the meafure of their proceedings 
againft her, in the following feflion, they 
paffed the celebrated ftamp-a£h During. the 
time, in which this matter was" agitated, arid 
indeed through the whole feflion, Mr. Pitt 
was abfent from the houfc of commons. 

V • 
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♦ 

This is afTerted upon the credit of a book, 
of ccufidcrable party authority, intitled the 
hiftory of minority, from 1762 to 1765. 
(Ch. 21. p. 309.) In the mean time, it may 
be proper to obferve, that the celebrated, 
writer of Junius'? tetters, exprefsly affirms, 
that Mr. Pitt and Iprd Camden, as members 
of oppofitioh, declared themfelves in favour 
of America, during the adminiftration of Mr, 
Ctenville. Several circumftances concur, 
'to induce mc to reject this teftimony. Mr. 
Burke, in the celebrated fpeech, in which 
he deduces the hiftory of the American pro- 
ceedings, affcrts, that no meafure, of equal 
importance, ever encountered a more languid 
oppofition, than the ftamp-aft. (See alfo 
Almon's debates of the houfe of commons. 
Vol. 7. p. 20.) Thanks were voted in Ame- 
rica to general Conway and Mr. Barre, as 
its moft ftrenuous oppofers. (Annual Re- 
gifter, Vol. 8. p. 51.) And it dtferves our 
notice, that lord Camden was not created a 
peer, till forr e months after. As chief juf- 
tice of the common pleas, he had indeed a 
feat, upon the wool-fack, in the houfe 'of 
lords but the judges not being consulted, 
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he certainly delivered no opinion upon the 
fubjeft. I have inferted this remark, that* 
when I am found' contradi&ing authorities, 
that may be apprehended refpe&able, I may 
not be haftily concluded, to have done it, 
out of ignorance, and not for reafons, with' j 
which I have not always thought proper to 
troble my reader. 

♦ i 

t 

About this time, died fir William Pyrv 
ient, a perfon of confiderable property, and 
who had long been an admirer of the great 
commoner-, and bequeathed* to- him the bulk 
of his eftate. By this means,, he is faid, 
from a flendernefs of circumftances, to have 
bcea raifed at once, into a confiderable fa!- 
- nefs of fortune. Such examples are among 
the loudeft demonftrations of public fpiru, 
and the ftrongeft incitements of mafculine 

- 

virtue. 

m ■ 

The mifunderflanding between lord Bute 
and the miniftry had never been perfeftly 
healed. Frefh fubje&s of jealoufy were ftart- 
ed. A communication was again opened 
with Mr. Pitt, and his grand coadjutor, lord 
., Temple. In order Co give it additional 
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weight, the duke of Cumberland, uncle to 
his majefty, was employed, as the negotiator. 
The terms were not very different front 
thofe, which had been offered in a former 
mftance. The carl of Northumberland, an 
intimate friend of the favourite, was firffc 
propofed to prefide at the treafury board ; 
and afterwards mentioned for lord chamber- 
lain. With this latter plan, Mr. Pitt is faid 
not to have been unwilling to have clofed, 
but to have declared a refolution, not to 
come in, unlefs he could have earl Temple, 
as his colleague. That nobleman, with fome 
afperity of language, rejefted any idea of a 
compromrfe, and infifted upon banifhing, 
from all oflices of truft and confidence, every 
perfon, who was in habits of intercourfe with 
lord Bute. Thus the negotiation was again . 
frurtratcd, and the miniftry in poffeffion be- 
came triumphant. 

Upon this occafion was exhibited an ex- 
traordinary fcene. Confiding in their ima- 
ginary ftrength, the exifting minifters dis- 
placed, at one blow, lord Northumberland, 

lord Holland, late Mr. Fox, and Mr. Stuart 

■ ■ 
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Mackenzie, brother to the favourite. Party 
writers even went fo far as to report, that 
the duke of Bedford, who was now confi- 
dered as their leader, was carried to the ex-, 
cefs of difrefpeft and outrage to the perfon 
of his fovereign. c< After robbing him of • 
« the rights ofi a king, he would not per- - 
«« mit him tt> prefervc the honour of a gen- > 
*< tleman." 

Matters were now fo far advanced, as - 
to lhut out all profpett of conciliation. As 
the laft refource, application was made to • 
the marquis of Rockingham, and the duke- 
of Newcaftle. They were permitted to name . 
their own terms 5 and the refult was an en- - 
lire chsnge of adminiftration. So high. how- 
ever was the public opinion of Mr. Pitt and 
his friends, that the new minifters, did not 
fet out with any great degree of popularity j » 
and they were "even glanced at, in terms of 
difapprobatiou, by the city of London, in an 
addrefs they prcfented to the king, upon the 
birth of a prince. They diftingtu&ed thera- 
felves, by the appellation of old whigs, and 
were the profeffed fucceflbrs of the Walpoles 
and the Pelhams. No great expectations 

f 
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were therefore formed from them, by the 
en thufiaftic friends of liberty. 

They prefently however redeemed their' 
character. The leaven of the old ruling 
party feemed entirely purged away, by the 
perfonai qualities of their pre fen t leader. He 
was " mild, but determined." Without 
poflcfling the elevations of genius, his views 
of every fubjeft were illuminated with the 
rays of virtue, and afcertained with the man- 
linefs of truth. When all about him was 
uproar and confufion, when heaven from 
above threatened, and earth trembled under 
his feet, he was perfe&ly ferene and colleft- 
ed. Eftranged to the violence of the paf- 
fions, his meafures were dictated by the pur- 
eft benevolence. — And to crown all her gifts, 
heaven blefied him with a friend, in the 
higheft degree, worthy of him. Exuberance 
of genius, and all the charms of eloquence 
were his leaft praife. Spotlcfs integrity, dif- 
interefted virtue, laborious patriotifm : thefe 
qualities (hall hold him up to the veneration 
of pofterity, when his foes are forgotten in 
contempt, «r immortalifed to infamy. 
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The firft meafures of the new adminiffra* 
tion refpc&ed America. That country was 
inflamed almoft to the degree of infurreclion. 
Lord Rockingham paffed a law, declaratory 
of the parliamentary fupremacy of this coun- 
try, in all cafes whatfoevery and totally re* 
pealed the ftamp adt. The former he did), 
in oppofition to Mr. Pitt ; and the latter,, 
againft the inclination of the party, that had 
brought him into power. His conduct was, 
of courfe, much criticifed. In declaring our 
right to tax America, he muft be allowed,, 
to have contravened the plaineft principles of 
liberty. He furnifhed a pfaufible pretext to- 
the party, that came after him, and who 
were determined to give an efficiency to the 
pofition, which he certainly never intended.- 
In the mean time, that his conduit was- 
founded in principle, cannot reafonably be 
doubted. The oppofition, that he encoun- 
tered, on the one fide, and on the other, 
plainly evinces it. The fupremacy of this 
country was, at that time, a favourite article 
with all parties. And he apprehended, furc- 
ly not without fome appearance of reafon, 
that this could never be maintained, without 
rcferving a power of compelling them, in the 
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laft refort, to furnilh their quota for thcfup- 
port of government. 

A passage from one of Mr. Pitt's fpeeche* 
upon the fubjeft, as relating to a queftion of 
tire utmoft importance in the Britifli confti- 
tirtion, I will beg leave to infest. " There 
" is," faid he, "an idea in- fome, that the 
" colonies are virtually reprefentcd in this 
"Koufc. I would fain know, by whom an 
" American is reprefentcd here. Is he re- 
"prefented by any knight of the {hire, in 
" any county in this kingdom ? Would to 
"• God, that refpedtablc reprefentation were 

augmented to a greater number ! Or will. 

" you tell me, that he is reprefentcd by any 
" reprefentative of a borough ', — a borough, 
" which perhaps no man ever faw ? This is 
" what is called the rotten part of the conftfc 
"tution. It cannot laft the century. If it 
"do not drop off, it* mud be amputated.. 
" The idea of a virtual reprefentation of 
c< America in this houfe, is the mod con-- 
*' tcmptible idea, that ever entered into tha 
" head, of a man. It does not defexve a fe- 
" rious refutation." 
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In the mean time, the attention of the 
miniftry was, by no means confined to this 
great objeft. They eftabliftied feveral new 
and important regulations, in the commer- 
cial fyftcm of the colonies* They repealed . 
the cxctfe.upon cyder* They declared gene- 
ral warrants, and the fcizure of papers ille- 
gal. They concluded a commercial treaty 
with the emprefs of Ruffia. A^d,, in the 
laft place,, they fettled, . to the • fatisfadtion of 
the owners, the long-contefttd affair of the 
Canada bills •, and made fame progrefs, in^ 
adjufting the difpute, about the ranfam » 
of Manilla: two points, in which the late 
treaty of peace had never been properly exe- 
cuted. 

■ 

• The doing all this, in the very midft of v 
danger, and in the hourly cxpe&ation of an 
expulfion from their offices, certainly merits 
the higheft commendation* But the era of 
their power was now part. It only remained \ 
for them, to 6x their reputation on the 
mod permanent bafis. They quitted their 
places with a difmtereftednefs, which, ! 
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it is to be feared, will be more the object 
of adminiftration, than of example. They 
fecured neither place, penfion, or rever- 
fiqn to ihemfclves, or any of th^ir. adhe- 
rents. 
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CHAP. VI. 

iff r. F/# becomes lord privy feal, and earl of 
Chatham. — His coadjutors in admin iff ration. 

Meafures of govern merit., Lord Chatham ■ 

withdraws from public buftnef*. — Syjle/n of 

American taxation renewed. Middleftx 

eleftion. — Earls of She/burne and Chatham 
refign. — Subfequent tranfaElions. 

The generous mind would wifli to* 
draw a veil over the f'cenc, which followed. 
Wc have beheld Mr. Pitt, at the head of, 
the moft ftrenuous and malt fuccefrful admi- 
niftration, this country ever knew. Wc 
are now to behold an adminiftration formed 
under his aufpices, the feebleft, the moft: 
difunited, I had almoft faid, the moft per- 
nicious, that the prefent reign, fruitful in 
fuch adminiftrations, has exhibited. In 
treating of it however, let us endeavour, to 
diftinguim the blameablc, from that, which- 
is Amply unfortunate in the ftory of our 
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-hero ; and to draw the line, between what 
an undiftinguifliing vulgar may ftigmatife, 

-and what cool and difinterefted philofophy 
muft condemn. 

One of the firft unfavourable circum- 
ftances, attending its formation, was its dis- 
placing a connexion of men, virtuous in 
their intrinfic chancer, who had been gra- 
dually advancing in the public efteem. The 
jealoufy between thefe two parties, has per- 
haps been one of the principal misfortunes of 
the reign. Could they have firmly united, 
and forgotten all their petty differences, for 
for the fake of the public good ; they might 
probably have formed an immoveable barrier 
againft that fecret influence, of which each 
of them has complained in his turn; and an 
invincible phalanx, in the ca\ife of public 
liberty, and the vindication of national ho- 
nour. 

The plan too, upon which the new ad- 
miniftration was formed, was, to fay the 
leaf! of it, a very hazardous one. The pre- 
carious and infirm health of Mr. Pitt ren- 
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• dcred it impraftkable for him, to engage ra 
any of the/grcat rcfponfible offices, or regu- 
larly tofuperlntend the- helm of government. 

'In a word, he had no other alternative, 
but that of comporting an adminiftration of 
fuch perfons, as he could b*ft truft; and 
delegating his credit to colleagues, Avho 
'Ihould ftudioufly fill up his plans, and, from 

" conviction, purfue his meafures. To give 
efficiency to a fyftem of this fort, implicit 

; confidence, and unlimited friendlhip ' were 
neceflary. 

In the -mean time, Ax. muft not he con- 

-ceiled, that Mr. Pitt, with all his abilities, 
and all his virtues, was not of a temper, the 

x beft adapted to the milder ties of friendlhip. 

'His- unbounded ^ambition could not admit of 
a perf«& participation of intercfts; and the 

*impofing fup*rio§4)ty of his; talents -was cal- 
culated to keep-leficr minds at an awful -dif. 

•tancc. ^Something of this fort will probably 
be thought vifible, in the mifimderftanding, 

**hat now broke out, between him, and his 

*noble brother in law, earl Temple. 

* » 
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The y had long preferved the tnoft perfect 

• harmony upon every political queftion, and 
vthe great commoner had warmly declared in 

• parliament, that he would «*live arid idie 
«« with his noble brother.'' But, — fuch is 
the mutability of all human things ! — thefe 
illuftrious perfons could not now agree, in 
the very outfet of the bufinefs ; and feem to 
have difplayed that harfli and unaccommoda- 
ting humour, that would have beerr ungrace- 

•ful in . perfedl ftrangers. As lord Temple 
was defigned, to hold the firft crftenfible 
: place in government, and Mr. Pitt mcanexl 
what had ufually been confidered, as an irre- 
fponfible office, for himfelf ; that nobleman, 
it feems, cxpe&ed to have been treated upon 
an equality; and conceived, that he might 
claim a regular (hare in nominating the 
whole adminiftration. The ideas too, which 
thefe two great men had formed of the plan, 
upon which their miniftry fhould be adjuft- 
ed, appear to have been different. Lord 
Temple was for fetch a coalition of .parties, 
as, he apprehended, * would beft conduce to 
.give folidity to the fyttem, and Hform the 
v *noft effeftual barrier againft -any cxtriB&c 
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influence. Accordingly he propofed one 
noble lord, out of their own connexion ; and 

- 

another, earl Gower, who adhered to an op- 
pofite party, for two of the mod confidera- 
ble places. Mr. Pitt anfwcred, that thofc 
places were already engaged j and, upon this, 
his lordfliip immediately broke off the con- 
ference. 

Thus far we perceive nothing, that 
pointedly interferes with any general princi- 
pies of .government, or ftropgly impeaches 
the chara&er of either of the perfons in ques- 
tion. We have only to lament, that they 
difcovered this uncomplying temper, at a 
time, when their union was mod delirable : 
and that Mr. Pitt was deprived, by the means 
of it, of one of the moil valuable fecurities 
he could have had, for the uniform purfuit 

of his meafures. What followed is not 

equally indifferent. 

• Not fattened with the finifter confe- 
rences, nrifeparaWe from their difcord, they 
proceeded to the difreputable length of a 
paper war. -Mr. Pitt was firft attacked in a 
pamphlet, which is faid, by lord Chefterfield, 



^tto have been written by the *arl lainifelf ; 
and of which a more proper ehara£ter can- 
iiot be given, than that which he has fub- 
joined to this information ; that it is " very 
«« fcurrilous and fcandalous, and betrays pri- 
cc vate cotwerfetion." The anfwer was writ- 
-ten, not by Mr. Pitt hhnfelf, but probably 
<by one of his frfcnds, and under his fanftiou. 
The charafter of earl Temple however, lord 
Chefterfidd cobjedhires, from the banner, 
■ "in which it is expreffed, to have been Mr. 
Pitt's own. As excellent fatire is felddm 
wholly unfounded, and as it may ferve, at 
the fame time, to illuftrate the difpofition 
*of our hero, it m?y not be unworthy of in- 
fer t ion. 

* 

« c Lord Temple, though he has poffefled 
** fomc very considerable offices in the go- 
vernment, has never been remarkable for 

i 

" any aftonifhing (hare of abilities ; and, till 
« f his refignation with Mr. Pitt, on tfes accefc- 

fion of his prefent mnjefty, he was looked 
" upon, merely, as a good-natured, inoften- 

five rioblemaft, who had a very fine feat, 

« and was always*ready to indulge any body, 

with a walk in his garden, or look at his 

G 
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^furniture. How he has fuddenly com- 
.«« menced fuch a ftateunan,-as to ,be put in 
competition -with Mr. Pitt, -is not eafy -to 
,««.detejmine.: : butfo far is - clear, • that, had 
,«<hc not fattened himfelf into Mr. -Pitt's 
,« train, and acquired, -by his affinity, fuch 
•«<an inureft in the hiftory of that groat 
,«man; he might have crept out of life, 
, « with as little notice, as he crept in, and 
« go»e off with no other degree of credit, 
« than that of adding a fingle unit to the 
« bills of mortality." 

The noble earl being now out of the quef- 
tion, the duke of Grafton was appointed 
' firft lord of the trealury ; and, at the fame 
time, Mr. Charles Townfhend, was confti- 
tuted the mioifter of the houfe of commons. 
Both of them -wereuemarkable, for the vtr- 
fatility of their political.condua. Their cha- 
. rafters however were not entirely Gmilar.— 
The duke htfl originally formed himfelf, un- 
\ der the aufpices of Mr. Pitt. He afterwawls 
.joined the Rockingham adminiftration. When 
'it began to be pretty generally perceived, 
*hat their power was drawing to a clofe, ar.tl 
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-ifwas in contemplation to apply to the great 
--commoner* the duke of Grafton refigned, 
•declaring, that he thought that adininiftra- 
<tion too weak, to do any eflential fenrice-; 
but that, under his ill uftrious patron, he 
would be content, " to accept the mod 
4t infignificant office, and to wield a fpade, 

" or a mattock. ' He is reprefented, by 

a very penetrating writer, as having beam 
* c fullen and fevere, without probity j" as 
having been «« unprincipled and diffipatecl, 
. " without gaiety." In him were fuppofed 
to have been blended, whatever is moft odi- 
ous, with whatever is moft contemptible. 
With parts, plaufible enough, to difgrace 
and betray the firft and wifeft head in Bri- 
tain ; he had not penetration enough, to 
hinder him from being the tool of men, who 
who were happy to meet with a perfon, that 
deemed ready to purfuc any plan, however 
unprecedented; and to adopt any raeafure, 
however abfurd. N . . 

In Mr. Townfliend, on the contrary, fickle- 

rjtfs and levity were fo (haded, under a thou* 

fand beautiful accomplifliments, that they 

• G 2 
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deemed, to ftand up, and claim their pardon. 
He poflefled the moft brilliant wit, and the 
moft lucid eloquence. He was the delight 
and ornament of the fenate ; and the charm 
-of every private fociety, that he graced with 
his prefence. In a word, he was capable of 
becoming the.firft chat-after of his age, had 
•there been any connexion of men, by whom 
he could have been trufted.— Such were the 
^crfons, to whom, in fome manner, the 
.whole fuccefs of a fyftem, upon the event of 
.which the very exiftencc of this country poS- 
sfibly depended, was committed. 

. Lord Cambsn, the firmeft patriot, and 
. -the trilcft friend, was made chancellor. The 

• 

;two fecretaries were the earl of Sheiburne, 
.and general Conway. The former, though 
he had once oppofed our hero with peculiar 
lacrimony, was now his moft profciTcd ad- 
mirer .and pupil. The latter was one of 
;thofe pcrfons, who retained their appoint- 
ments, upon the difmiffion of lord Rocking- 
ham. Mr. Pitt himfclf accepted the office 
<of lord privy feal. As this poft had been 
cconftantly annexed to a peerage, he was, at 
;thc fame time, created earl of Chatham. 
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Should it be the fate of this effay, to 
furvi»e the period, in which it was immedi- 
ately written, it i$ to be feared that fome of 
tfce refld&ions it contains, /will become fcarce- 
ly Intelligible. If our hero were fortunate,, 
in an unexampled degree of popularity and? 
reputation; he, at kaft experienced the fate- * 
of all ftining <&ara£e*s v to have his att^ns 
fubje&ed tp the harflbtf (k cpnftructions, and- 
his faults exaggerated with laborious afperity.^ 
Nothing could be more natural, or more, 
reafonablc, than his acceptance of a peerage^ 
in the ciFcutuftwes I have defcribed. Few, 
one would have imagined, would have en- 
vied him the repofc, that his infirmities re- 
quired ; or the dignity, he had earned, by, 
the unremitted patriotifm of a whole life of 
ftrvices. And yet this promotion involved/ 
him in the bittereft obloquy. . 

* * * ■ 

It happened, as, without any gre^t ba-* 
zjird of difappoimmenti might have beenj 
readily predicted. Scarcely was, the admi- 
niftration adjufttd, ere it was difunited. 
Mr. Townmend was not formed to be ths : 
deputy of any man. His confeious abilities 

^ 3 « 
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forbad it; and the verfatility of his difpofi'tion* 
rendered it impra£Htable. In. the mean- 
time, it is not improbable, tho fccret influ- 
ence, wc Irave fo repeatedly mentioned, wa* 
not wkhout- its (hare, m this inaufpiciou>- 
event * -and that tfie divifion was fomented 
by the raoft difhonourabk artifices. Taking, 
it -fflr granted, f or ar moment, that fuch an - 
hiflueace exiftedy all-that would be neceflfary, 
would be aaoftei>fibl« administration 5- wfiich, 
the more it was divided- irr itfelf, the more 
cafy it would be to defeat, in any of their de- 
viations, from that unfcerr* line, that m$> 
marked -out' for them. In that cafe, it might 
poffibly be the height of their ambition, to 
outwit the abilities, and fix a bfot-upotrtb*' 
name of the moft Hluftrious-ftatefmao, that* 
evere*ifted. 

Short was the date of the miniftry of: 
ford Chatham* There arc but two mcafurts, 
that can properly be. afcribed to it; 0ne oP 
them was certainly defe&ive in the defin- 
ing* and neither were produ&ive of any be- 
nefit to his country. The former related to 
the ftate of the kingdom with regard to. corn* 
The harveft of 1 766 had proved fo unfa- 
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vourable, that the nation was threatened' 
with a femine. In this exigency, the minif- 
try ifiued a proclamation of embargo, though* 
corn was yet at a price, at, which it might ' 
legally be exported. Thus for they did per- 

haps what was neeeflriry ; and their proceed-- ' 
ings might be juftrfied by.the maxrm, that 
the prefcrvation of the people is fuperior to 
every other confideratbn; But they ought 
to have had the wifdom and magnanimity, 
immediately to have propofed an aft of in*- 
demnity, of the molt; general nature. In- 
ftead of which, they- brought in a bill, that " 
comprehtnded only tht inferior miniftcrs 0F7 
the executive power; and, when an amend* 
merit was offered, that ' fhould extend its 
upci ativKi to thcmfclves, they vigorouily op-^ 
pofed it. In a word, the public had the af- \ 
tonifhment, to fee the lords Chatham and* 
Camden, whom they had ever confidered, as 
the grand fupporters of liberty and the con- 
. ftitUtion, pleading for that moft* dangerous ' 
of alT prerogatives, a power of difpenfing with '. 
the laws of the land." 

» 



« 



Digitized by Google 



T$2 t I F E O F THE 

The fecond mcafure of this adminifira*- 
tion, was the appointment of a committee,, 
to enquire into the Hate of the Eaft-Iadi^ 
company. Lord Chatham certainly felt,, 
with the de^peft regret, the iawifcenfe load o£ 
debt, under which his country appeared res*- 
dy to fink. We had already mifcarried ia* 
an attempt, to difcharge part of o&x burden 
upon the £boulders of America* The appa* 
rent profperity of our afKurs in the Eaft, at. 
that time, attjra&ed very general attention; 
and it was natural to think of turning fo> 
extraordinary fucceffes, to the public advan- 
tage. Bait, before the committee had come 
to any refolutions, lord Chatham was attack- 
ed with that long and dangerous iHnefe*, 
which nseeflary fequ^ftcred him_fs0sa publics 
bufinefs, and finally deprived the nation of 
of his further fervices. What his plan was* 
it is difficult now, with any certainty, to, 
determine. By many, at that time, it was. 
fuppofed, that he intended entirely to deprive 
the company of their acquifitions,jmd. finally, 
to veft them in the crown. 
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The adminiftration had originally been 
compofed of fiich, as had immediately enlift- - 
cd themfelves under the banners of Mr. Pitt; 
in * conjunction with fcveral per fans, who 
were contented to retain their preferments, 
upon the difmifllon of lord Rockingham.- 
I£ was only advanced thus far in its progrefs, 
when it received a fevere (hock, from the re- 
fignation of the greater part of thofe>^who 
came under the latter description. Upon 
this emergency, lord Chefterfield afferts, that 
the cart of Chatham made propofafe' to the ' 
duke of Bedford. Certain it is however, 
that no coalition of this kind took place; 
and the men, who were now introduced into 
office, were principally compofed of the per- 
ianal friends of lord Bute. . 

It wafi by this time, fufficientry obvious, 
that lord Chatham's arrangement muft finally 
prove abortive. The changes, that had now 
taken place, fcemed to prove, that the /ecret 
influence, fo often complained of, continued* 
toexirt. " The breach between Mr. Townf- 
hend, and his political creator, inftead of be- 
tog- healed, grew wider and wider* And it 

s . ■ 
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is probable, that the noble lord began, 5f j • 
this time, to experience that coolnefs and de-* 
fcrtion in his treafurcr, which he is faid af- 
terwards to have ftated, as one of the caufes< 
of his naifcan iage. To compete the whole,-; 
his coaftitutionaLdifkfnper was rifer* to a* 
height, that rendered him abfoluiely incapa— 
ble of . public bufiaefs.. It is - probably that* 
the unfavourable appearances, P have de- 
ferred, fat ftrangly upon his- mind* and,, 
concurring with his cfifordbr* precipitate di 
him iato that ftate of imbecility ,\ of which* 
he now became the viGim.. 

Such is-the hiftory of lord Chatham's fe- 
cond adminiftrationv Humanity drops a tear-, 
upon it; and the generous fpirit-,,, warmed*, 
even to enthuliafm, by the contemplation of * 
his former fcrvices, would wiftv to blot- it' 

from the records of time. But it does not- 

end here-. Ia>its commencement, k-difplaced. 
an adminiftration, as virtuous, as-difirttercft-:- 
«d, as . evtr fat at the helm of - government. 
Britaia feemed to derive new- vigour fronr 
their foftering hand* Her wounds, which- 
orewhile appeared ail livid and ghaftly-y fceca- 
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rd faft convergmg to a perfeft recovery. ; 

Arid what kind of an'admmiftratioir did lord 1 ' 
Chatham leave in the pofieffion' of govern-' 
ment ? An adminrftrationy unprincipled and* 
difunited, made up of the dtferters of alP 
parties. An achnmiftration , to' whole errors,' 
their full effect was carefully preferred • and? 
whofe virtues, all thinly fawn, as they were,* 
. by an unfeen, malignant mfhience, were WafV 
cd in the bud. In a word, an adminiftration,' 
which, with a (light reinforcement,' retained' 
their polls fourteen years, and reduced their* 
country to the loweft a-byfs of poverty, corv - 
tempt and difhonour; 

* 

One of the firft afts, that followed lord 
Chatham's demiffion- cf • the government/ 
was an -aft, for granting certain durfesTn'thtf 
American colonics. This Is 1 certainly one 
of the molt extraordinary events, that hiftcry 
records. Three principal members of thd 1 
cabinet, with the fifft lord of the treafury aC 
their htad, afterwards declared, that it had - 
never received their approbation. While tlief 
baleful effefts of the ftamp-aft were yet fr«fh 
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in the memory of every man •, the lame 
meafure was renewed,, with circumftances of 
additional irritation. While every thing was 
carried on, with great parade, in the name 
of lord Chatham-, this, was the period they 
chofe for their, operations. Lord Chatham, 
who had diftinguifhed himfelf* by being the 
firft public man in this country, to declare 
the exclufiye right of America,, to grant her 
own money. Lord Chatham, to whom the 
gratitude of America- had raifed ftatues, and 
erected monuments; and whefe name had 
been repeated, from one end of the conti- 
nent to the other, as the fymbol of liberty. 

» • - 

. Mr. To wnshend was the official author 
of this meafure. The eonftant objeft of his 
purfuit was applaufe. When the voice of 
this country feemed to call for a revenue 
from America, he had been aa advocate for 
the ft amp aft. In the following feffion, 
when events had changed the popular opini- 
on, he voted for its repeal. The fal' of the 
Rockingham adminiftration naturally brought 
their favourite meafure into difrepute. To 
conform therefore to the temper, which be- 
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gan ta prevail,, Mr. Townfliend declared, 
very early in the fcflion, that a revenue muft 
be had out of America. He was < inftantly 
tied down to his engagements. And, thac 
be might fulfil them in the moft plaufible 
manner, he introduced his bill, whh a pre- 
amble, declaring the necefiity of a revenue, 
to make it palatable to the high-fliers at 
home-, and he adopted the American dif- 
tin&ion, of reftritting himfelf to external 
impofitton^ But the meafure had the ufuar 
fate of all exquifite policy* .... 

« 

Its author had, by this time, probably 
begun to flatter himfelf- with the idea, that 
he was, in reality, the firft niinifter of his 
country. But the men, he had to deal with, 
feemed perfeftly to underftand the art of 
degrading patriotifm, and mortifying arro- 
gance. To convince him of his dependency, 
he found himfelf, towards the clofe of the 
fcflion, in a queftion, relative to the bufinefs 
of the Eaft-Indian committee, together with 
Mr. fecretary Conway, in a very inconfider- 
able minority. 
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Soon after the feflion was concluded, Mr/ 
Townfhcnd died ; the fecretary refigned 
and the remaining members of adrnihiftra- 
tion formed that coaKrten with the Bedford 
party, which, unlike all the former political", 
manoeuvres of the reign, pioved fo-durabfe. . 
What principally attwi&ed the public atten- 
tion, in the next, and laft feflion of this 
parliament, was an attempt, made by admi- 
piitration, to deprive the duke of Portland of 
an eftate, that had continued in his family 
for feventy years, by virtue of a grant of king 
William: the third. The attempt itfelf was 
fcarcely more odioys, than the unfair and 
precipitate methods, that were taken to ac- 
complifli it^ 

The miniftry was, by this- time, become 
fo unpopular, that the enfuing elections were 
very generally and warmly contcfted„ 
throughout the kingdom. But the perfon,. 
who made himfelf principally noticed on -this 
occafion, was. the celebrated Mr. Wilkes/ 
While the methods, employed in- his profo- 
cution, were declared illegal by the Rock- 
ingham adoainiftration, he him/elf was, iaa. 
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great meafure, forgotten* TJpon the en— 
faing change, when the duke of Grafton*, 
vrho had always - profeJTid the ftrongeft aN 
tachment for him, was plaeed at the head of 3 
the treafury* his- hopes revived.. He appli- 
ed, with confuknee, to that nobleman, to-fo-* 
licit hh pardon. Finding himfelf here treat- 
ed with negleft, if' not with infuft, he be-- 
came defperate. The defpair of a man- of* 
hi* intrepkl fpirit* is always for mid able- H* 
took the refolution to come over to England V 
and offered himfelf a candidate, to reprefenr, 
firft the city of London, .and afterwards the 
county- of Middlcfex. In this latter attempt, . 
he was iliccefsful. The nation faw, with af-* 
toniflimcnt, an obfeure, individual, with cou-- 
rage enough to engage in fo arduous an un- 
dertaking, though in continual fear of his 
creditors, and with the terrors of an out— 
lawry hanging over his head : and the admi- 
niftration cf a mighty kingdom, fo daflardly 
and pufiHanimou*, as nt)t to venture to take 
him into cuftody, when they mioht have, 
done it, almoft without animadverfion ; but 
fuffcring him to go fuch a length, as, in the 

event,, to be able. to*defjr their utmoft efforts.. 
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Wfien, at laft, he was apprehended, the po- 
pulace declared themftlves ftfongly in his fa- 
vour* In the mean time, the miniftry.cn- 
creafed the general refentment, by appear- 
ing fhidioufly forward, to, call in the afiift- 
ance of the military; and afterwards by 
fcreening, wkh a thoufand arts, the minifters 
of their vengeanca, from the hands of }uf- 
tke, in cafes, in which they had gone be- 
yond, what even military .ruks could autho- 
rife. 

Lord Chatham had long ceafed, to have 
any concern in public affairs. Partly upon 
account of his health, and partly from the 
difguft and mortification he conceived from 
the conduct of minifters, the bufinefs of his 
office had, for «• a confiderable time, been 
tranfa&ed by commifiion. At this time, 
there happened an event, which, in fome 
meafure, roufed him from his torpor, and 
determined him finally to withdraw his name 
from an adminiftration, with which he had 
long ccafed to have any connexion* 

The brave Corficans had long ftruggled 
againft the tyranny of the Genoefe. Tired 
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of an unprofitable, and difputcd. dominion, 
that republic taffeta**!]* mad# her claim* 
to the crown of Fra«£$. But} though, ia 
confequence of thi* ceffion, their new maf- 
ters poured upon them an immenfe military 
force; yet, by the independent, unfubmit*. 
ting fpirlt, tbat bad long animated them, 
they were induced, to hold out to the laft, 
and defend themfelves to /their rocks and 
faftneffes. They hoped, that fome friendly 
power would, at length, be roufed to their- 
relief-, and<were perfuaded*. that it was bet- 
ter to die in the caufc of freedom, than to- 
fubmit, and be Haves. Such a determina- 
tion naturally commanded; the fympathy o£ 
Britain. Separately too from this confider- 
ation*. tht ifland; from its fit e in the fcj«di* 
terranean, was generally efteemed of confi— 
deratye importance in the commercial world. 
Quietly to permit it therefore, to ba thrown 
into the fcale of a power, whofe fuperior 
ftrength had long rendered her formidable 
in the eyes of Europe, was certainly contrary 

to the politics, by which that quarter of the 
globe had been a&uated, for more than a*, 
centuary pafU. Moft perfons imagined^ that/ 
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a firong remonftrance, from our court, would ' 
have deterred France from her undertaking, 
without the ri&-o£ a war* 

In this however, they feem to have been 
miftaken. Such a remonftraace was actually, 
tranfmitted to our ambaffador by th« earl of 
Shelburne, and by him delivered to the court 
of Verfaiiles. From the opinion they form- 
ed of the imbecility of our government, it 
was treated with contempt. The conclufion^ 
was Amply thi*. The ambaffador- infiftcd- 
upon a recal, and, at. the fame time, lord 
Sheiburne was- difmiffed from his office. 
Hie iatiifcacy;, that now fubfifted between 
this nobleman and lord Chatham,, induced-, 
the aged leader, to difclajk at once, his rc- . 
fentment of the affront, offered tohis friend,... 
aod his fen fx of the national difgrace, , by aa 
immediate refignation., 

It will probably be alked, how lord Chat- 
ham, who, in the beginning of the reign, 
had declared, that he would never make, 
himfelf rcfponfible for meafures, which he. 
was not . allowed to guide, came now to defer 
this- fic# to fo late a period ? I will not aflert, 



» 
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that his condudl, upon this head, was entire- 
ly blamelefs. In the mean time, much might- 
be faid; in his excufe, with regard to the dif- 
temper, under which he laboured ; which,/ 
efyecially in- the former part of this periddj 
had debilitated his faculties, and rendered- 
him ineapaMe of public bufintfe, ta the de- 
gree, that, for a conllderable time, he did^ 
not open a fingle pacquet, that was fent to* 
him, of a public concern. Much alfo might 
be faid, refpe&ing the defcrtiort of his 
friends* The laft ltffon of a generous, un- 
tainted heart, is that of fufpicion. This is 
one part of the apology, he is faid after- 
wards to have offered in his own bfhalf. At 
the fame time, he complained of a circuro~ 
Hance, which could only.be. afcertstned bjL 
repeated experience, that the open treachery*/ 
that was pra&ifed again ft him, was abetted : 
by fecret influence; and that he found " a. 
" power behind the throne, greater, than. 
<* the throne itfelf."' 

In the mean time, tine difcontents in Ame- 
rica, and particularly in. the capital of Bof— 
ton, had rifen ta a very formidable heights 
Several regiments, of foldiers however were 

h 

/ 

m 
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ordered upQp that ftatfion, and a, temporary 
tranquillity re-eftahlifliedi In the firft fef- 
fion of the new parliament, theft affairs 
formed a principal objeft of their attention; 
They voted fevcral very ftrong cenfares on 
tfye Boftqniajis, and addrefled his majefty, to 
caufe the delinquents- there, to. be brought 
over to this country for trial. Thefe fcem- 
ingly refolute meafures were, in tha mesa- 
ticne, accompanied to America, with a cir- 
cular letter of th$ fecretary of ftate, promi- 
fing a repeal of the greater part of the ob- 
noxious duties, and affuriqg, that the idea* 

■ 

of deriving a parliamentary revenue from 
that cwmry, was entirely abandoned... 

Nothing can be more truly deplorable* < 

thau to behold the pofllfliou, of the moft 
valuable jewel of the Briufli crown thus egre- 
gioufly trifled with. By a partial repeal, we 
difplayed a fpuptleis temper of infidious can- 
ceffion : at* the fame time, that , the tax we 
retained, not being fufficient, to pay the 
H charge of collection, .demonftrAted, that we 
retained it, for the fake of afferting our ima- 
ginary rights ; and gave the lie to our moft 
folemn declarations. The minifter's engag- 
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9 

ing the honour of the fovereign, for an aft 
hereafter to .take place in;parliament, was atfo 
conGdercd, as not a little extraordinary. Ia 
a word, there appeared nothing manly, decU 
five attd ingenious in the whole traiiraftion. 
« If we contend for a revenue," fuch tiras 
the language of oppofition, when the affair 
came afterwards to be canvafled, « let us 
if< eftablifh a revenue, that fhall be worth 
M contending fbr. But if, with maturcr 
" wifdbm, and juftfer principles, we mean 
u conceffion ; let us come forward-like mtn 9 
M and confefs our error. Let our acknow- 
ledgment of the rights of others, be as 
<r honeft and undifgutfed, as we would wifh, 
" upon a proper occafion, to be the affertioa 
of our owni" 

In the mean time, the moft extraordinary 
♦domeftic occurrences of the prefent reign 
had taken place* in the affair of the Middle- 
, fcx ele&ion. Mr. Wilkes was expelled the 
houfe of commons ; re-ele£led by his confti- 
tuents ; and, in return, declared incapable 
of fitting in the prefent parliament. As the 
county was not be diverted to another 
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choice, the miniftry offered the feat to any 
one, who would propofe hitnfelf as a candi- 
'date, though he (hould have hut four -voices. 
Upon this principle, Mr. Lmtrel was after- 
wards declared, t?y the houfe of commons, 
the legal member. Never did any determi- 
nation fpread a more univerfal Jflame ^>f dif- 
content. The city of London led the way, 
and many- of the moft confiderabie -counties 
in the kingdom, imitated them, in petition- 
ing the fovereign for the difiblution of j>aiv 
liamcnt. 



i 
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CI A P. VII. 

. JLovd Chatham takes the lead of.oppoftion. — Ap- 
pointment of lord North. — Falkland 9 s i/Iands. 
— Imprifonment of the lord mayor. — lncroach- 
inents upon the Eafl India company.— Riot at 
-Bojlon. — Penal atls of parliament. 

We arc now brought to the lafl: era of the 
life of lord Chatham, From henceforth, his 
-conduct is unaccommodating and uniform. 
The figure however, which he makes, at this 
time, is different from that, in which we 
have hitherto feen him. Trom his refigna- 
tion in 1761, he feemed, in focne manner, 
to fill the eye of the public. Every man, 
,not enlifted in a party, feemed to look up to 
his principles, as the ftandard of liberty; and 
to his conduft, as the model of public fpirit. 
A thoufand lefler deviations were forgiven 
him, or indeed feemed to pafs unobferved, 
amid the fpleudour of his virtues. But the 
fatal era of his adrainiftration, funk him 
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-much in the public efteem. It was inglori- 
ous: and the generality judge rather by 
events, than by -actions*; and are not curious 
•in difcriminating the unfortunate, and the 
'blamable. A confiderable part of the blame 
they placed, where, I believe, pofterity will 
-not be forward to : place it, in the acceptance 
-of a peerage. The removal however, from 
;the houfe of coramonsj that attended it, con- 
tributed to fliut the door, againft his reco- 
vering that boundlefs popularity, which he 
4iad formerly enjoyed. 

Disappointed in the inaufpieious event 
*of the adiiiiniftration, which he had formed 
with fo afRdubtiS care-, and mortified, at the 
impolitic proceedings, oF which lie had been, 
however uhdefignedly, in fome meafiire, the 
♦occalion, he had, for fome timie, hid his head 
in the obfcurity of retreat. -But even there, 
the voice of the people reached him. He 
was roufed from fupicreriefc and flftmber. He 
came forward, to face 4iis own treacherous 
friends, together with ihofe new affbeiates, 
whofe principles, he had ever confidered, as 
inimical to liberty. He even feemed, lo 
diave rifen from the grave, thatr erewhile had 



» 
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half dofed upon his head ; and to have 
caught, once mope, all the vigour and am- 
nvation of unworn youth. He (hook off all 
his long infirmities. He managed not his 
declining years. With ambitious eagernefs, 
he prefented himfelf upon every occafion - 9 
and, where the artillery of oppofition had 
made an impreffion, upon the defences of 
-the -cabal, he was ever foremoft to mount 
the breach. Together with him, he brought 
a fmall, but chofen phalanx. The blunt, the 
honert and artleft earl Temple. The accom- 
-plilhed, the elaborate lord Shelburne. And 
laftly, his excellent friend, the lord chanceU 
lor, fagacious and penetrating, unmoved by 
wiles, unawed by power. 

WiT« this addition to the ftrength of 
minority in the houfe of lords, that party ap- 
peared, every way, fo refpe&ablc, as to di- 
vert the attention of the people, atmoft en- 
tirely, from the proceedings of their repre- 
fentative3 upon whom it had ufually been 

•fixed ; but who had, in a great meafure, 

. , • 

alienated their affe&ions, by their conduct in 
the affair of Mr. Wilkes. The feffion com- 
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*meoced, with a motion, for an amendment 
to the addrefs, by lord Chatham, promifmg, 
with all convenient fpeed, to take into con- 
sideration the- caufes of the public difcon- 
tents, and particularly the affair, from which 
-ihey were fuppofcd, to have originated. This 
amendment was fupported, with much ener- 
gy arid decifion, by lord Camden. The con- 
sequence was his immediate diSmiffion from 
office. The feals were offered to "Mr. Charles 
Torke, who is faid to have accepted them 
with reliiftance, through the perfonal in- 
treaties of his Sovereign; and who Survived 
-his appointment only three days. He was 
Tllppofcd to have put an end to his own ex- 
igence, in confequence of his remorfe, for 
the difgrace, he imagined iiimfclf to have 
. Jufuined. Terrified by fo many concomi- 
tant circumftances ; the difcontents of tltf 
people; the hoftilityof his old patron ; and 
the prefect unfortunate event ; the duke of 
0 .Grafton defertcd the helm of government} 
and lord North, who had been, for fom* 
time, the miniftcr of the houfe of common^ 
*sras appointed to fucceed him. 
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T&e adminiftration of lord Ntfrth wHl 
wcr make a principal figure, in the hiftory 
of this country. It muft be acknowledged, 
in his favour, that the feeds of thofe calami- 
ties, by which his ftory is To eminently diftin- 
guifhed, were remotely fown, before his ac- 
ceffion to office; and that he came forward, 
at a very alarming and critical period. His 
appointment was evidently, in Tome meafure, ' 
the eflcft of neceflity. It was by chance, 
that he was placed at (he head of affairs. 
Hut it has been the diftinguifhing chara&er- 
iltic of the prefent reign, that thofe appoint- 
ttientSj which were, at firft, the moft evident- 
ly temporary, have, almoft univerfaily, in the 
end, proved the moft .permanent. 

If this nobleman had never pofciTed lb 
confpicuous a poft, one may almoft ventnic 
to fay, his abilities wooid never have been 
thought of. His politics have furely had a 
Tuflicient trial, and the event has decided 
upon their merit. His boaftcd fkill in fi- 
nance, Teems to have partaken of the nature 
of fairy money, and, when it was called into J 

-ufe, vanrfhed from the touch. If he had 

_ i 

any abilities, it appears to have, been in cle- 

H 2 
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bate. At the fame time, his voice wa^harfh, 
and his manner unwieldy. His fpeecht* 
were never illuminated with one ray of ge- 
nius; and, when he aimed at animation, he 
became an objeft for laughter; But he pof- 
fcfled a fleepinefs, and a phlegm, from which 
it was juft poflible for him to be roufech 
The philippics of oppolition feldom broke in 
upon his repofe. And, as they fimply play- 
ed upon the furface of his brain, without 
wounding his mind, he was able to retort 
them with a buffoonery, that was admired, 
becaufe it was unrefembled. He had the 
firft-rate quality of being able to talk long, 
-without embarraflment. He was able too, 
to ftatc a matter of complicated calculation^ 
•V'iih confiderable clearnefs. In this refpefl* 
the day, in which he opened the budget, was 
the very acme of his glory. 

In fome things, his lordfhip refembled 
Mr. George Grenville, one of his predecefc 
ibrs. Lord Chatham had ever confidered 
:his man, as a ufeful drudge ; and acknow- 
jeged, that he had been frequently indebted 
rto Jus refearches. Lord -North .had ferved 
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tl>e witty, the volatile Mr. Charles Townf- 
hend, in the fame capacity; ^nd that gentle- 
man is faid, to have entertained a fimiiar 
contempt for him. In one refpeft howeveiv 
the nobleman in queftion, was perfe&iy op- 
pofite to his predeceflbn Mr. Grenville was 
fhrewd, fagacious and inflexible. Lord North > 
feemed to have no fentimems of his own/- 
He maintained, with the fame unvaried 
countenance, a fyftem to-day, the very oppo- 
fne of the fyftem of yefterday. Like the 
Defdemona of Othello's diftcmpered imagi- 
nation, he could " turn, and turn, and yet 
<f go on." He feems to havs no objection 
to the execution of mcafures, which, at the 
fame rime, he profeflid ta difapprove. I - 
am afraid, this is the very worft feature, that 
can belong to a political charafter.' • 

- 

These changes however did not make 
any immediate alteration in the face of af- 
fairs. Lord Chatham profecuted his objeft, 
without intermiffiim and tried every means 
for the gratification of the wi(hes of the 
people. He endeavoured, both by refolu- 
tion, and by bill, to reverfe the proceedings 
upon the Middiefex election. He moved to * . 
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cenfurc the minifter, who had advifed the 
king's anfwer to a remonftrance, upon that 
fubje&i from- the city of I^ondon* And he 
endeavoured to obtain,, from the houfc of 
lords, an addrefs to the fovea sign, for what 
was then fo eagerly defired,. the difTblutionn 
of parliament. But all his eloquence was in 
vain. Miniflers did not even feem to ftudy 
the plaufible, and never engaged heartily in 
the debatey Ull they came to the divifion.. 
This venerable hero was repeatedly called 
down, by the youngefir* and leaft confider— 
able of the peers, for what they pretended to 
confider, as- an undue warmth of expreffion. 
— His perfeverance however, did not go un* 
diftinguifhed. The city felt a. fui.table gra- 
titude, and. voted their thanks to him. for bid 
condu<5h 

There is foaaewhat remarkable in- the 
fpeech he delivered., in fupport of a motion, , 
for augmenting the number of fcamerv. He ; 
concluded with thefe memorable words : 

i 

•< Although, my lords," faid he, " it feems 
" to be. fo unfettled among us,, whether we 
14 fhall put on the armour of defence — -a* 
"-queftion, at worft, if carried, hi. the. affi^- 
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4i mative, which cannot but be confidered, av 
cc an aft of prudence ; — I do now pkdge my- . 
" felf to this honourable houfe, for the truth* 
M of what I am going to aflfert : that, at this* 
w very hour; that we are fitting together, 
M there has been a blow of hoftility ftrucic 
" againft us, by our old inveterate enemies, . 
•? id fome part of thfe world. "—This predic- 
tion was, ahnoff immediately, verified, iu< 
the affair of Falkland's iflands. • 

• r 

■ 

Pox I Tic al prophefy is a difcriminatingf 
particular in lord Chatham's character. Htf 
willingly indulged himfelf in it j and he wasp 
perhaps very feldom miftaken. Much was - 
undoubtedly owing, to his intelligence; and 
much to that fagacity> without which, he 
pronounced extrinfic intelligence to be no- , 
thing. But this is not all. . There is an en- 
thufiafm \ if you will, an infpjration, that is 
connate to alL original genius. Nature feems 
to delight, to owu, and to vindicate it, in all 
its effervefcencies* . 

■ y» 

In the mean time, this is perhaps one of" 
the moft extraordinary inftances of the kind^, 

that is. to be met with in hiflory. It may 

H .4, 
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therefore be worth while to attempt to ana- 
liz.c it, and diftin&ly to affign its various 
caufes. The character of Britain had* pal- x 
pably been finking for feveral years in the 
eyes of Europe. The affair of Corfica had*, 
at once, denaonftrated thiscircumftance, and 
increafed it. Warlike preparations were 
commenced in the ports of France and 
Spain. The continuance therefore, of the 
general tranquillity was become precarious.. 
But * here is fomething peremptory and cir- 
cumftantial in the prediction I have related,, 
that thefc confidcrations do, by no means, 
account for. The object of the preparations 
was apparently uncertain. We were, at 
prcfent, in full peace 5 and, if its duration 
were precarious, the immediate commence- 
ment of hoftilkics was much more fo. It 
was improbable, that the enemy fttould be- 
gin, by a precipitate attack, upon a diftant 
and unimportant part of the empire. The 
attack made no part of any regular fyftem ; 
and therefore, as the part of fuch a fyftem, , 
it could not be developed.. 

r 

« 

The territorial right to the iflandsiiv- 
<lucftion f was a matter, involved. Ja the. 

i . 
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moft obfcurity. The Spaniard however had » 
invaded our ■poflefllon, withour any previous - 
drftufiion, and in full peace ; and had drip- 
ped us of it, with circumftances of delibe- 
rated infult. This proceeding certainly de- 
manded exemplary reparation* They teem- 
ed however much difpofed, to procraftinatc 
the negociation. At length, by the medi- 
ation of France, in the hopes of whofe war- 
like affiftance they appear to have been dif- 
appointed, they eonfented to replace every 
thing in its former fituation. The accept- 
ance of thefe terms might' have been afcribed > 
to a fpirit of moderation. No objecT: of dif- - 
pate could certainly be more frivolous, or 

. more unworthy of plunging half inankind - 
in the horrors of war. ' It came- out how- 
ever, foment rmc after, by the conf^fllon of 

, the French ambaffador, that, in order to ob- 
tain thefe terms, we wtre obliged to ftipu- 
late, on our part, the finally evacuating the " 
difputed iflarids ; and the being the firft to * 
defift from cmr warlike preparations. 

• 4 

Proceedings, life thefe, though the laft * 
article was, at that time^ only fufpccled, 
were fo much the reverfe of the haughty and 

H 5 
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decifive manners of lord Chatham, . that if ii; 
not to be wondered at, .that he {trained -everyv 
nerve, to obtain a parliamentary ftigma, up-» 
on the conduft.of- the Britifli negociators- 
He compared the prefent compromife, to the 
famous convention of. fir Robert Walpole, . 
that led the way.to the war of 1 739 ; and 
afferted the probability of a fimilar : cveat. 

With that unchanging per feverance, that 
conftitute fo leading a trait of his character, ^ 
he brought forward, once again, the affair 
of the Middkfex ek&ion. Ih order, how- - 

• 

ever to vary. the fubjeft of difcuflion, he di- 
greflcd into a. ftritture, upon fame recent 
particulars, in the conduct of our . courts of 
- juftice, . that were, thought to infringe, upon- 
that iavaluable chara&eriftic of theEngliftv:. 
conftimtion, the- triaL by jury. TJie perfon, 
who was .principally., pointed at,, in^this af* 
fair ; and who did not meet. the. difcufiion* 
. with that readinefs, which the public, deiired, 
was the celebrated lord Mansfield. He was* . 
nearly. of the fame age with our hero; and' 
they came- forward,* about the fame time, 
to general obfervatioa. He was the greatcft 
o£ ail lord Chatham's contemporaries, upou 

> 
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the public ftnge. The celebrated compliment 
of Pope ta him, isr not lefs juft, than it is* 
beautiful ; that nature had left it in his 
choice, whether he would be a Tully, or a 
Maro. Minute obfervers have pretended tc> 
difcover in him, fotncthing of the vindi&ive, 
and fomething'too nvuch of art. He has 
been~ uniformly aceufed, of leaning towards 
the principles of defpotifm. In the mean 
titntr, the- firmnefs of his judgment, and the 
honourable uniformity of his conduct, will 
not permit us, for a moment, to doubt of his 
fincerity, in- all tht fentiments he profeifrs. 
That however, which we dare not blame, vv^ - 
may have leave to lament. - 

Tme fcffioh clofed* with an- affair, that, at ; 
once, revived all the demoeratical ardour^ 
that had attended the r proceedings againlt 
Mr. Wilkes. An imperfedt account had 
long been given in the public papers, of the 
debates of the houfe of commons, with im- • 
punityj though there was a (landing order 
againft it. At this time, a member thought 
fit to complain of the mifrcprefentation hfe 
had fuflered \ and the printers were immcdr- 
ately ordered into cuftody. Three of them %• 
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were foon after apprehended, and feverallj 
carried before the lord mayor, arid the al- 
dermen Wilkes and Oliver; who difcharged 
them from con fineiaent, . and bound them , 
over to profecute their captors. Inflamed 
at this inftance of contempt,- the houfe com- 
mitted Mr. OHver and the chief magiftrate 
to the tower. Some difficulty arifing^con- 
cerning the manner of Mr. Wilkes's appear- 
ance before them, who claimed, as a mem- 
ber-, his conduft palled without animadver- 
fion. The two prifoners were attended to 
confinement by the acclamations of the peo- 
ple. They were followed- by the thanks of* 
their fellow citizens. And the dayvof their 
liberation was celebrated, with every mark of * 
feftivity and triumph. The diflifce, that par- 
ltament had incurred, was fo far fwtlled by 
t4\is bullnefs, that lord Chatham employed it>, 
as a ftrong additional argument, when he 
renewed his motion, to addrefs the king to 
dtflblve them. 

In the following fcfiion, his lord/hip came 
forward, as the advocate of religious liberty, 
in fupport of a bill for the relief of Protec- 
tant difleoters. The year 1772 was \mdiftin- 
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guifhed by any remarkable, events. , The po- 
pular fpirit began, at this time . to fubfide ; . 
and has ftnee remained, for the moft part, , 
in a ftate. of languor- and inactivity. The 

ftrength of oppofition4n parliament was alfo 
decaying; Mr. George Grenville was ibme 
time dead, and lord Chatham began, once 
again, to withdraw himfelf fro or the public 
theatre. It was now that the character of the- 
minifter began, moft vifibly, to give a co- 
lour to the public councils. Generally flowv 
anon> decifive, with a veil of conftitutionai 
modefty; violent, under the guife of phlegm 
matic moderation. 

This temperature was exceedingly vifible, v 
in the meafures, that were now adopted, re- 
specting the Eaft India company. The 
fcheme of lord . Chatham, whatever it was r 
wa» compromifed, by his fucceflbrs in office,, 
in confideration of a large annual fudfidy, 

• 

to be paid to government; which, it after- 
wards appeared, the company could ill fpare; 
but the payment of which they preferred, to 
that invaiion, which was threatened, of their 
territorial claims. At this time, they be- 
came fo embarrafled in their affairs, as to be 
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obliged to difcontinuc the fubfidy; and even 
to demand', from government, a confiderablc 
loan. The rninifttr* b&iolding the company 
proftrate at his feet, confidered this, as the 
time, to affcrt his fupremacy. Without ac- 
tually depriving them of their pofleflions, he 
eftabliflied a parliamentary afiertion, that 
they held them by fufferance, and, ^ con- 
fequence, paflcd a great number of -vexatious 
regulations ; which ■ threw a confiderablc 
weight of influence into the fcaie of govern- 
ment,. but whkh were little lefs obnoxious^ 
than would have been the moft peremptory 
and unqualified proceedings. At the fame 
time, he fcemcd willing to grant them fome 
compenfation. - 
• 

Administration had long triumphed 
in the fuccefs of their American meafures. 
They faw, however not openly, the tea ira- 
ported* and tl>c tax, in fome roeafurc, fub- 
mitted to. They did not know, that the 
ftilnefs, that prevailed in that country, was 
the ftiintfs of reflection j and they could not 
perceive, that the r minds were progreflively 
alienating from d;pendance upon Britaiiu 
They faacicd, they faw them reconciling, by 
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degrees, to unlimited fubmiffion : things, . 

* 

they believed, had continued long . enough, 
in their prefent courfe : this was the time to 
aft with decifiom Accordingly they ima- 
ginedy they fhould effect two* purpofes, at, 
once, by granting totfre Eaft India company;, 
who heretofore, had never exported her own . 
commodities, the liberty of exporting tea,, hi 
whatever quantity, without be^ngc fubject to » 
the ufual impofitions* Thus encouraged, the 
company ,lhipped a.ccoifidctable quanxity for 
America- 

No fooner had the account of thefe thing;? . 
crofled the Atlantic, than America rofe up, 
as one man ; and all the colonies, without' 
any previous concert, refolved, not to permit 
the cargoes to be landed. In moft places*, , 
the veflels, perceiving their voyage to hkve 
been ta no purpofe, peaceably returned. At 
- Bbfton, and. other places, this was refufed. 
Finding therefore no other remedy*, and 
perfuadedj that the tea would be brought on 
fhore,.by degrees, and their refolves evaded, 
a confiderable party of the inhabitants went 
on board, in difguife \ and having, without 
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interruption, deftroyed the cargoes, imme- 
diately diiperfed. 

Matters were thus brought to a very 
ferious. crifis. The minifter, who, in the 
foregoing feffion, had. trampled upon- a de- 
fencelefs commercial company, now imagin- 
ed, he could do the fame with three millions 
of people, ftretched over a wide continent, 
of fifteen hundred miles in -extent: with a 
people, whofe anceftors had left their native 
fields, and fled to the uncouth deferts of 
America, in purfuit of liberty ; and who 
themfelvcs, nurfed in the lap of ftrenuous 
freedom^ were now in the firft ftage of cul- 
tivation, hardy, laborious, intrepid and en- 
tcrprifing. Adminiftration owed all its mif- 
apprehenfions concerning them, in a manner, 
to one fource ; the mifinformation of the 
provincial governors. It had been obferved, 
in the commencement of the laft war, that 
the Indians, almoft univerfally, fided with 
the French. Their commanders, perfons of 
generous blood, and gentle demeanour, won 
over the natives, by their accommodating - 
manners, and their equitable conduit : while 
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tunes, and ruined chara&er, employed no 
management. And underftood no policy. 
Pofterity will look back ?ftoni(hed, to fee 
their anceftors, facrificing their deareft pof- 
fefiions, to the precipitation of a very few- 
obfcure individuals, in their origin bafe, and 
10 their perfons contemptible. . 

Ik this manner then mifltd, ad mimft ration . 
determined upon meafures of the boldeft* 
defcription. Their policy was comprifed in 
four afts of parliament ; for (hutting up the 
port of Bofton j for changing the gqvern- 
meru of the province of MafTachufet's-bay ; ; 
for adjourning the trial of delinquents in . 
America, from one of the colonies, to ano- 
ther, or to Great Britain . and for extend- . 
ing the limits, and granting an eftablilhment 
to the French fyftem- of policy and religion 
in Canada. — In the courfe of this feffion, 
and a little previous to the difclofure of the 
above fyftem, oppofnion obtained a moil in- 
valuable acquifttion* ia . the pedbn . of- Mr. 
Ch.ades Fo.v. 
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c h ap. viir:. 

Meeting of the general congrefs. — Lord Chat-- 
hants conciliatory plan. — Coercive tneafures 
purfued.— Commencement of the vuar. — De- 
claration of independency** — Campaign of 
1 776 — Expedition from Canada*: 

Though, in the year 1770, lord Chat- 
ham had come forward, with an apparenr. 
determination, from thenceforth to take a 
regular fhare, in the parliamentary delibera- 
tions ; he however found himfelf hrefiftibly 
baffled by the encroachments of difeafe. 
From his youth he had been the martyr of 
an hereditary gcut. Scarcely any perfoa 
was ever fubjeft to that painful diftempcr, 
in a greater degree. For fome years, before 
Ms death, he was, in a manner, confined to 
his chamber- It was only, at drftant inter* 
vals, that he could tear himfelf from the. 
couch of imbecility ; and appear, in his dar- 
ing ^chara&cr of a fenator, aad upon hiss 
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proper theatre, the great council of the na- 
tion. But rare,, as-- thefe appearances- were* 
they acquired, from that circumftance, an 
additional fplendour. It was no longer pro- 
per, for this hero of a former age, to wafto 
his efforts upon a vulgar theme ; or, in any 
cafe, to join in the erf of a party, or view 
fituations, through the medium of private 
affe&ion. Aloof from the herd of lifted' 
combatants, it became him-, as it were, to 
di&ate his fentiments from a more elevaU- 
cd ftation : and he fecmed: to require a- 
theme, new, as his fituation; and large, as-, 
his god-like foul. And fucli a theme was . 
provided for him.. 

• m 

It may not be unpkafing, to recollcft, for* 
a. moment, by what gradual fteps, ht rofe to* 
an elevation* which- never mortal knew- be- 
fide him. In his commencement, he ap- 
peared humble and afluming, very limited, 
la his income, and placed at the. very foot of 
a- profeflion, in , which merit oftea grow* 
gray in obfeurity. It was by file nt, unob- 
ferved ftcpa, by laborious ftudy, and accu- 
mulated refleclion, that he advanced, At, 
length, he taok hi*, feat in r parliament, and;, 
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became drftinguifhed for an eloquence, beau- 
tiful, magnificent and impofmg. By degrees,. 
he far outftripped his competitors, and flood 

alone, thje rivals of antiquity. Fixed 

in his character for eloquence, he was now 
deftined to appear*, in a different fcene. He 
became the firft minifter of Britain ; the foie 
conduftor of an arduous war; the objeft, 
upon which the hopes of his country, and 
the appreheniions of contending Europe, 
were ultimately fixed. In this fituation, it 
is little to fay, that he called forth the long, 
forgotten magnanimity of the empire * that 
uninterrupted, unrivalled fuccefs attended 
His adminiftration. He was himfelf aa hoft. 
his name alone, withered the hearts of our 
enemies, and made their arms <!rop ufelefs 
from their hands. His reputation founded 
through the univerfe. Difmifled from pow* 
er, he became independent, and fdf-moved. 
His eloquence ^ave him dignity ; his infor- 
mation fixed attcntiQn j -and his character at- 
trafted love. He was the patron of the op- 
prefled the corre&or of miniflerial ralhnefs*; 
and the prophetic foul of Britain.— Still how- - 
ever, fomething human hung about him. .Ha 
had not yet fhakea off the infirmities of am* - 
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bition; or laid afide the garb of party. He 
came forward too much upon trifling occa- 
fions ; and gave into the. exaggerated repre- 
sentations, which are perhaps neceffary to a 
regular oppofition. But fuch were not the 
errors of his clofing years. Infirmity, at 
leaft, curbed his ever active fpirit. I will 
not fay, that heaven provided the awful fcene 
<of an American war, to give new Iuftre to 
the fetting fun. But I will fay, that heaven 
prolonged the Ihutting day, that it might 
finally clofe, with untried fplendours, for the 
-world to wonder at. Perhaps no man ever 
filled fo important a fituation. A thoufand 
circumftances feemed to point him out, as 
■■the arbiter of two contending countries, 
great in their inherent magnitude, and 

whbfe difpute was, every way, peculiarly in- 
terefting. Ah, happy Britain ! had fhe 
rfeized the golden opportunity ; and liftened 
to the voice of native fagacity, and accumu- 
lated experience, which was thus poured in 
her ears. In the mean time, the want of fuo- 
cefs, which attended the efforts of our hero, 
however, as men, we may lament it; in the 
eye of abftraft tafle, perhaps contributes, to 
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the whole, a finifliing beauty. This is its 
language. " If Britain could have been 
" faved, by this right-hand it had been fav- 
" ed." And this is its effed. To give an 
•unfpeakable folemnity to -the fcene, and to 
-complete the moft awful tragedy in the 
-world, by joining, with the death of Chat- 
ham, the crufh of a migluy empire in his 
ruins. 

It was in the clofe of the feffion, whole 
principal adis have. -already been defcribed, 
that this nobleman -appeared, once agairt, 
•within -the walls of .parliament, in oppofition 
to the Canada -bill. He lamented that want 
of health, which prevented -him from bear- 
ing his uniform teftimony, againft every part 
of fo deftruftive a fyftem. He went over 
the feme ground of argument and advice, to 
•which he had adhered, upon this fubjeft, 
with the moft unalterable confiftency. But 
.his principal effort was referved, for the 
commencement of the year 1775. 

In the mean time, the enfuing fummer 
appeared with the moft ferious and threat- 
ening afpeft in America. Both parties were 
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backward in proceeding to extremities. But 
the impending tempeft, the more flowly it 
forms, and the longer it is brewing over our 
heads, grows fomuch blacker and blacker, and 
.ruflies upon us, at laft, with more tremendous 
fury, Admi nitration had clofed the feffion 
with triumph, and expedted that the firm- 
nefs of their countenance was immediately 
-to terrify America into abjeft fubmiflion. 
The event was exactly the reverf&of the pre- 
xliftion. Menace and coercion ferve only to 
roufe the manly fpirit. Every province aflb- 
dated herfelf, in the caufe of liberty ; and 
-the weak and improvident meafures, that 
were intended to divide them, proved to 
. .them, the cement of an indiflblublc union. 
They immediately elected a general congrefi, 
'who determined upon the moft deliberate 
meafures for their future fafety ; and con- 
cluded with drawing up addrefTes, to their 
fellow citizens ; to their neighbours of Ca- 
nada.; and to the inhabitants of Britain ; 
♦together with a petition to the throne. Thefe 

papers were executed with uncommon ener- 
gy and addrefs ; and, in vigour of fentiment, 
and the nervous language of patriotifm, would 



Ip2 LIFE O F T tri £ 

not certainly have difgraced any aflembly, 
.that ever exifted. 

i * - ■ 

The feffion of 1775, efpecially in its 

commencement, certainly included as awful 
a crifis, as can be imagined. The event of 
peace or war; the immediate defolation of 
America^ the eventual ruin of Britain ; and 
the emancipation of one half of the world, 
.palpably hung upon their firft determinations. 
Miniftry, in order to have a clearer field be- 
fore them, had previoufly difiblved the old 
parliament, and fummoned a new one. In 
their laft feffion, it had been ufual, for the 
commons, to confult the temper of their 
conftituents more, th^n upon other Occa- 
lions, in order to infure their fuffrages, at 
the general ele&ion. And it was indifpen- 
fibly neceflary, that they fkould be unfliack* 
led, in the commencement of fo arduous an 
adventure. 

• 

In the mean time, the fervants of the 
crown were fo backward, in bringing out 
their American fyftem, that the plan of con- 
ciliation, formed by lord Chatham, had the 
•ftart of -them. He began with a motion, for 
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withdrawing the royal forces from Bofton. 
He told the houfe, that, in this diftradied 
Situation of aflairs, he had crawled thither, 
to-offer thetn the beft of his experience and 
advice. He urged the necefllry of the ftep he 
had recommended, as the means of opening 
a way for fettling the dangerous troubles in 
America, by beginning to allay ferments, 
and foften animofities there. He faid, an 
hour now loft, might produce years of xala- 
mity. His objeft was, to put his foot upon 
the threfhold of peace.. His prefent motion 
was only the introduction, to a comprehen- 
five plan; and he pledged himfelf to the 
houfe, that he would not defert for a mo- 
ment the conduct of this mighty bufinefs. 
Unlefs nailed to his bed by the extremity of 
ficknefs, he would give it his unremitted at- 
tention he wduld knock at the door of a 
flecping and confounded miniftry, and roufc 
them to a fenfe of their important danger. 

He defcribed the fituation of the troops 
at Bofton, as truly unworthy, being penned 
up, and pining in inglorious ina&ivity. He 
called thent, un army of impotence and con- 
tempt : and to make the folly equal to the 
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«difgrace, they were an army of irritation, 
«< You irritate your colonics to unappeafable 
<< rancour. It is not repealing this, or that 
<< aft of parliament ; not the annihilation of 
« a few-dirty fhreds of parchment,, that can 
«< reftore America to your bofom. You 
" muft repeal her fears, and her refent- 
" ments ; and you may then hope for her 
«« love and gratitude." 

He was lavilh in his praifes of the con- 
grefs. For himfelf f he muft avow, that in 
all his reading and obfervation and it had 
been his favoiu'ite ftudy : he had read Thu- 
eydides and had ftudied and admired the 
matter ftatcs of the world ; — antiquity re- 
corded nothing more honourable, more re- 
jpe&able, than this defpifed meeting. "It 
" has been in circulation, that, if the ftamp 
w aft had never been repealed, we fliould, at 
« this hour, have been at peace and quiet- 
f5 nefs with America: and from this, many 
" people urge the danger, as well as ineffica- 
<c cy of conciliating meafures, at prefent. I 
<♦ know, on the contrary, from the moll 
" rcfpcftable authority, that theft were, at 
" that inftant, the prevalent and ftcady prin- 
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w cipksof America: that you might deftroy 
u their towns, might cut them off from the 
u fuperfluities, and even the conveniences 
" of life \ but that they were prepared to 
*f defpife your power, and would not lament 
" their lofs, while they had, — what, my 
<* lords ? — their woods, and their liberty. 

" Do you think, that men, who could be 
" roufed to forego their profits, their plea- 
u fures, and the peaceable enjoyment of 
M their dcareft connexions, all for the fake of 
u liberty, will be whipped into vaflalage, 
w like flaves ? Why, this condutt in govern- 
u ment, is fo fantaftical and aerial in prac- 
w tice, that it, by far, exceeds the boldeft 
« wing of poetry •, for poetry has often read 
" inftruftive, as well as pleafing leflbns to 
«« mankind y and, though fhe fometimes a- 
" mufe hcrfclf in fiftion, that fidtion, to 
«« pleafe, fhould be founded in verifimUi- 
" tude. But, in this wife fyftem, there is 
«< nothing like truth; nothing like policy; 
<c nothing like juftice, experience, or com- 
u mon fenfe." - 

• . I 2 

/ 
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" We (hall be forced ultimately to retract : 

let us retra&, while we can do it with ho- 
** nour. Thefe violent, oppreffive adls mufi 
4i be repealed. I pledge myfelf for it, that 
" you will, in tta end, repeal them. I (t^ke 
** my reputation upon it. I will confent to 
<{ be taken for an ideot, if they are not final- 
\ M Jy repealed. The caufe of America is alii- , 
" cd to every true whig. This glorious fpi- 

rit animates three millions of men in our 
«« colonies. What fhall oppofe this fpirit ? 

aided by the congenial flame, glowing Ja 
** the breaft of every whig in England, to 
-«< the amount, I hope, of double the Ameri- 
* c can numbers* Ireland they have to a 
« c man. Nay, what dependence can you 
« have upon your foldiery, the unhappy in- 
** ftruments of your wrath ? They are Eng- 

liflimen, who mufl: feel for the privileges 
** of Englifhmen ; and their carrying mufltets 

and bayonets about thtm, furely does not 
* c exclude them from the pale of civil com- 
** munity. Foreign war hangs over your 

heads, by a flight and brittle thread. 

France and Spain are watching your con* 

» 



Digitized by 



EARL OF CHATHAM. 1 97 

tlu&, and waiting for the maturity of your 
errors. 

f "But you arc anxious, who flbould dif- 
M arm firft ? The great poet, and perhaps a? 

* greater politician, than ever he was a poet, 
/•has given you the wifeft counfel j follow 
"it. 

11 ¥uque prior , tu parce ^ genus qui dutis 

Projice tela manu* v 

f€ With a dignity, becoming your exalted* 
w fituation, make the firft advances to con- 
*« cord, to peace and happinefs ; for that is 
• " your true dignity, to aft with prudence 
«« and with juftice." 

The noble earl concluded his animated 
harangue in the loliowing emphatfcal man- 
ner. " My lords, if the minifters thus per- 
" fevere in rnifadvifing and mifkading the 
u king, I will not fay, that they can alienate 
" the affe&ions of his fubjetts from hi* * 
€t crown •, but I will affirm, that they will 
w make the crown not worth his wearing. 

* I will not fey,, that the king is betrayed ^ 

k 

I 
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** but I will affirm, that the kingdom is im- 
" done." 

The times were greatly changed, fmce 
this wonderful man moulded the attentive 
fenate. Formerly he had touched a matter 
"pafilon in humanity, and thundered in their 
tars the advancement of their couotry's dig- 
nity and power. Now he addrciTed an af- 
fembly, all whofc prejudices and pre-concep- 
tions were in qppofition to him. He had 
armed them againtt himfelf, by the fuccefles 
of the laft war, and the hnmeafurable haugh- 
tinefs they infpircd. Wrapped in the con- 
templation of their own grandeur and irre- 
fiftible ftrength, he had to rcafon down in 
them the pride of empire \ and to perfuadc 
thofe to yield, who imagined themfelves able 
to dictate. Perhaps no orator ever fucceed- 
cd in a caufe, in which it was impoffible for 
him to intereft any aftive paffion of the foul 
in his favour. 

The rejection however of his motion, did 
not difcourage lord Chatham, from bringing 
forward the body of that conciliatory fcheme ; 
which he had already, in part, announced, 

> 
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and to which the motion was only introduc- 
tory. He accordingly offered to the houfe> 
the outlines of " a provifional act, for fet- 
« tling the troubles in America ; and for af- 
" ferting the fupreme legiflative authority, 
" and fuperintending power of Great Bri- 
" tain, over her colonies." Among a great 
variety of matter, the bill was to declare the 
colonies, dependent upon the crowd, and 
fuhordinate to the parliament of Britain. It 
aflertcd the competency of parliament, to 
make laws to bind America, in matters, 
touching the general weal •, and more efpe- ' 
ciaHy in regulating affairs of navigation and 
trade. It udtmtted, that no tax, tallage, or 
revenue could be levied in America, except 
by common confent in their provincial afilrrr- 
Wies. It legaliferf the holding .the enfuing 
feflion of congrefs, for the double purpofe 
of recognifing the fuperintending power of 
the Britifli legiflature ; and of making a 
grant to the king of a certain perpetual it- 
venue, fubjeft to the difpofition of parlia- 
ment ; not as a condition for redrefs, but as 
a teftimony of affection. Lnftly, it even- 




\ 
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tually repealed the obnoxious a&s of parlia- , 
ment. 

Its illuftrious author intreated the affift- 
ance of the houfe, to digeft the crude mate- 
rials, which in the form of a hill, he had 
prefumed to lay before them. He called on 
them, to exercife their candour 5 and depre- 
cated the effects of party and prejudice, of 
fa&ious fpleen, or blind prediledtion. He 
declared himfelf to be attuated by no narrow 
principle, or perfonal confideration. And 
♦ he faid, that, though his bill might be look- 
cd upon as a bill of conceffion, it was impoC- 
fible, not, at the fame time, to coofefs, thafc 
it was a bill of afiertion. — Things were how- 
ever now carried with fo high a hand, that 

the bill was rejefted, by a majority of almoft 
two to one, and not even fuffered to lie Up- 
on the table. 

It cannot reafonably be doubted, that this 
bill, if it had pafled into a law, would have 
been productive of the moft falutary confe- 
quences. To affirm fo complicated a mea- 
fure, to have been, in all its parts unexcep- 
tionable, would be to advance a moft adven- 
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turous pofition. But the very veneration 
and confidence, that America entertained for ' 
the character of lord Chatham, would have 
led them to review it, in a very different 
fpirif, from that, whkh *£hiated them in 
furveying, what they thought, the contract- 
ed and infidious fchemes of the perfons, then 
irk adminiftration. The whole continent was, 
a* yet, by no means, perfuaded into the man- 
ly and decifive ideas of independence and to- 
tal reparation* And th^ more refolute and 
philofophical would doubtlefs have poftponed 
their conceptions, to the dread of difunion^ 
and the recollection of the poffible mifchan- 
ces, and infeparaWe calamities of war* 

By this diftinguiflied parliamentary effort, 
miniftry were roufed to bring forward their 
own plan. They declared a rebellion, a£lu- 
aily exifting, in the province of Maflachufct's 
bay. They brought ift a bill, for reftrainiog 1 
- the commerce, and annihilating the fifherics 
of the New England provinces. The prin- 
ciples of this bill were, foon after, extended 
to mod of the fouthern colonies. And to 
wind up the whole, they introduced, what 
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they called, a conciliatory propofition, per- 
mitting each colony leparately, to offer a 
certain income to government, which, if apt- 
proved, might be accepted in lieu of a parlia-"" 
mentary revenue. This was the confir- 
mation of the plan, at this time, avowed by 
adminiftration, and founded in the maxim, 
as impolitic, as it is deteftable, divide et im- * 
pera. 'Tea thoufand men was the force, def- 
tined to carry the minifterial ideas into exe- 
cution.— -In the mean time, towards the 
clofe of the feffion, Mr. Burke, the pro- 
foundeft politician, and the^moft eloquent 
fpeaker of the commons, propofed a plan of 
conciliation, to that houfe, in a confiderable 

degree, fimiiarfo that of lord Chatham. 

v 

But thefcafon of deliberation was now at 
an end. The ftandard of civil war was un- 
furled. By the unaccountable ignorance 
and improvidence our government, on 
the one hand, and the unremitted exertions 
.of the Americans, oh the other; they faw 
themfclves, by the clofe of the enfuing win- 
ter, mafters of the whole continent, from 
Nova Scotia, northward, to Florida, on the 
fouth; and, to the eaft, they were only 



Digitized by Google 



EARL OF CHATHAM. 203 

checked, after a very critical efeape, on our 
parr, by the fortrefs of Quebec. In the 
mean time, the expences of this campaign 
were computed, to exceed thofe of any, the 
moft celebrated periods of the laft war. — It 
vas in this ftage, that America made her laft 
effort towards a treaty, by a very celebrated 
petition from the continental congrefs, dif- 
tinguiflied by the moderation of its demands, 
and teeming with expreflions of duty,, refpect 
and loyalty to the king, and unfeigned aftec- 
tion for the parent ftate. To this petition it 
was fignified, by the command of his majef- 
ty, that no anfwer would be given.. 

Government were now taught to un- 
derftand, how much they had been miftaken, 
rcfpe&ing the ftrcngth of America. The 
difcovery however did not turn their 
thoughts to peace. In the beginning of the 
following feffion, their language indeed was 
more indeciilve. In the courfe of it, their 
notions hardened into form. The mild and 
candid earl of Dartmouth was removed from 
the American department, and fucceeded by 
the fevere and faturnine lord George Ger- 
maine. To him moft of the fubfequent 
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American meafures have generally been at- 
tributed. The language of adminiftration 
was gradually fcrewed up to the highefl: 
pitch ; and no terms were now held out, but 
thofe of unconditional fubmiflion. This lof- 
ty ftile was accompanied with the moll im- 
menfe preparations; and the romantic ex- 
ploits of an Alexander, or a Charles the 
twelfth, feemed ready to be a£ted over again,, 
upon the theatre of the new world. 

It was this terrific crifis, that the general 
congrefs of America chofe additionally to fig- 
nalife, by a declaration of independency. 
The royal forces were already ^hovering over 
the central province of New York. It is an 
example of intrepidity, not to be paralleled 
in the annals of mankind. It was little like- 
ly, that a refolution, thus announced, (hould 
ever be retraced. In a word, a new era was 
palpably fixed in khc hiftory of the globe. — 
The campaign of 1776 was however ftudded 
over with the mod brilliant fucccfles. But 
they proved, as it ufually happens, in fuch 
fairy projetts, more brilliant, tbaa they were 
durable. 
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The following feffion of parliament was 
lefs a&ive, than moft of the preceding. In- 
toxicated, as we were, with our temporary 
fuccefles, oppefition despaired of any good 
conferences, from refitting the general 
voice of an unreflecting natten. The decla* 
ration of independency too had created a 
new fituation. And it is probable, that par- 
ty had n6t yet made up their mind, re- 
fpe&ing the plan of conduit, that might 
now be requifite. Accordingly, influenced 
by one, or both of thefe motives, the majo- 
rity of them, after a few unfuccefsful ef- 
forts, took the refolufcion of abfenting them- 
felves, in all difcufiions, relative to the pre- 
fent unhappy conteft. 

In the mean time, affairs began to affume- 
a lefs favourable appearance. The campaign^ 
had ended fomewhat abruptly. Our forces- 
received a check, during the winter, that 
turned back the tide upon, us, with irrefifti- 
ble impetuolity. All Europe had beheld the 
ftrenuous refiftance of America with predi- % 
leftion 5 and the coutft of France, in particu- 
lar, was fuppofed to be biafled in her favour, 
at once, by fentiment, and by policy. The 
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declaration of independency had probably 
been made, partly in accommodation to her 
views. At this time, the celebrated Dr. 
Franklin, the nurfing mother, and the g\r<n> 
dian genius of the United States, arrived ia 
that country, to plead their caufe. Every 
thing was to be reckoned upon, from his 
hoary wifdom, his intimate knowledge of 
mankind, and his consummate political ad-, 
drefi. . . * 

A period, like this, when we were not 
unfuccefsful, but when the forerunners of 
misfortune thickened upon us, from every 
fide, brought lord Chatham again down to 
the houfe of lords. The feflion clofed with 
his propofal, for an addrefs to the fovereigo, 
befeeching him, " to take the moft fpeedy 
« and effectual meafures for putting a ftop 
« to hoftilities in America, by the removal 
« of accumulated grievances." Under the 
words, f< accumulated grievances," his Jlord- 
fliip intended to convey every thing, that 
had paffed in parliament, relative to Ame- 
rica, fmce the year 1763. This, he faid, 

would be the herald of peace. And he par- 

/ * . . » 

• ? - • » « 
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ticulurly infifted, upon the immediate necef- 
fity of adopting this meafure, from the im- 
minent danger, to which we were expofed, 
from, what national politics had taught hin* 
to call, " our natural, hereditary and inve- 
" terate enemies" of the houfe of Bourbon*. 
A few weeks, he afferted, might decide our 
fate, as a nation. A treaty, between France 
and America, would be that final decifion. 
America was contending with us, under 
a maflced battery of France, which would in- 
fallibly open upon us, as foon, as our weak- 
nefs, and her preparations were (efficiently 
advanced. —The motion was reje&ed by a 
large majority. 

The campaign of 1777 was deciflve of the 
fate of the war. — General Ikirgoyne, in pui- 
fuance of a plan, which was efteetned the 
favourite child of the American fecretary, 
marched an army from Canada, againft the 
back fcttlemehts of the northern provinces. 
Sir William Howe, the commander in chief 
at New York, opened the campaign, on that 
fide, by an unfuccefsful effort, to diflodge 
the main army of the ftates.' In thefe pro- 
ceedings, the firft part of the fummcr was 
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confumed. The autumn was more bufjr 

and a&ive. General Burgoyne, by the im- 
practicable nature of the country, through 

which he was to pafs; and by the northern 
militia, which in^eilantly haraffed him in 
his march, was reduced to furrender his 
whole anny prifontrs of war. Sir William 
Howe, after a tedious voyage, from New 
York, up the Chtfapeak, at length, advanc- 
ed, by that route, againft the central poft of 
Philadelphia. The proceedings of the ar- 
my, in this lituation, partook of the bril- 
liancy of the former campaign ; but that 
brilliancy no longer deceived any body, 

V 

/ 

The news of thefc latter events had not 
yet reached England, when the parliament 
met* The difafter of the northern force 
began indeed to be generally conjectured. 
The fuperiority of the Britifli in Penfylva- 
nia, was lefs clearly forefeen* The invin- 
cible partiality of France, to the revolted 
colonies, formed a principal objeft of the 
public attention. The naval preparations, 
that were carried on, in her ports, were, to 
the laft degree alarming. The cabals, in 
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that court, feemcd daily ripening towards 
deciiion. Never was there a feffion of par- 
liament, more teeming with important events, 
than the prefent* 
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CHAP. IX. 

* • 

Fourth Jeffion of the third parliament of George 
the third. — Addrefs to the throne. —Enquiry 
into the Jlate of the nation.— TranfaR ions " 
with lord Bute. — Lord North's conciliatory 
bills. — Treaty between France and America 
avowed.— Debate concerning the independen- 
cy of America. — Death. — And charafier of 
lord Chatham. 

The fituation of his country, which had 
for f6me years been growing more and more 
critical, and now fcemed faft verging to its> 
acme, roufed lord Chatham to beftow his 
whole attention, upon the affairs of the pub- 
lic. Curbed by, what was efteemed, the ir- 
refiftible force of difeafe, he had, of late, ap- 
peared rarely upon the public theatre ; and 
refcrved himfclf for Angular and diftant oc- 
cafions. At this time, he (hook off the fet- 
ters of his deftiny. He grappled with the 
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chilling powers of hoary age, and fet morta- 
lity itfelf at defiance. He {tripped the ilougfi 
of wrinkled years, and burft forth with *all 
the vigour and activity of fprightly youth. 
He came down continually to the boufe of 
lords, refolvcd to fpend his laft breath, in 
pouring the warning voice of anxious gene- 
rofity, and inextinguifliable patriotifm, ia 
the ears of his country. - 

On the firft day of the feffion, he moved 
an amendment, to the addrefs to the throne, 
recommending an immediate ceflfation of hof- 
tilities, as preliminary to a treaty of peace. 
Never was he more animated than upon this 
occafion. Though borne down with the 
weight of years, his fpeech afforded no equi- 
vocal fpecimen of what had been his youth- 
ful powers.— In the firft part of the addrefs, 
he faid, he fhould heartily concur. No man, 
rejoiced more fincerely, than he did, upon 
an addition to the royal family, and the fafc 
recovery of the queen. But he muft ftop 
here. His courtly complaifance would carry 
him no farther. He could not join in con- 
gratulation upon misfortune and difgracc 
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It was a perilous and tremendous moment, 
and not a time for adulation. It was necef- 

■ * 

fary to difpel the delufion and darknefs, 
which enveloped the throne •, and to difplay 
in its full danger, and its native colours, the 
ruin, that was brought to our doors. " This,, 
"my lords," faid he, " is our duty. We 
€i fit here, the hereditary council of the na- 
tion." 

.« Ani> who is the mmiftcr, where is the 
« minifter, that ha* dared to fugged to the 
w throne, the contrary, unconftitutional lan* 
" guage, this day, delivered from it ? The ao. 
u cuftomed language, from the throne, has 
* been, an application for advice ; as it is the 
u right of parliament to give, fo it is the du- 
u ty of the crown to a(k it. But, on this 
« day, at this awful moment, the crown, 
" from itfelf, and by itfelf, declaKe*-an unal- 
« terable determination, to purfue mea- 
u fures and what nvafures, my lords ?— the 
u mcafu.*es, which have already reduced^ this 
" l?te flourifliing empire, to ruin and con- 
" tempt. But yejlerday, and England might 
"have flood againft the world \ now none fo 
« fWKi to do her reverence. I ufc the words 
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" of a poet; but, though it be poetry, it is 
" no fiction. And can the minifter of the 
u day, now expe£t a continuance of fupport, 
" in this ruinous infatuation ? Can parlia- 

*« ment be fadead to its dignity and its du- 
" ty, as to be thus deluded, into the lofs of 
u the one, and the violation of the other ?" - 

His lordfliip then drew an affe&ing pic- 
ture of our weaknefs at home, and our fitu- 
ation, with refpeft to foreign powers thfe 
infults, we were compelled to pocket, and 
the evafions, at which we were forced to 
connive. He. blamed the conduit of the 
war. He condemned the employing foreign 
mercenaries againft our brethren. He re- 
probated, in the mod glowing colours, the 
ailbciating the favage Indians to our ftand- 
ard. — The independent views of America 
were Aated, as the foundation of our pro- 
ceedings. No man, he faid, wifhed more, 
for the due dependence of America upon 
this country, than myfelf. But he pleaded 
tor our granting her the participation of our 
rights. In a juft and honourable quarrel, 
he faid, he would part with the Hurt of his 
back, to fupport the contcft. But, in the 
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prefent ignominious difpute, he would not 
contribute no, not a {hilling. 

He warned them, that the prefent mo- 
ment was perhaps the laft, in which we 
could hope for fuccefs in thefe views. In 
her negociations with France, he faid, Ame- 
rica had, or thought fhe had reafon to com- 
plain. It was notorious, that (he had re- 
ceived, from that power, important fupplies 
and afiiftance, of various kinds. But it was 
certain, that (lie expected fomething more 

immediate and decifive. She was now in ill 

- 

humour. America and France, he faid, ' 
could not be congenial. There was fome- 
thing confirmed and decilive in the honeft 
American, that would not aflimilate to the 
futulity and levity of Frenchmen. 

He afked, in this complicated crilis of 
weaknefs at home, and calamity abroad \ ter- 
rified and infulted by the neighbouring pow- 
ers ; unable to aft in America, or acting, on- 
ly ro be dtftroyed: where was the man, 
with the forehead, to promife, or hope for 
fuccefs? « You cannot conciliate America 
" by your prefent meafures. You cannot 
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« fubdue her by your prefent, or any mea- 
41 fures. What then can you do ? You can- 
" not conquer, you cannot gain ; but you 
can addrefs. You can lull the fears and 
4i anxieties of the moment, into an igno- 
" ranee of the danger, that fliould produce 
* them/' 

! 

4 n * 

The feafon was long part, fince the for- 
. tune of Europe feemed, to bang upon the 
. voice of this illuftrious perfonage ; and he 
appeared the arbiter of peace and war to 
mankind. His eminent fervices could not 
command refpecl:. Neither his hoary age, 
nor the difinterefted patriotism, by which he 
was diftinguifhed, could compel veneration. 
. It feemed to have become fafliionable, among 
the court lords, not only to treat his advice, 
with an affected indifference; but even to 
thwart and overbear him upon fmaller mat- 
ters, in a way, that, at leaft, merited the ap- 
pellations of captioufnefs and petulance. 
What party was eventually difgraced, by 
this conduft,' T lhall leave it to my reader to 
determine. 
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!n confequence of this -difpofition, lord 
Chatham's fpeech, at the opening of the fef- 
fion, involved him in two (harp contefts. 
In dating our internal debility, he had af- 
ferted, that we had fcarcely twenty (hips of 
the line, ready to put to fea. The pofition 
was warmly controverted, by the earl of 
Sandwich, sit that time, firft lord of the ad- 
miralty. This nobleman was a man of gay 
manners, and a lively wit ; an attra&ive com- 
panion, and a fteady friend. At the fame 
time, his principles were, in the titmoft de- 
gree, relaxed and diffolute. One of his fa- 
vourite maxims fcems to have been, the lau- 
^ablenefs of deceiving thofe, with whofe 
affairs he was intruded, when he had any 
valuable end in view. At this time, he told 
the houfe, that he (hould efteem " that firft 
" lord of the admiralty, worthy to lofc his 
*«head, who did not conftantly maintain a 
« fleet, that would be able to face the united 
*< houfe of Bourbon." For his own part, 
'he was happy to inform them, that we had 
now thirty-five fhips of the line, ready for 
fea, and feven more, that would be ready in 
a formight. Unfortunately however, lord 
Chatham's aflertion feemed to gain more ere- 
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dit, even at the time, than lord Sandwich's. 
After what has been faid, it is almoft foper- 
fiuous to mention, that the admiral, who was 
appointed to command this boafted fleet, 
- found only fix fliips ready, in the following 
March i and, by the mod ftrenuous exer- 
tions, was enabled to fail with twenty, in 
June, againft thirty two, that lay in Breft 
"harbour. 

The other difpute was carried on with 
more acrimony. A noble lord in office had 
•undertaken, to anfwer the principal heads of 
lord Chatham's fpeech ; and, in defence of 
the meafure of employing the favages, he 
faid, he was clearly of opinion, that we 
were folly juftified, in ufing every means, 
" that God and nature had put into our 
" our hands, to crufo rebellion."— —This 
ftrong expreffion roufed lord Chatham to 
reply. He began with the moft abrupt afto- 
nilhment. After having arraigned the mea- 
fure, in the moft pointed terms, that language 
could furniffi, he concluded : « My lords," 
faid he, « I am old, and weak, and, at prefent, 
** unable to fay more : but my feelings and 
*« my indignation were too ftrong, to have 
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" faid lefs. I could not have flept this night 
« in my bed, nor repofed my head upon my 
« c pillow; without giving this vent, to my e- 
" ternal abhorrence of fuch prepofterous and 
" enormous principles." 

In anfwer to this fevere language, earl 
Cower, who fcems to have entertained a con- 
iiderable perfonal animofity againft lord Cha- 
tham, exprefled his furprife, that fuch fenti- 
ments fliould fall from him, who had him- 
felf adopted the fame meafure, in the laft 
war. For the truth of this, he appealed to 
the noble per fon, who had then commanded 
in America. Lord Chatham however denied 
to the laft, that the meafure proceeded from 
him: and warmly afked, how lord Gower 
fliould know any, thing of a bufinefs, which 
happened, at a time, when he was wholly 
engaged in the purfuit of his pleafures 
while himfelf was eagerly immerfed in the 
public concerns. This farcafm led the 
younger peer to reply, in a ftile, the moft 
opprobrious and abufive, that was ever em- 
ployed, to the meaneft titled pimp, that, at 
any time. dHgraced the walls of that houfe. 
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The Rockingham connexion had now 
chofen their party in public affairs. It was 
to recommend the immediate acknowledg- 
ment of the American independency. The 
head of this party has been chara&erifed, 
as " mild, but determined." They are dew 
"fcribed, when in adminiftration, as having 

« looked, in the face, that dazzling influ- 
« ence, at which the eyes of eagles have 
" blenched." The chara&er, which they 
had already acquired 5 upon this occafion, they 
greatly vindicated. They -difplayed the firft 
and moft unequivocal mark of true heroifm. 
Tremendous and unexampled, as was the 
fituation of Britain, they dared look that 
iituation, in the face. It was a fcene, from 
which the eagle eye of Chatham turned away 
in confufioa. They viewed that fcene with 
calmnefs; they made their election with de- 
liberations and they afierted it. The gene- 
rality of their country men> at that time, 
learned, with aftonifhment, and reprobated 
their fyftem. But the longer it is remem- 
bered, the more it will be admired. Diftant 
pofterity (hall vindicate it's manly fortitude, 
and fuperior wifdom. 
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The perfon, who took the Lead, upon 
this occafion, and whofe conduct muft im- 
mortalife his name, was the duke of Rich- 
mond. In order to bring forward his plan, 
with all it's intrinfic advantage, he moved 
an enquiry into the ftate of the nation. Ad- 
miniftration, who had long overborne every 
propofal of minority, were now fo far hum- 
bled, by their new fituation, as to grant the 
demand. It was followed by motions, fop 
the ncceflary" papers. Lord Chatham, who 
probably did not fee the defign of* the mea- 
fure, exprefTcd the warmeft acknowledg- 
ments to it's author. In the mean time, 
the duke clofed bis motions, with opening, 
to the houfe, the fyftem he had formed. 
His object was to obtain peace with America. 
He hoped this enquiry would open the eyes 
of the whole kingdora, and engage them to 
think feriouflv, of forming a grand compact, 
with that country; by whofe affiftance and 
reunion, he faid, we fhould be able, to bid 

_ » 

defiance to all the compacts in Europe. This 
was an alliance, that would well deferve the 
name of " the family compacV' 
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Administration, who were now at a 
lofs, how to proceed, moved, foon after, to 
adjourn parliament, for fix weeks, for the 
Chriftmas holidays. This meafure was ftre- 
fcuoufly oppofed by lord Chatham, and the 
other members of oppofition. That noble- 
man, in particular, confidently predicted a 
dreadful and unexpected blow, during the 
recefs j that would make adminifiration 
dearly repent the ftep, they were taking. 
He faid, for his own part, though ftanding, 
with pain and difficulty, upon a crutch \ if 
the houfc would only adjourn, he did not 
fay, from day to day, but to very ftiort in- 
tervals, he would conftantly attend his du- 

ty. A noble lord in office replied ; and, 

among other things, dropped an cxpreflion, 
that was highly refented, by the friends of 
the venerable patriot. He faid, he did not 
wonder, that fome peers wiftied, to continue 
the fitting of the houfe, that they might give 
their opinions, in the only place, where they 
could give them ; in the only place, where 
they would be taken. 

k 3 
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One of the difficulties, principally felt by 
adminiftration, was that of recruiting thcic 
American -armies* They could hire no more 
troops in Germany.* They had already 
greatly weakened the home defence. In this, 
fituation, the principal bufinefs of the recefs 
was, the endeavouring to make new levies 
by private fubfeription. If parliament were 
kept fitting, they feared, the clamour of 
oppofition might quafh the experiment, in, 
the bud. As it was, though they met with 
tome mortifying difappointments, they fuc- 
cceded, upon the whole, fo far, a* to raife 
1500 men.. 

• * 

* m 

9 - " 

WtmLE thej were bufied in this fmaller- 
game, an affair of the firfl magnitude,, which 
had been long in agitation, was haftening to, 
a conclufion. In a word, a treaty of com- 
merce was now executed,, between France 

• 

and America ; and, in confidetgtion of the 
offence, that Great Britain might poffibly. 
take at the ftep, they, at the fame time, en- 
tered into aa eventual treaty of defenfive al- 
liance. The former was Ggned, on the. 
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thirtieth of January, and the latter, on the 
fixth of February following; 

In the very week of this tranfa&ion, an 
extraordinary affair happened, relative to our 
hero, which afterwards furnifhed a fubjeft 
of much difquifition. It was a tranfaftion, 
between the earl of Bute, and lord Cha- 
tham. As the affair is involved, in confi- 
derable obfeurity, I will, firft, fimply ftate 
the fa£ts, as they appear, upon, the face of 
the evidence. v 

Sir James Wright, an intimate friend of 
lord Bute, and Dr. Addiogton, an emincnr 
phyfician, who attended the earl of Chatham, 
had repeatedly entertained each other, wit(\ 
political conversation, in which the.names of 
their refpeftive patrons were introduced. 
The frequent recurrency of this theme, wa$, 
/ it feems, firft animadverted upon by fir 
James, or one of his friends; and it was 
thought proper, in confeqijence,,to commu- 
nicate the purport of thefe converfations to 
lord Bute. Thus the circumftance is related, 
in one part o£ the account, publifhed in fir. 

K 4 

» 
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James's own name ; though elfewhere he 
feems to fay, that the communication wa.s 
made, at the immediate requeft of Dr. 
Addington. Lord Bute,, in anfwer, wifhed 
the Dr. to be requefted, to affurejord Cha- 
tham, " that if he fhould think proper to 
M take an aftive part in adminiftration, he 
u ihculd have his moft hearty concurrence, 
, 4t and fincere good wifhcs." He faid, " for 
" his own part,, nothing, but the raoft im- 
M minent danger to this country, ihould in- 
" duce him, to take a part in the govern- 
" ment of it, in conjunttion with an able 
" and upright adminiftration." In the 
mean time, Dr. Addington did not chufe to 
engage, in fo extraordinary an affair, with/- 
out having his commiiiion in writing. Sir 
James accordingly fent him a letter, the 
next morning, containing the above fenti- 
ments. Dr. Addington fays,, in his narra- 
tive, that fir James added verbally, that 
m lord Bute was willing to engage, in fuch 
" an adminiftration, as fecretary of ftate; 
« and that no objection would be made to 
■ « lord Camden, or more than one of lord 
€c Chatham's friends/' This addition is pe- 
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remptorily denied by fir James, who afcribes 
it, to Dr. Addington's confounding the hy- 
pothetical convention, that preceded the 
negociation, with the negotiation kiclf. 

■ 

TrtE anfwer, lord Chatham dictated, to 
fir James's letter, which is very full and ex- 
plicit, I fliall beg leave to add. " Lord 
" Chatham heard, with particular fatisfa&i- 
«< on, the favourable fentinlents, on. this 
" fubjeft, of the noble lord, with whom you 
" have talked, with regard to the impend- 
" ing ruin of the kingdom. He fears all 
" hope is precluded : but adds, that zeal, 
« duty and obedience may outlive hope j 
« that, if any thing can prevent the confum- 
« mation of public ruin, it can only be new 
" counfels, and new counfeRors without far- 
" ther lofs of time ; a real change, from a 
fincere conviction of paft errors, ?nd not 
" a mere palliation, which mufl prove fruit- 
" lefs." la anfwer to Dr. Addington's verbal 
communication, which was not made, till 
after writing the above note, lord Chatham 
affirmed, that " it was impoffiblc for him, 
«f to ferve the king and country, with 
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u cither lord Bute, or lord North 5 arid fa* 
« defired Dr. Aldington, if any one afked 
" him about it, to bear witnefs, that he. 
" faid fc." 

Th$ expreffion, " real change," in the 
note, ftruck, it feems, both fir James and 
his patron,, as pointing at that nobleman. 
An anfwer was accordingly immediately re- 
turned, in which lord Bute difclaimed having; 
fcen the king, for many years ; or knowing, 
any thing of public affinrs, but from com- 
mon converfation, or the news papers. At 
the fame time,, fir James informed Div 
Addington, that his ftay in town could be of 
no fcrvice. 

■ 

v Lore* Bute had certainly been very for- 
tunate, after the virulent perfecution he had 
formerly undergone, not, at leaft, to have 
had his name traced, in any public tran£ 
aftion, for feveral years. Thofe, who- were 
obftinate, in the belief of a fecret influence,, 
afcribed this, to the peculiar verfatiiity and 
pliablenefs of lord North's claarafter. They 
fuppofed, the favourite had, at length, met 
with an inftrument, that perfe&ly anfwered 
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bis purpofcs, and with whom he was com- 
pletely fatisfied. The prefcnt crifis however 
was a moment, to (hake the firmeft pilot 
from his feat. Whatever we may fuppofc 
the royal predile&ion, for the minifter, to 

* 

have been, it was furely natural, after fo 
thorough a trial, to wifli for a change-, dr, 

at leaft, to reinforce the prefcnt cabinet, < 
with fome perfons of more acknowledged 
abilities. Lord Chatham's very high lan- 
guage, at the commencement of the feffion, 
in fupport of the dependency of America, 
was certainly very acceptable, in the clofet* 
And, if the evidence, already ftated, be, in 
itfelf queftionable, it receives however addi- 
tional fupport, from fome concurrent cir- 
cumftances. Another friend of lord Bute 
had hinted to a near relation of lord Cha- 
tham, that he had heard his patron fpeak re* 
fpeftfully of that nobleman, and give his 
opinion, that his lordfliip's fervices muft, of 
courfe, be called for, in the prefent crifis ; 
though the gentleman difclaimed giving his 
information, the form of a meflage. About 
the fame time, lord Mountftuart, the eldeft 
fon of the favourite, threw Out a hint of the 

« 
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fame kind, in the houfe of lords. Many 
perfons doubtlefs will not fcruple to afcribe 

• the peculiar afperity of the oftenfible minif- 
ters, to lord Chatham, to a fufpicion of this 
kind. The expreffions, I have quoted, from 
fir James Wright's firft communication, are 
certainly not unfavourable, to this hypothe- 

. fis. Nor will the diftinction, between the 
verbal, and the written mefiage, probably be 
thought any objection. Lord Bute, (up- 
pofing him to have been concerned in both, 
had furely learned fuch a caution, as this,, 
from the repeated mortifications, he had un- 
dergone, upon this delicate fubjeft. 

It is fcarcely neceiTary, to offer any apo- 
logy, for the concern of our hero, in the 
above tranfa&ion. Nothing can be more 
evident, than that he did not court a nego- 
ciation. It is alfo certain, that he was fo far, 
from welcoming theft advances, that he ex- 
preffed, in the ftrongefl: terms, hh difiike,. 
to fuch a mode of application. Nothing can- 
be fairly concluded, refpetting him, but that 
lord Chatham was, by no means, avcrfe, to 
liften to any propofals, that might have af- 
forded Lim, a profpett of being fcrviceablcj. 
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fo his country ; and that lie would not have 
rejected fuch propofals, merely becaufe thejr 
came, through the medium of lord Bute^ 
That, in fo alarming a crifis, the eyes, both of 
the court, and the nation, were turned, up- 
on this venerable patriot, does furely refledr, 
upon him, the higheft luftre. If we fhoukl 
fuppofe, which were indeed too much to be 
feared, that even the abilities, and the name 
of lord Chatham could not have refcued usj, 
this only ferves to elucidate the deplorable 

fituation, to which, we were reduced 

But it were too much, to have delivered this 
great and cftabhflied name, once more, to 
the mercy of fortune. Heaven, in pity, 
fnatched him, from fo perilous a fituation 
and placed that feal, upon hi* character* 
which, almoft alone, in the inftability of 
human affairs, can afcertain any reputation,. 
Uluftrious and immortaL 

On the feventeenth oT February, the mi- 
nifter introduced two bills, which he had,, 
fome time before, promifed, of conciliation 
with America, into the houfe of commons. 
They conceded every thing, fhort of inde- 
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pendence, even to the payment of their pub- 
lic debts. It was not however very likely, 
that fuch imperfctt conceffion fhould tempt 
the colonies, to impeach their public faith, 
by violating the much more advantageous 
treaties, they had juft made with France; 
but with the conclufion of which the minif- 
tcr profefled, not to have the fmalleft ac- 
quaintance. Scarcely however were the two 
bills pafifed into a law, when the execution, 
of the treaty of commerce, was publicly no- 
tified, to our court by the French ambaf- 
fador. 

Hitherto, though the fentiments of 
the two great parties in oppofltion* upon our 
prefent fituation, were known to be diffi- 
milar, they had not yet come to any regular 
fhock. The prefent incident gave occafion 
to the long expefted event. The French no- 
tification was accompanied, to parliament, 
with a meffage, from the throne, replete 
with the moft inflammatory language, and 
which fell little (hort of an immediate decla- 
ration of War. Upon the fyftem of the 

Rockingham party, that of the immediate 

« — - j 

% ♦ 

- 
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recognition of the American independency,, 
the proceedings of the court of Verfailles, 
certainly afforded no ground foe a .rupture* 
Accordingly the duke of Richmond ftrongly 
condemned the ftiie of the roeffage y and, 
from the confederation- of our inequality, to 
the American conteft, earneftly difluaded 
parliament, from committing their country, 
in a new war. The earl of Shelburne, the 
intimate friend of lord Chatham, and who 
was confidered, under that nobleman, as the 
head of his party, immediately rofe up, to 
oppofe thefe fentiments. He co«Gdered a 
war with France, as unavoidable; he infifted, 
that the idea of American dependency ought 
never, to be given up; and he afierted, that 
the moment, the contrary propofition Ihould 
be admitted ; the fun of Britain would be fct 
for ever. 

But the memorable fcene, in which this 
tjueftion was principally agitated, was, on the 
feventh of the following April. On that day, 
the duke of Richmond clofed his enquiry, 
into the date of the nation, with mavbgati 
fcdkhrefs to the throne, in which the fafts, that 
had come out, in the courfe of the enquiry, 
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were regularly ftated : and the fovereign wai 
humbly in treated, to djfmifs his prcfent mi- 
nifters ; and advifed, to withdraw all his tor- 
ces, by Tea and land, from the revolted pro- 
vinces, and to adopt amicable meafures only, 
for recovering their friendfliip, at leaft, if 
not their allegiance. . 

An occafion, like this, called up all the en- 
thuilafrn of the moft Spirited character, that 
ever exifted. Hitherto, though no outward 
imbecility could wholly detain this illuftrious 
perlbnage, from his chofen theatre of the fe- 
nate; he bad however chitfly reftrained his^ 
prefence, to thofe periods, when, his health 
would moft fafely permit the attendance, and 
the exertion. But, upon fo turning a ques- 
tion, as this, he could not forbear, giving his 
voice, and bearing his teftimony. As he him- 
felf exprefled it, upon the pafUng the ftamp 
aft; " though confined to his bed; fo great 

:« was the agitation of his mind, for the con- 
fequences, he would have folicited fome 
kind hand, to have lain him down, upon 

:« that floor, to have borne his teftimony a- 
« gainft iu" No exit fecmed more congenial 

» 

* * 
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to his temper, or confonant to his life, than 
to die within the cinaure of thofe walls \ and 
to breathe his laft articulation, in the inex- 
tinguifhable haughtinefs of Britain's better 
days, and the ardent fighsof expiring patriot- 
ifm. It were a confummation, « devoutly to 
« be wifhed." But it were a confummation, 
in the true fpirit of romance. To be wifhed* 
not to be expe&ed. To have his lateft hour, 
ftamped with the feal of immortal ardour : 
and this to be the infeription of his tomb> 
' « Thus died the laft of the Britons." 

• - * • # * 

Previous to the Chriftmas recefs of par- 
liament, we have found him, attending that 
body, with more frequency, than he had been 
able to do for many years. Had they ad- 
journed, only to ftiort intervals, he had pro- 
mi fed, at all events, to continue that attend- . 
ance. But, while that recefs was drawn out 
into length, difeafe had again fo far fubdued 
him, as to render it apparently impoflibie. . 
Upon the moving the duke of Richmond's 
addrefs, he wenf down to the houie, to die 
there. — He appeared extremely feeble, and 
fpoke with that difficulty of utterance, which 
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is the chara&eriftic of fevere indifpofition. 
But he rejoiced, that he was yet alive, to give 
his vote againft fo impolitic, fo inglorious a 
meafure, as the acknowledgment of the inde- 
pendency of America. He declared, he had 
much rather be in his grave, than to fee the 
luftre of the Britilh throne tarnifhed ; the 
dignity of the empire difgraced ; the glory o£ 
the nation funk, to the degree that it muft 
be, by a ceffion like this* He afked, what 
right had the two houfes of parliament, to 
deprive the prince of Wales, and the other 

rifing hopes of that illuftrious houfe, pf the 
inheritance of thirteen provinces of the em- 
pire ? Sooner than content to fuch a diftieri- 
fon, he would bring the young princes, in 
perfon, down to that houfe, to plead their 
caufe. He declared, he was exceedingly ill : 
but, as long as he could crawl from his cham- 
ber ; or had ftrength to raife himfelf upon 
his crutches, or lift his hand 5 he would give 
his vote, againft this dereliction of em- 
pire ; and fingly, if no other lord were of hia 
opinion, proteft againft the meafure. 

He next adverted to the conduft of the 
court of France.. He faid, it was neceflary, 

■ 
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abfolutely to decide, either for peace, or 
war; and, when the former could not be 
preferred, with honour, the latter ought to 
be declared, without hefitation. He aiked, 
where was the ancient fpirit of the nation* 
that a foreign power was fuffered, to bargaif* 
for that commerce, which was her natural 
right, and to enter into a treaty, with her 
own fubjetts, without her inftantly relenting 
it ? Was it poffible, that we wel-e the fame 
nation, that, but fixteen years ago, were the 
envy and admiration of all the world ? How 
were we altered ? and, what had made the 
alteration ? Whence Iprang ftich pufiilani- 
mous, fuch timid, fuch daftardly counfels ? 
What, were we to fit down, in an ignomi- 
nious tamenefs ? to fay, " Take from us 
« what you will, but, in God's name, let 1*3 
« be at peace ?" If France and Spain were 
for war, why not try an iflue with them ? 
Then, if we fell, we fliould fall decently* 
and like men. 

With regard to our: power, to carry on 
the prefent war, or commence a new one 
with France,, he faid* there were means, 
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though he knew not what. If he were call- 
ed upon, to give his advice, he feared, from 
the exceeding ill ftate of his health, that he 
had not abilities enough left, to fecure fuc- 
cefs to his meafures ; but he would do his 
utmoft, and would make fome amends* by 
his fincerity. 

To this animated harangue, the duke of 
Richmond rejoined. He fa id, that, if the 
Americans could be perfuaded, to give up 
the idea, he would- be one of the firft, ta 
vote for retaining them dependent, upon the 
fovereignty of Britain. No man lamented 
the prefent crifis more, than he did. He 
begged the noble lord, to recolledt, that it 
was not he, that difinherited the prince of 
Wales; but the miniftry, who, by their mif- 
conduit, had brought us fo low. He faid, 
if the noble lord fliould undertake the con- 
duit of a war, he would certainly fupport 
his meafures, as far, as he was able. But he 
intreated him to remember, that, though, 
fpirit could do a great deal, it could do little 
alone. He did not doubt, that the name of 
the earl of Chatham (he begged his loidihip's 

" a 
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pardon, for mentioning it before him) would 
roufe the fpirit of the nation. Yet that 
name, great and mighty, as it defervedly 
was, could not gain a vidiory,- without an 
army, without a navy, and without money. 
If a great number of French {hips met 
a few of ours ; did the noble earl think, that 
merely telling them, that lord Chatham had 
the conduit of affairs, would prevent our 
being beaten? If their (hips paffed our fleet, 
and the men, on board, effected an invafion; 
did the noble earl imagine, that merely tell- 
ing thofe, who landed, that lord Chatham 
was the minifter, and that he had roufed the 
fpirit of the nation, would induce them, to 
reimbark, and defert their purpofed in- 
trenchment? If his lordfbip had told him, 
how the war was to be carried on, and whence 
the fupplies were to be obtained •, he would 
readily have given up his own opinion, and 
adopted the noble lord's. But, till thofe 
elTential points were eftabliflied, he mull beg 
leave to retain his prcfent fentiments. 

As the duke drew near the end of his re- 
ply, lord Chatham feemed much agitated. 
He immediately attempted to rife. But bis 
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feelings proved too ftrong, for his debilitated 
conftitution. He fuddenly prefled his hand, 
upon his ftomach, and fell down, in a con- 
vulfive fit. The houfe wa9 inftantly thrown, 
into the greateft alarm. The bufinefs of the 
day was at an end. The Grangers, below 
the bar, who were uncommonly numerous 
were ordered to withdraw. The houfe ad- 
journed. His lordfbip was prefently in fome 
degree, reftored-, but he never perfectly re- 
covered, and this fcene proved the prelude, 
to his death. That melancholy event took 
place, on the eleventh of May 1778. 

Many t:ircumftances concur, to render the 
fcene, I have defcribed, Singularly interefting. 
The crifis, with refpect to public affairs-, and 
the queftion, which was to "be, that day, de- 
cided, were of the firft magnitode; It was 
a queftion, that, taken in all its parts, could 
never recur again. They were to determine 
on peace, or war. They had already been 
worfted, upon a narrower fcene ; and they 
were to determine, whether they would en- 
gage, exhaufted, as they were, upon a fcenc, 
widened, to an extent, that the mind of 
Jongeft reach, could fet no bounds to k. 
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They were about, to commit the very exifl> 
ence of their country, for an objeft, which 
every unbiafled mind might then 'have pro- 
nounced, abfolutely unattainable. They 
ivere about to commit it, for an objeft, of 
which, at Ieaft, it was very doubtful, whe- 
ther it were legitimate. — But, why fhould I 
fay doubtful ? The impartiality of hiftory 
confifts, in manifefting no refpeft of per- 
fons, or of party. It is the *f art heft, in the 
world, from confifting, in mincing truth, or 
trifling with the eternal, immutable laws of 
re&itude.— The obje£t then was perfedtly 
and evidently illegitimate. Every country 
has an inherent, unalienable right to aflert 

its independency. They were to chufe 

-then, between the imaginary diginity, which 
confifts in perfevering to do wrong: and that 
true greatnefs, whofe firft objeft is juftice; 
-that " long-fighted and ftrong-nerved" po- 
licy, that dares to counteract all the private 
feelings of humanity, in the pUrfuit of refti- 
*ude. 

But this is not all, that gives an interest- 
ing colour to the fcene. We naturally hm& 
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upon the iaft accents of an illuftrious perfon- 
age. A tboufand additional circumftances 
attract us, in the prefent cafe : the age, the 
infirmities, the unabated vigour, and inimor- 
tal patriotifai of the hero. There is much 
apparent magnanimity in his fentiments ; and 
we feel, with deep regret, that he lived a day 
too long. The haughty accents of the man, 
that broke the power of France, could not 
mould themfelves to the prefent humiliation 
of Britain. The debate too conftitutes a very 
fingular fituation. The earl of Chatham, till 
this day, had never been conquered. And 
we are confcious to the motions of pity, when 
we fee ftern, unmixed virtue, urging her vic- 
tory, over the breathlefs hero ; unknowing, 
that the hand of fate prepared, at that mo- 
ment, to unftring his nerves, and lay his ho- 
nour in the duft. ^ 

I confess, I am not Ikilled, to extraft 
praife, from the aflertion of a wrong, how- 
ever varnifhed. But, if we cannot commend, 
it is not difficult to apologife, for the conduit 
of our hero. It was certainly the noble, , 
though, in the prefent inftance, mifguided 



* 
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flame of patriotifm, that animated him. Ia 
. an extenfive view, he undoubtedly cheri&ed 
the liberties of mankiod. If he were the lad 
to grant independency ; let it be remember- 
ed, that he was the firft public man, in this 
country, to aflert to the American, the right 
of giving his own money. He is, therefore, < 
atleaft intitled to the praife of confiftency, in 
what appeared originally right. Something 
may perhaps be allowed, to the enthufiafm of 
a conqueror. And fomething certainly may 
be given to the flow reception of new. opint- * 
ons, that is neceflarily incident to an aged bo-. 
Tom. The error is certainly fuch, that it is 
to pay a very high compliment to any charac- 
ter, to fay, that it is among its moft conspi- 
cuous. 

The day on which lord Chatham expired, 
the houfe of commons voted unanimoufly, 
that he fhould be interred, and a monument 
crefted, to his memory, at the public ex- 
pence. A few <lays after, they annexed, for 
ever, an annuity of L 4000 to his peerages 
and added, an immediate gr&nt of L 20,000 

L 
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for the payment of his debts. Such was the 
gratitude, even of a degenerate age, to one 
oF the firft political characters, that ever cx- 
ifted. 
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Such was the life of lord Chatham^ 
Never perhaps was any life fo multifarious j 
never did any comprife fuch a number of in- 
terefting fituations. It is difficult, to bring 
the fcattered features of fuch a character, 
into one point of view : and accordingly I 
have endeavoured, to iliuftrate them fepa- 
rately, as they rife ; and have not feared, 
5t$ digreffive, or impertinent, any thing, of 
however extenfive a range, that might throw 
new light, upon my fubjeft. Something . 
however, in the way of fummary, will pro- 
bably be expe&ed j and however rude and 
undigefted, it may not perhaps be unpro- 
ductive, cither of ufe, or entertainment. 

One of the firft: things, that ftrikes us, 
in the recolle&ion of this ftory, is the fupe- 
rior figure our hero makes, ataong his con- 
temporaries. Like the firft king of the 
Jews, he walks, elevated by the head, above 
his compatriots ; who feem, as" if they were 

L 2 
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bfcrn his fubjefts. Men of genius and at- 
trition, a Carteret, a Townfhend, and, I 
had almoft faid, a Mansfield, however plea- 
ding, 'in a limited view ; appear evidently, 
in this comparifon, to ftirink, into narrower 
* dimenfions, and walk an humbler circle. AH, 
that deferves to arreft the attention, in 
taking a general furvey of the age, in which 
lie lived, is comprifed, in the hiftory of Chat- 
ham. 

No character ever bore the more undif- 
puted ftamp of originality. Unrefembled 
and bimfelf, he was not born to accom- 
modate, to the genius of his age. While 
all, around him, were depreffed,.by the uni- 
- formity of fafhion, or the contagion of vena* 
lity, he flood aloof. He confulted no judg- 
ment, but his own ; and he a&ed from the 
untainted di£htes of a comprehenfive foul. 
He loved fame too much; but it was the 
weaknefs of a noble mind. He loved power 
too much; but it was power of a generous 
"ftrain. And he had paflions, that had no- 
thing felfifh, in their texture. No fpirit 

» — ► 
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ever burned, with a purer flame . of pa- 
triotifm. ■ ♦■ 

■ 

The native royalty of his mind is emi- 
nently confpicuous. He felt himfelf born 
to command ; and the free fbns of Britain 
implicitly obeyed him. In him was realifcd 
the fable of Orpheus; and his genius, his 
fpirit, his eloquence led millions, in his train, 
fubdued the rugged favage, and difarmed 
the fangs of malignity and envy. Nothing 
is, in its nature,, fo inconftant, as the 
breath of popular applaufe. And yet that 
breath was eminently his, during the greater 
part of his life. Want of fuccefs could not 
divert it ; inconfiftency of conduct could not 
change its tenour. 

* 

The aftoniflbing extent of his visws, and,, 
if I may be allowed the expreffion, the mys- 
terious comprchenfion of his pkns, did not,; 

in one refpeft, fct him above little things* 
Nothing, that was neceflary, to the execution 
of his defigns, was beneath him. And, in. 
a far humbler walk, like omnipotence, the 

h 3. , 
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complication and minutenefs of the lefler 

motions, that were efiential to his grand' 

machine., could not diftradt him. In one 

rcfpett, he was infinitely eftranged, to little 
things. Swallowed up, in the bufinefs of 
his country, he did not think of the derange- 
ment of his private affairs. Even the manage- 
ment of the pecuniary affairs, and the fi- 
nances of the nation, he was obliged to leave, 
to other hands*. In the commencement of 
his political career, he learned the art of in- 
dependence, by the very laudable means, of 
confining his difburfements, within the li- 
mits of his income.' At the fame time, the 
native bent of his mind difqualified him, for 
arithmetical calculation, and laborious fru- 
gality. Indifpofed therefore, as he was, to* 
all the modes of diffipated expence, his af- 
fairs, even when his circumftanees were 
much improved, were always deranged.. m 

- 

But the features, that feem mod emi- 
nently to have chara&erifed him, were fpirit 
and intrepidity. I believe, there never exift- 
ed a peribn, that came withia many (hades,. 
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of our hero, in thcfe beautiful attributes. 
They are confpicuous, in every action,, and 
every turn of his life. A few fpechnens may 
however probably be feledted without difad- 
vantagc. The anfwer to Horace Walpole, 

- 

inferted in the firft chapter of this work, is 
not more remarkable, for the genius, that 
pervades it, and the thoufand literary beau- 
ties it exhibits; than, for the enchanting 
difplay, it affords, of undaunted, manly firm- 
nefs. Without being- outraged, into the 
fmalleft approach, to thole littleneflTes and i 
abfurdities ; that render the paffionate man, 
an auxiliary, in the revenge againft hrmfelf : 
he aliens himfelf, with dignity ; and retorts • 
upon his antagonift, with that graceful fpirit, v: 
(hall I call it ? or, that, i next inguifhable fire; 
that, to a generous mind, is one of the moft 
attractive objects, in the world.. 

In a debate, . in the houfe of lords, that x 
took place, about his grand climacteric : 
though worn down, with age, with exertion, 
and, more than all, with the unremitted at- 
tacks of an excruciating diftemper ; having 

L 4 
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occafion to obferve, ujkm the declining liber- 
ties of his country, and the growing fpirit of 
the colonies, he afierred, with a boyifli vi- 
gour, that no other man could have exhibit- 
ed; that, were it not, for invincible obfta*, 
cits, he would infallibly retire from Britain,., 
and fpend the remainder of his days, in that 
glorious afyliim of liberty, of manlinefs, and; 
of virtue. 

• # 

BpT the laft fcene of his life, is of all 
others, the nioft unparalleled. In whatever 
other views v/e may confider^. and in whatever 
.views, condemn it r as an example of never-, 
ebbing fpirit* we cannot but admire. His 
infirmities had now rendered his every limb, 
the rebel of his will. The couch of laffitude 
feemcd all, that remained to him. The fitu- 
ation of his country too, was arduous, hope- 
lefs, and untried. The inexhauftible genius 
of a Chatham, Was forced to corifefs, that he 
knew not, Kow we were to be extricated. 
Yet, in thefe circUttiftahces, with his lifelefs, 
nervelefs hand, he Was willing to have grafp* 
ed the helm. I* was improbable ; it was 
impoflible, he ftiould have fucceeded. But 

thefe impotent efforts of immortal man ; 

« 

» 
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thefe inftances, in which the foul burfts 
the bands of earth, and ftands alone, in. con- 
fefied eternity ; are the moil beautiful, the 
moft pathetic, the moft fublime exhibitions, 
of which the mind of man is adequate to 
conceive.^ 

The vices, if we fhould be difpofcd, to 
qualify them, with fo harlh a name; of great 
minds* are ever nearly allied, to their virtues. 

The manners of lord Chatham, were 

indeed eafy and bland. His conver Cation was 
fpirited and gay; and he readily adapted 
himfelf, to the complexion of thofe, with 
whom he aflbciated. That artificial referve, 
which is the never-failing refuge of felf-diffi- 
dence and cowardice, was not made for him. 
He was uhconftrained, as artlefs infancy ; 

and generous, as the noon-day fun. Yet 
had he fomething impenetrable, that hung 
about him. A mind, lofty, as heaven, and 
expanfive, as the element, was. not a theatre, 
for every emmet to traverfe. His concepti- 
ons were neceffarily aggregated. And am- 
bition, that reigning paffion of his foul, that 
meets us, at every turn, had introduced a 

- L 5 
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fold or two, intahis heart* that nature nerar 
made. 

r 

By an irrefiftible energy of foul, he was 
haughty and imperious. He was incapable 
of aflfociating counfels; and he was not form- 
ed for the fweeteft bands of fociety. He 
was a pleafihg companion* but an unpliant: 
friend. In his connexions of the latter kind, . 
Iam afraid, we fhall find little, befide the : 
name. He was like thofe inftruments of- 
naufic, whofe gvand and bolder tones, will; 
not readily accord, with the lighter touches i 
of a lefs manly inftrument. His foul was* 
not made, to blend, and to bow* The dif— 
mtffion of Mr. Legge formed no epocha in* 
his mind. His difpute with earl Temple,, 
however unexceptionable, as to the fub- 
ftance; was, in its manner, unaccommodating, 
and unamiable. Even his treatment of his? 
humbler friend, Mr. Wilkes, was furely un- 
juftifiable. That gentleman has,, in the moll, 
public manner, alferted, that lord Chatham^ 
had feen, and applauded the effay on wo- 
man, fome years, before it was brought for- 
ward, as the inftrument of his ruin. 

- 
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The ambition of my hero, however ge- 
nerous in its ftrain j was the fourcc of repeat- 
ed errors, in his conduit. To the refigna- 
tion of lord Carteret, and- again, from the 
commencement of the year 1770, his pro- 
ceedings were bold and uniform. Fn the 
intermediate period, they were marked, with* 
frverfatility, incident only, in general, to the 
moft flexible minds. We may occaflonally 
trace in them, the indecifion of a candidate,, 
and the fupplenefs of a courtier. In a word, 
lie aimed at the impoflSblc talk, of flatter- 
ing, at once, the prejudices of a monarch,, 
and purfuing unremittcdly the intcrefts o£ 
the people.. 

A feature too, fufficiently prominent 
in his chara&er, was vanity* ftiall I call it? 
or pride, and confeious fuperiority. He 
dealt furely fomewhat too freely in inve&ivc. 
He did not pretend to an ignorance of his 
talents; or to manage the difptey of his im- ' 
portant fervicts. Himfelf was too often, the 
Hero of his tale; and the fiicceflcs of the laft 
war, the burden of his fong. Cicero never 
talked more, of the ides of 'November. 
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But, if he were as boaftful,. as Cicero, lie 
had certainly much more, as a citizen, to- 
boaft of. Timidity was the firft feature of" 
the Roman ; and, even when he terrified : 
Catiline into flight, he trembled.. Upon all 
other occasions, his conduit was fpiritlefs 
and unferviceable> On the contrary, - lord < 
Chatham was, at all times, intrepid. His 
fervices were mare important, more conti- 
nued; and owed infinitely lefs, to fortune. 
And, exclufive of the ipemorable era of his 
adminiftration, he may be confidered upon 
the whole, as the unaccommodating patriot ; 
of half a century. 

Patriotism itfelf however was the 
fource of fome of his imperfe&ions. He 
loved his country too well : or, if that mzjr 
found abfurd, the benevolence, at lcaft, that 
embraces the fpecies, had not fufficient fcope 
in his mind. He once ftjled himfelf> {( a 
** lover of honourable war;" and, in fo do- 
ing he let us, into one trait of his charafter. 
The friend of human kind, will be an ene- 
my to all war. He indulged too much, to 
a puerile antipathy, to the houfe of Bourbom 
And it was furely the want of expanfivc af- 
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fcttions, that led him, to fo unqualified a 
condemnation of American independency. 

But the eloquence of lord Chatham was 
one of his moft ftriking charadteriftics. He 
far outf ripped his competitors , and flood alone % 
the rival of antiquity. When he took his 
place in parliament, it has been obferved, by 
a celebrated writer, that there were half a 
dozen fpeakers, in both houfes, who, in the 
judgment of the public, , had reached, nearly 
the fame pitch of eloquence. Voltaire re- 
prefents them, as rivalling, or furpafllng the 
greateft orators of Greece and Rome. But 
the equality of their fame has juftiy been- 
confidered, as an unanfwerable argument* 
againft this fuppofuion. In an art, which 
is either neceflarily, or cafually, in a ftate 
of mediocrity, twenty workmen will ptrfornt 
equally well* but, where true eminence ha$ 
been reached, the comparative merit of the 
artifts will be no longer doubtful. And in- 
deed, how cold and jejune, in a poetical 
view, do the harangues of a Wyndham, or 
a Puiteney appear ? But neither of -thef'e ob- 
je&ions can be urged againft lord Chatham* 



Digitized by Google 



2^4 LIFE OF THE 

H* has tropes and fallies, that may juftly vie, 
with the nobleft. flights of antiquity. And * 
he certainly leaves his coadjutors, as far 
behind him, as ever did a Cicero, or a Be- 
mofthencs. • 

His eloquence was of every kind. No\ 
man excelled him in clofe argument, and 
methodical dedu&ion. But this was not 
the ftile,. into which he naturally fell. HiV 
oratory was unlaboured and fpontaneous. 
* He ruflied, at once, upon his fubjeft and « 
ufually iUuftrated it, rather by glowing lan-. 
guage, and original conception, than by cool 
reafoning. His perfon was tall and digni- 
fied. His face was the face of an eagle. 
His piercing eye withered the nerves, and- 
looked through the fouls of his opponents. 
His countenance was ftern, and the voice of : 
thunder fat upon his lips. Anon however, , 
he could defcend to the eafy and the playful. 
His voice feemed fcarcely more adapted, to * 
energy, and to terror $ than it did, to the 
melodious, the infinuating, and the fportive. 
. If however, in the cnthufiafm of admirati- 
on, we can find fooro, for the frigidity of : 
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criticifm ; his attion feemed the raoft open 
to objection. It was forcible, uniform, and 
ungraceful. In a word, the moft celebrated 
orators of antiquity, were, in a great mea- 
iure, the children of labour and cultivation. 
Lord Chatham was always natural and him- 
feif. And perhaps action, in order to be t 
various and beautiful, is, of all the accom- 
pli fhments of an orator, that, which moft 
requires the fbpport of art. 

To the misfortune of the republic of Tet- 
ters, and of pofterity, lord Chatham never 
fought the prefs. How eafy had it then been* 
to have refuted thofe elegant critics, who 
have thought proper, to tell us, that his lan- 
guage was ineorreit, and his orations imme- 
thodical ana fuperficial ? How indifputably 
had he then ffken his place, in the roll of 
immortality,, with, a Demofthenes, and a 
Cicero ? But he voluntarily fubmitted, in a 
great meafure, to that evanefcent fame, as a. 
fpeakerj which was the inevitable misfor- 
tune, of his excellent contemporary, Mr* 
Garrick, as an actor, Pofterity will hardly 
be pcrfuaded, that, in the meagrenefs of mo- 

* - 
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dern times, a Dernofthenes ftiould have ex- 
ifted, without his jEfchines ; and a Cicero* 
without an Hortcnfius and a Caefar. Pofte- 
rity will hardly be perfuaded, that one man 
could have concentred the arduous charac- 
ters of the greateft ftatefman, and the moft 
accdmplifhed rhetorician, that ever lived* 
In a word, pofterity will^ with difficulty, be- 
lieve the felicity of Britain. That lord Cha- 
tham was, among the orators, what Shake- 
fpearc is, among the poets of every age. 
" The child of feney, he warbled the irrc- 
u gular notes, tfaat nature gave," with fo^ 
fweet a grace ; as turned the cheek of envy 
pak, aad drove refinement, and trammelled 
fcience, into coward flight* Honeyed mufic 
dropped unbidden from his lips. Had he, 
like his great predeceflfor, addrefled his effu- 
fions, to the troubled waves*, the troubled 
waves had fufpended themfelves to liften* 
His lips were clothed, with infpiration and 
prophecy. Sublimity, upon his tongue, fat,, 
fo enveloped in beauty, that it feemed, un- 
confrious of itfelf. It fell upon us unexpect- 
ed, it took us by furprife, and, like the fear- 
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fill whirlpool, it drew every underftanding, 
and every heart, into its vortex. 

Lord Chefterfield has told us, that this 
nobleman poffeffed " a moft happy turn for 
4i poetry." For the judgment of lord Chef- 
terfield however, the author of this work 
confefles, that he does not feel an implicit 
veneration. Only one of lord Chatham's 
poetical performances ever fell into my 
hands ; a copy of verfes to Mr. Garrick •, in 
which the peculiarities of our hero's mind, 
are very faintly {hadowed indeed. The no- 
ble author adds, that « he fcldom indulged, - 
« and feldom avowed it." It lhould feem 
then, that he himfelf fct no great value up- 
-on it. Perhaps a proper confidence of one's- 
felf, is eflential to all extraordinary merit. 
Why fhould we ambitioufly afcribe to one 
mind, every fpecies of human excellence ? 

\ 

* 

* 

THE END. 
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